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Introduction

The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) uses Multilingual Learners (MLLs) to refer to the same
population in federal policy as English Learners (ELs) in 20 USC § 7801(20). This term reflects the agency’s
asset-based approach in serving students who come to Rhode Island (RI) schools with broad linguistic
repertoires.

This document is designed to guide districts through the steps of the identification and reclassification
process for Multilingual Learners (MLL) in Rhode Island. Qualifying for MLL status provides the student
with additional learning opportunities as pursuant to state law R.l. Gen. Laws § 16-54-1, through R.l. Gen.
Laws § 16-54-3, and support compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. § 2000d, et
seq. and the Equal Education Opportunities Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. § 1701, et seq.

The process includes the completion of the following steps:
e |dentification
e Placement
e Ongoing Requirements
e Reclassification
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All oral and written communications related to the identification and reclassification process must be
conducted in the parents’® language of preference, with a qualified translator or interpreter provided to
the school by the district.

" Parent: the term ‘parent’ is used to include a guardian.
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HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY

Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) shall determine the home/native language(s) of all public-school
students when they register in the LEA or upon their return to a Rl school. This determination shall be
made through the Home Language Survey? (HLS) developed by RIDE, and it is completed by the parent in
a language they prefer. If a student first enrolled in a district in pre-Kindergarten and completed an initial
pre-K HLS, parents must complete the HLS again upon enroliment in Kindergarten. The HLS completed
upon enrolling in Kindergarten is the one considered for language screening and possible MLL
identification.

The identification process must begin upon the student’s initial enrollment or reentry in a Rl school district.

For students who are potential MLLs and are identified as having a cognitive disability, additional
information from the family may provide helpful insight into the intersection of language,
communication, and disabilities. See Appendix C Tell Us about Your Child Survey.

Data from the Home Language Survey shall be filed in the student’s permanent record.

2 Important Note: The Home Language Survey shall not be used to deny any student the right to participate

in, or benefit from, any program or service.
5


https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/HLS-AIG-final-4-30-2020.pdf?ver=2020-05-21-101401-463

How to Use the Home Language Survey (HLS):

If a parent indicates a language other than English to any of the first three questions on the HLS or if
there is any other reason to believe the student is not proficient in English (see example scenarios
below), a language screening assessment® must be administered.

e Ifthe home language survey responses are “English” to the first three (3) questions, then the screening for
MLL Identification stops unless there is any other reason to believe the student is not proficient in English
(e.g., the answers to questions four through seven indicate that the student may be an MLL or the parent
requests written or oral communications in a language other than English on the home language survey?).

o The HLS is placed in the student’s permanent record.

e [fa home language survey response is other than “English” to any of the first three (3) questions, proceed
with the language screening assessment.

o The HLS is placed in the student’s permanent record.

Possible Scenarios:
1. Parentindicates: M English to all first three (3) questions,
a. Screening for MLL Identification stops.
2. Parentindicates: M Other to any of the first three (3) questions,
b. Screening for MLL Identification continues and a language screening assessment must be completed.
3. Parentindicates: M English and ¥ Other to any of the first three (3) questions,
c. Screening for MLL Identification continues and a language screening assessment must be completed.

Notes:

e See link to Rl Home Language Survey in Appendix C. HLS is available in multiple languages from RIDE.
o Questions 4-7 on the HLS provide additional information but are not required. The Family
Interview (p.2 of HLS) may be completed as part of a Records Review.
e If astudent re-enters the U.S. school system, please see the RE-ENTRY IDENTIFICATION directions in the
RECORDS REVIEW section.

If the HLS indicates that a student’s home/native language is other than English, the parents shall be
informed in writing, in a language they prefer, about:

e the identification process,

e the screening procedure

e the instructional placement of MLLs

e their rights and the benefits associated with a Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP).

Based on the information reported in the Home Language Survey, the student shall be referred for a
language screening assessment within a timeframe that allows student placement. See the PLACEMENT
section.

