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Practice Materials for Grade 6 English 

Language Arts 

 

The following reading selection, prompt, rubric, and sample student work can be used by 

educators with either the Student Work Analysis Protocol or the Calibration Protocol for Scoring 

Student Work.1  In addition, since these samples have been scored and annotated, they can be 

used to help guide educators with aligning their scoring to these anchor samples developed by 

the original group of scorers.  Follow the protocol(s) when using these materials. 

 

Student work samples from the Rhode Island Interim Assessment English Language Arts 

Grade 6 Assessment 

Reading Selection: “A Harder Task than Making Bricks Without Straw”  

Prompt:  Based on Selection 2, evaluate whether Washington’s determination for 

students to be involved with erecting their own buildings and brickmaking proved 

beneficial for students.  Cite textual evidence to support your answer. 

Reading Selection:  

 

                                                           
1
 Both protocols can be found on the RIDE website at www.ride.ri.gov/EdEval-OnlineModules 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/EdEval-OnlineModules
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Rubric:  The rubric used for this task is a holistic rubric, therefore educators will decide on an 

overall score for the response.  

Score Description 

4 

Response is accurate, complete; evaluates the argument and specific claims in a text, 

distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.  

Text references strongly and thoroughly support the task and demonstrate understanding 

of the text.  The writing is completely articulated, focused, and demonstrates strong control 

of conventions; a few minor errors may be present. 

3 

Response is mostly accurate, somewhat complete; evaluates the argument and specific 

claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from 

claims that are not.  Text references support the task and demonstrate understanding 

2 

Response is partially accurate, inconsistent, or flawed.  It attempts to evaluate the 

argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons 

and evidence from claims that are not.  Text references provided to support the task may 

be general, used incorrectly, or used with limited success.  The writing may exhibit issues 

with organization, focus, and/or control of standard English grammar. 

1 

Response is incomplete, provides minimal understanding of the task or a minimal 

response to the task.  Text references provided to support the task may be vague or 

lacking.  The writing may exhibit issues with organization, focus, and/or control of standard 

English grammar. 

0 
Response is inaccurate, irrelevant, contains insufficient evidence to demonstrate 

understanding of the task, or the student has failed to respond to the task. 

Blank No response 

 

Training Notes:  The following information should be used to guide the discussion of what 
constitutes a proficient response on this assessment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Response may include but is not limited to: 
 
Yes, this action was beneficial: 

 Hundreds of men received knowledge of mechanics. 
 Skills and knowledge were handed down between generations of students. 
 Students could design an entire building from the planning stages to 

completion. 
 Students protected their work from other students. 
 Students gained knowledge about hard work and perseverance while creating 

bricks. 
 
No, this action was not beneficial: 

 Some students were overworked and frustrated.  There needs to be more 
evidence about how students felt while they accomplished these tasks. 
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Student Work:  The following are samples of student work in response to this prompt.  Anchor 

scores and annotations are included on a separate page for the facilitators use with the 

protocols. 

 

Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Work Sample A: 

 

Student Work Sample B: 
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Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Work Sample C: 

 

Student Work Sample D: 
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Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Work Sample E: 

 

Student Work Sample F: 

 

Student Work Sample G: 
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Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Educator Notes: 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Student Work Sample H: 

 

Student Work Sample I: 
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Sample A  

Score:  2 

This paper was viewed as being close to being scored as a “3”.  

Annotation:  Response evaluates 2 arguments with relevant details/quotes.  Minor 

issues with conventions. 

Sample B  

Score:  1 

This paper was viewed as being close to being scored as a “2”.  

Annotation:  Response cites correct evidence but explanation is minimal and flawed. 

Sample C  

Score:  2 

This paper was viewed as being close to being scored as a “3”.  

Annotation:  Response attempts to evaluate arguments with limited support.  Student 

references details from the passage but with limited success. 

Sample D  

Score:  2 

Annotation:  Response attempts to evaluate the argument/claims.  Text references 

provided are used with limited success.  Some issues with conventions.  

Facilitator Notes:  These samples of student work have been scored and annotations have 

been provided.  See below to help guide educators with aligning their scoring to these anchor 

samples developed by the original group of scorers. 
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Sample E  

Score:  0 

Annotation:  Irrelevant personal opinion.  

Sample F  

Score:  1 

This paper was viewed as being close to being scored as a “2”.  

Annotation:  Minimal response with little textual evidence.  Minor errors.  

Sample G  

Score:  0 

Annotation:  Irrelevant personal opinion.  

Sample H  

Score:  1 

Annotation:  Minimal attempt to provide text references to support the argument/claim.  

Some issues with conventions.  

Sample I  

Score:  1 

Annotation:  Response contains minimal relevant information with brief supporting 

quote.  Last part is irrelevant.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


