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NEWSLETTER

WELCOME TO THE FIRST NEWSLETTER FROM THE
OFFICE OF EDUCATOR EXCELLENCE AT RIDE

We're excited to launch the first newsletter—your go-to for updates,
opportunities, and resources to support your work. This issue contains
information about certification flexibility, a new pathway for RI
employed teachers, expert residency changes and the Wavemaker
Fellowship program.

Thank you for all you do for Rhode Island students.

RHODE ISLAND NOW HAS FLEXIBILITY WITH 24 STATES

If you would like to teach in beautiful Rhode Island, this is for you! The Rhode Island Department of
Education continues to remove barriers for out-of-state certified educators. RIDE started the
interstate flexibility pathway in 2019 with 2 states. As of June 2025, these 23 states plus Puerto Rico
are eligible for reciprocity without any additional requirements as long as the educator holds ‘like
certificates’ to those issued in Rhode Island.

ALABAMA ILLINOIS NEW HAMPSHIRE PUERTO RICO*
CONNECTICUT INDIANA NEW JERSEY SOUTH CAROLINA
DELAWARE MAINE NEW YORK TENNESSEE
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA MARYLAND NORTH CAROLINA VERMONT
FLORIDA MASSACHUSETTS OHIO VIRGINIA
GEORGIA MICHIGAN PENNSYLVANIA WISCONSIN

* US Territory

NEW PATHWAY FOR CURRENTLY CERTIFIED, EMPLOYED RI EDUCATORS
WHO HOLD PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATES

Ready to expand your impact in a new content area? If so, this is for you! Rhode Island educators with
four (4) years of successful experience teaching in Rhode Island public schools may be eligible to add

additional certifications by passing the appropriate content test. Scan the QR code to learn more and
take the next step.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT:
TEST IN OPTIONS



https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2026-06/Adding-Certificates.pdf
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CHANGES TO EXPERT RESIDENCY CERTIFICATE

Requirements for eligibility for an Expert Residency

certificate recently changed. Under the updated 298 CERTIFICATES HAVE BEEN

regulations, applicants who hold any bachelor’s degree ISSUED FOR THE FIRST TIME TO
may now qualify for the Preliminary Expert Residency 286 EDUCATORS!

certificate by passing the required Rhode Island

assessment for the relevant content area.

WAVEMAKER FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The Wavemaker Fellowship supports K—=12 educators in

Rhode Island by helping offset student loan costs. Fellows

SINCE TEACHERS WERE receive a refundable tax credit equal to their annual student

HSYR (@RS o] Ip N[ \\PLey S  loan payments for up to four years, along with access to
THE PROGRAM HAS professional development opportunities, networking events,
and community engagement experiences. Share this with

GROWN TO A TOTAL OF
34 FELLOWS!

people you know who may be interested!
For more information visit

https://wavemaker.commerceri.com/

TELL US WHAT YOU ARE CURIOUS ABOUT!

Click link above or scan QR code



https://wavemaker.commerceri.com/
https://forms.gle/udBdTLN2Sq7ZBiEq6