3 Throughout the document, Language Screening Assessment means: WIDA Kindergarten Screener, WIDA Screener (1-12), and
WIDA Alternate Screener K-12

4 This document provides a clear-cut determination on language use with the first three questions, but at times those
might not provide the needed flexibility to capture all case scenarios. For instance, the purpose of the survey is also to
know if other languages are spoken at home. For this reason, questions 4-7 are included. A student might be immersed in
a home setting where other languages are spoken all the time, but the student does not speak, read or write that language.
In terms of language development, this student would have a different trajectory than a student who is always in a setting
where English is spoken.



In the absence of a timely screener result and to facilitate the student’s attendance, the LEA shall make a
tentative placement and provide teachers with relevant information about the student pending the
results of the language screening assessment. Placement of MLLs in a Language Instruction Educational
Program (LIEP) for MLLs shall be made within the first twenty (20) school days® of the school year, and if
the student enrolls thereafter, within ten (10) school days from the date the student's enrollment
completion. The LEA shall use the appropriate data from the student’s previous schools using the
student’s transcripts, when available, to make program placements. Upon the availability of the screener
results, schools should confirm placement or make the necessary adjustments.

Additional information on the student's background may be collected via an interview with the student
and with their parents to further support program placement. See the PLACEMENT section.

LANGUAGE SCREENING

The purpose of the language screening assessment is to assess the English language proficiency of new
entrants whose home/native language is a language other than English, as indicated on their HLS. Results
from the language screening assessment are used to determine the best educational placement for a
student in a Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP).

The language screening assessment is administered only once within the enrollment process to allow for
student program placement within twenty (20) school days of the student’s initial enrollment in Rl at the
beginning of the school year, or if enrolling thereafter, within ten (10) school days.

e Before screening a student refer to the MLL Census using the student’s SASID number.
o |f the student has been previously screened in another Rl district, the student should have a
record in the statewide MLL Census (see Appendix) and should not be screened twice.

The language screening assessment is considered a required screening process initiated after the HLS.
Parental approval for language screening is not required, and the results should remain available to inform
students’ English language development growth.

If for any reason it might occur that a student is not screened within the required time, intake personnel
should reach out to their LEA MLL Administrator for next steps. The RIDE MLL Team remains available to
support LEAs and discuss particular case scenarios.

For more information on students who are re-enrolling in a Rl school after not having been enrolled in a Rl
school at any time during the immediately preceding two years, see section RECORDS REVIEW on RE-
ENTRY IDENTIFICATION.

Qualified assessors® will administer the appropriate English language screening assessment. Based on the
results, students will be categorized into one of six levels (Entering, Beginning, Developing, Expanding,
Bridging, Reaching); the first four levels will determine placement in a comprehensive LIEP.

5The RI MLL Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-2025.pdf refer to school days, that is days students are in
attendance at school for instructional purposes.

8 A qualified personnel/assessor means: “a person who has been trained to administer prescribed English
language development assessment tools and who is qualified to evaluate the results of these assessments.
This person must have knowledge about the ways Multilingual Learners acquire English as an additional
language.”


https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-07/RI%20MLL%20Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-2025.pdf

The screener results will help inform teachers for instructional purposes by determining a student’s relative
strength in each modality, expressive (speaking and writing) and receptive (reading and listening) setting a
benchmark for growth.

For students with an IEP or 504 plan, testing accommodations must be provided in the
administration of the language screener assessment based on the student’s IEP or 504 Plan and
consistent with state policy for the administration of the state assessment.

For students who qualify for the alternate language screening assessment, see Appendix C WIDA
Alternate Screener: WIDA ALT Screener - When to Use_RI_0.pdf.

For a student entering kindergarten at age 5, and for students in grades 1-12, the language
screening assessment scores are valid for the school year as outlined in the language screening
assessment Testing Administration Manual available on the WIDA Secure Portal, see Appendix C.
For students enrolling in Rl schools from a non-WIDA state, who have not exited in the previous
state (the student was an active MLL in the previous state), the LEA should screen the student with
the Rl adopted language screening assessment.

Students enrolling in kindergarten, and students participating in the pre-kindergarten program,
will be assessed as outlined in the language screening assessment Testing Administration Manual
available on the WIDA Secure Portal see Appendix C.

o Further considerations for early administration of the screener (for testing between mid-
April to June prior to kindergarten year enrollment):

= Test in a space that is familiar to the student.

= The test administrators should be persons with whom the students are familiar.

= Allow for additional breaks, as needed.

= Allow for testing over multiple days, if needed.

= Encourage rescheduling of the test session if the students do not engage or
become upset.

= Test administrators giving the test during this early window should preferably have
early childhood education experience with prekindergarten-aged students.

Official score results from the language screener assessment must be placed and should remain in each
student’s permanent record whether they are determined to be an MLL or not.

Results for all students who are screened as potential MLLs must be recorded in the MLL Census see
Appendix C as soon as possible (within a maximum of two weeks from screening) to prevent rescreening
when a student moves from one Rl LEA to another. To provide a complete view of students across LEAs,
the MLL Census allows users to see previous screening, assessment, and LIEP.



Criteria for MLL Identification of Students

SCREENER

CRITERIA

WIDA Kindergarten Screener:

1. Listening and Speaking Domains should
be taken by students entering
Kindergarten, no earlier than mid-April
and through the 1% semester of the
Kindergarten school year.

Reading and Writing Domains can be
taken during:
o 1st semester in Kindergarten.

3. All four Domains should be taken during:
o 2nd semester Kindergarten.

Oral Language composite: below 5.0

Overall below 5.0

WIDA Screener Grades 1-12:

\ Overall below 5.0

WIDA Alternate Screener Grades K-12

Overall below Proficiency level 4
(Proficiency levels of 3,2,1, qualify for MLL status)




Screening a Student with an IEP or a 504 Accommodation Plan

This section describes a process that only applies to the language screening assessment for students who
have an identified disability with an Individual Education Plan (IEP) or 504 accommodation plan, have not
previously been screened for MLL identification (e.g. Kindergarten or new arrival to RI LEA).

For the required language screening assessment, LEAs must make accommodations available that are
consistent with students’ IEP or 504 accommodations plan. Such accommodations for the initial
language screening must be recommended by a team of qualified professionals. Selected
accommodations should be carried forward to the next IEP meeting to inform the WIDA ACCESS
administration accommodations. An LEA can make an IEP amendment to include such accommodations,
in continuous communication with parents.

See below for the team composition when convening an initial IEP team:

IEP Team (IDEA § 300.321) must include:

(1) The parents of the child;

(2) Not less than one regular education teacher of the child (if the child is, or may be, participating in the regular education
environment);

(3) Not less than one special education teacher of the child, or where appropriate, not less than one special education
provider of the child;

(4) A representative of the public agency who—(i) Is qualified to provide, or supervise the provision of, specially designed
instruction to meet the unique needs of children with disabilities; (ii) Is knowledgeable about the general education
curriculum; and (iii) Is knowledgeable about the availability of resources of the public agency.

(5) An individual who can interpret the instructional implications of evaluation results, who may be a member of the team

described in paragraphs (a)(2) through (a)(6) of this section;

(6) At the discretion of the parent or the agency, other individuals who have knowledge or special expertise regarding
the child, including related services personnel as appropriate; and

(7) Whenever appropriate, the child with a disability.

Note:
e [f the team of qualified professionals has met and outlined accommodations for assessment, the
team does not necessarily need to convene again.
e If a child was in the district for Early Childhood services, contact the Early Childhood team for
accommodation recommendations.
All documents must be placed and should remain in the student’s permanent record.

The process outlined above does not apply to a new entrant or reentering student who: is suspected of
having a disability, was previously identified as an MLL in Rl within the last two years, and does not have
an IEP or 504 plan,
e comes from another country and/or with documentation from another country showing that the
student has a disability but does not have an IEP or 504 plan from the United States.

10


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-300.321#p-300.321(a)(2)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-300.321#p-300.321(a)(6)

Team of qualified professionals means a multidisciplinary team whose role is to ensure timely evaluations,
eligibility determinations, IEP recommendations, and placements for students with disabilities.

Individualized Education Program (IEP) means a written statement for a student with a disability that is
developed, reviewed, and revised by a team of qualified professionals. The IEP is the tool that ensures a student
with a disability has access to the general education curriculum and is provided the appropriate learning
opportunities, accommodations, adaptations, specialized services, and supports needed for the student to
progress towards achieving the learning standards and meet his or her unique needs related to the disability.
Federal and state laws and regulations specify the information that must be documented in each student’s IEP.

504 Accommodation Plan means Section 504 protection, which would include accommodations in the
classroom to help the student learn. If eligible, a student would get a written 504 plan that describes any
classroom modifications needed to address their specific areas of need.

RECORDS REVIEW

A records review should be performed as a step in the process of identifying MLLs to be placed in a
Language Instruction Educational Program. The MLL Administrator and/or the MLL Coordinator shall
review the student’s identification and assessment data, including:

Home Language Survey;

The student’s English-proficiency level;

The student’s literacy level in their home/native language or languages when such assessment
tool is available, or through a transcript review;

Number of years the student has attended school;

Continuity of the student’s schooling;

Student retention information;

Review of school transcripts; and

© N v A

Information on whether the student is receiving special education, whether the student may
be in need of special education, or whether the student needs alternative supports for
academic performance or access to school facilities.

Note: To assist in program placement decisions, when possible, a reading assessment in the home/native
language of the student will be given to all MLLs regardless of ELP level. All available test data from the
student’s previous schools shall be used in the placement process. A Family Interview (HLS p.2) may be
conducted for information related to student’s educational background. Some of this information may be
used to determine if a student is a potential Student with Limited/Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE).

FAMILY INTERVIEW

Throughout the enrollment process, LEAs obtain information to inform a successful placement for each
student. Between the information on the HLS and the records review above, LEAs should have enough
information to place the student. During a family interview other questions could be asked, such as:

1. Has the student ever been accelerated to higher grades?

2. Has the student ever repeated a grade?

3. |If the student was accelerated to a higher grade or has repeated a grade, which grade(s) and how

many times?
4. Has the student ever attended specialized language (ESOL, Bilingual Education)?

11



5. Has the student ever taken part in specialized academic (special education, tutoring, speech and
language services, other)?

6. Has the student been absent for more than 15 days during any school year? If yes, what grades
and why?

7. Does the student read and write to grade level in their native language?

8. What types of reading materials are available in the home and in what language(s)?

RE-ENTRY IDENTIFICATION

Re-entry identification means the process to determine if a student who is re-enrolling in a Rl public
school retains their MLL status.

1. If a current MLL has been inconsistently attending schools in Rl or has been absent for
extended periods of time, the student will continue to be designated as an MLL and the
district should place the student in a LIEP based on student’s current needs. To support
instructional placement decisions, LEAs may use a benchmark assessment aligned to the
state adopted English Language Proficiency standards.

2. If acurrent MLL leaves Rl and moves to another country or Puerto Rico and does not
receive English language development, then returns to a Rl public school within two (2)
years’, the student will continue to be desighated as an MLL and the district should place
the student in a LIEP based on student’s current needs. To support instructional placement
decisions, LEAs may use a benchmark assessment aligned to the state adopted English
Language Proficiency standards.

3. If a current MLL leaves Rl and moves to another country or state and does not receive
English language development, then returns to a Rl public school after two (2) years, the

district will follow the steps outlined for the initial identification process, or determine the
best course of action based on a review of the student’s records.

4. If a current MLL leaves Rl and attends school in another US state, and receives English
language development, then returns to a Rl public school at any time without having exited
in another state, the student will continue to be designated as an MLL The district should
place the student programmatically based on the results obtained on the latest available
state ELP assessment or based on a benchmark assessment aligned to the state-adopted
English language proficiency standards. LEAs should promptly reach out to the prior school to
obtain the most updated information for instructional placement.

5. If a current MLL leaves Rl and attends school in another US state, then returns to a Rl
public school within two (2) years, after having exited MLL status in another state with a

valid state ELP assessment, the student will be designated with the status of Monitor 1 or
Monitor 2 respectively.
6. If a current MLL leaves Rl and attends school in another US state, then returns to a Rl public

school after two (2) years, after having exited MLL status in another state with a valid state
ELP assessment, the student will be considered reclassified.

7Two continuous school years: is a time indication that for some case scenarios might not provide the ideal
timespan to make instructional decisions. LEAs may select a shorted 1-year timespan based on specific case
scenarios.
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7. If an MLL meets state exit criteria, moves to another country and does not receive English
language development, then returns to a Rl public school withing less than two (2) years,
the student will be designated as Monitor 1 or 2 respectively.

8. If an MLL meets the state-defined exit criteria, moves to another country and does not
receive English language development, then returns to a Rl public school after two (2) years,

the district will follow the initial identification process, which may include re-identifying the
student as an MLL.

If a student enters Rl from another state with documentation confirming reclassification, the qualifying
exit scores from the previous state will be applied in RI.
e |[f the student just exited, the district must monitor the academic progress of the student for
two full academic consecutive years in Rl under the status of Monitor 1 and Monitor 2.
e If the student exited in another state and completed two full consecutive academic years of
monitoring in another state, in Rl the student would be considered as reclassified.

Determination of MLL Status for Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal
Education (SLIFE)

The Regulations Governing the Education of Multilingual Learners 200-RICR-20-30-3, see Appendix C
define a student with limited or interrupted formal education (SLIFE) as “a student who is a Multilingual
Learner who has experienced interrupted or limited education or has never had the opportunity to
participate in any type of schooling before entering school in the United States”.

Students with Limited/Interrupted Formal Education (SLIFE) are MLLs enrolling after grade two,

e and have at least two fewer years of age-appropriate schooling than peers or have unenrolled from
U.S. schools to enroll in schools in other countries (including Puerto Rico) more than two times in the
past four years,

e and have limited encoding/decoding skills in native language and/or two or more years below grade
level in math due to inconsistent or interrupted schooling prior to arrival in the US (as indicated by
family interview and/or native language measures and/or review of academic records).

Understanding a student’s prior school experiences provides key qualitative and quantitative data to
support decision-making on student placement and instruction. The Regulations Governing the
Education of Multilingual Learners 200-RICR-20-30-3, see Appendix C describe two Language Instruction
Educational Program Models for SLIFE students:

1. Transitional Bilingual Education for Students with Limited and/or Interrupted Formal Schooling
2. Content-Based Instruction for Students with Limited and/or Interrupted Formal Education

In the case where a SLIFE LIEP is not feasible due to low enrollment of SLIFE students, LEAs should
consider all available LIEPs.

Re-screening students who have been previously screened or participated in
English Language Development Instruction

It is important that LEAs complete the screener data in the MLL Census within a couple of weeks from the
screening, even if a student did not qualify for MLL status. This will prevent unnecessary over screening
providing stability and predictability for students and parents who move from one LEA to another within
the state.

13



Re-screening a student who scored above the qualifying score is not beneficial nor recommended. In
particular, if a student did not initially qualify, but after being continuously enrolled in U.S. schools where
the language of instruction remained English any request for re-screening occurs, the LEA should not re-
screen the student. The LEA should look into a system of support that would provide additional data to
determine the selection of possible added assistance or interventions.

Instances of re-screening may only occur in cases such scenario #3 and scenario #8 in the Re-entry
Identification section above.

Note: The recently updated Kindergarten Screener requires screening two or four domains based on the

timing of screening during the school year, see more information in the table on page 8. For this reason,
a timely reporting of screener data in the MLL Census is crucial.
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PLACEMENT

RHODE ISLAND STEPS TO THE
IDENTIFICATION AND RECLASSIFICATION
PROCESS FOR MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS
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MLL PROGRAM PLACEMENT

Once the student has been screened and identified as an MLL, the next step in the process is the MLL
program placement decision.

A student’s instructional placement must address their academic needs. To meet these needs:

1.

An MLL shall be placed in the appropriate grade for their age, except when the learner’s
educational background indicates a need for an alternative placement as a result of limited or
interrupted formal schooling.

The student shall not be placed more than one grade level below of what is appropriate to their
age except as provided for in section 3.6 of the state Regulations Governing the Education of
Multilingual Learners 200-RICR-20-30-3, see Appendix C.

At the secondary level, LEAs must review the MLLs' previous educational records to ensure that
the student receives appropriate credit for prior coursework.

The placement decision shall respect the right of an MLL to participate in other programs and
services for which they are eligible or entitled to including but not limited to Multitiered System
of Supports, Social-Emotional Learning, special education, targeted interventions, college and
career readiness opportunities, enrichment opportunities, extracurricular opportunities, or
gifted programs, so as to ensure that the student’s educational needs are met on a basis equal
to that provided to other students.
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5. All MLLs shall receive an assessment of their home/native language literacy when valid
evaluation instruments are available.

6. Placement of MLLs in a Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) for MLLs shall be made
within the first twenty (20) school days of the school year, and if the student enrolls thereafter,
within ten (10) school days from the date of the student's enrollment completion.

7. All student assessment and placement data, including questions of exceptionality, shall be sent
to the appropriate LEA administrator. This data shall be recorded in the student’s permanent
record.

8. LEAs shall provide a student’s parents/guardians with a complete description of the student’s
placement and the reasons for that placement. This notice shall be in English and in the
language parents prefer. When possible, RIDE shall provide sample notification letters for use by
LEAs. See Sample Letter in Appendix C

9. Parents shall be informed of the date of their student’s placement and of their right to approve
or waive the proposed placement. If the parents choose to waive the student’s Language
Instruction Educational Program placement, the LEA continues to be responsible for assessing
the English language proficiency of the student on the annual ELP assessment as well as for
conducting a six (6) months monitoring of the student’s academic progress without the benefit
of a Language Instruction Educational Program. Parents must be notified of the results of both
the ELP assessment and monitoring so that the placement decision might be reviewed annually.

Regulations Governing the Education of Multilingual Learners 200-RICR-20-30-3, see Appendix C
provide detailed program requirements and program model descriptions.

LEAs may choose one (1) or more of the following models to provide the most appropriate program for
each MLL:
1. Bilingual Education:

a. One-Way Dual Language;

b. Two-Way Dual Language;

c. Transitional Bilingual Education;

d. Transitional Bilingual Education for Students with Limited and/or Interrupted Formal
Education;

2. Content-Based Education:
a. Content-Based Instruction;
b. Content-Based Instruction for Newcomers;

c. Content-Based Instruction for Students with Limited and/or Interrupted Formal
Education.
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INITIAL PARENT NOTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT

LEAs must provide notification to parents of MLLs under the ESEA: Title I, which requires that every LEA
that uses funds under either Title | or Title Il for services to MLLs must provide a parent with notification
that outlines their child’s identification as an MLL and their placement in a LIEP.

The notification must be provided no later than twenty (20) calendar days® after the beginning of the
school year or within 10 school days of placement in an LIEP for students who enroll after the start of the
school year. (ESEA Section 1112(e)(3)(A), 1112(e)(3)(B)).

The parental notification must include:

e The reason for identification of the child as an MLL;

e The child’s level of English language proficiency, how the level was assessed, and the status of the child’s
academic achievement;

e LIEP used in the program in which the child is, or will be, participating, and the methods of instruction
used in other available programs, including how the programs differ;

o How the program will meet the educational strengths and needs of the child and help the child achieve
English language proficiency, and meet academic standards;

e Inthe case of a child with a disability, how the program meets the annual goals in the child’s individualized
education program (IEP); and

e Information regarding parents’ right to withdraw the child from a program upon their request, and to
decline enrollment or choose another program.

Note: See Appendix C: Parent/Guardian Notification Information Sample Letter.

Meeting the Needs of MLLs Who Opt Out of Language Instruction Educational
Programs (LIEP)

School districts may not recommend that parents decline MLL programming for any reason, including
attending the neighborhood school, facilitating scheduling of special education services or other
scheduling reasons.

School districts must provide information in a language parents prefer to ensure that parents understand
their student’s rights, the options in the MLL language instruction educational program that their student
could be placed in, and the benefits of such a program before voluntarily waiving placement.

If parents opt their students out of a LIEP, students retain their status as MLL, and the school district
remains obligated to take the “affirmative steps” and the “appropriate action” required by the EEOA to
provide these MLL students access to its educational programs.

Parents must be made aware in a language they prefer that a student who is Eligible but Not Enrolled
(ENE), meaning parents have opted them out of Language Instruction Educational Programs, is
considered an active MLL student and will take the annual ELP assessment for growth measurement until
exit and reclassification. See ANNUAL PARENT NOTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT.

8 ESEA Section 1112(e)(3)(A), 1112(e)(3)(B)). Refers to calendar days as every day on the calendar, which means all
365 days of the year (or 366 in a lea year.)
17



At the beginning of each year, LEAs shall send the annual placement letter to parents. The letter will
include information on LIEP placement, and the option for parents to opt-out of a LIEP. Please ensure
that the relevant opt-out form is signed by the parents and a copy of that form is kept in the student’s file
as documentation that parents opted out of MLL programming for their student. This beginning of the
year (BOY) placement letter should be sent annually to the family until the student is reclassified.

The BOY placement letter will also include information on parental rights to decline placement in a LIEP;
as well as the information on parental rights to opt back in a LIEP placement. If parents do not
expressively and annually opt-out of services, the student will be automatically placed in a LIEP.

As this is an annual notice, decisions need to be made annually and revised as part of an ongoing process.

Note: See Appendix C: Sample Opt-out and Opt back in Notification Letters.
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ANNUAL ELP ASSESSMENT

All MLLs, including Eligible but not Enrolled MLLs, shall be evaluated once a year through the state’s ELP
assessment, as part of the statewide accountability system. Assessment shall continue until the student is
formally exited from active MLL status. Individual student results will be communicated to families
annually to inform continued placement decisions. Aggregated results of the assessment will be publicly
reported through each LEA’s School Report Card. See Appendix C.

When all systemic and pedagogical approaches have been exhausted and a student does not progress
appropriately within the Language Instruction Educational Program, other assessment procedures that
have been normed or aligned to state-endorsed ELP standards shall be used to determine the reason for
the lack of progress (for example the WIDA MODEL). Appropriate instructional interventions shall be
provided. An MLL shall not be retained solely on the basis of their MLL status. MLL students shall
participate in the State Assessment Program in accordance with state assessment policies, and their
progress shall be reported as required by R.l. Gen. Laws § 16-97-8.

Considerations for Differently Abled Students

“Before any considerations for exiting MLL status are made, schools will have ensured that the MLL with disabilities
receives both special education and related services as well as MLL programming. The MLL’s special education and
MLL teachers will have collaborated to deliver those services in an integrated manner in the least restrictive
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environment. IEP goals will have been written to reflect the integration of language learning and academic content
goals for the MLL with disabilities."’

e Astudent with an IEP participates in the WIDA ACCESS or WIDA ALT ACCESS with or without the
use of testing accommodations, as specified in the IEP and in accordance with state policy for the
administration of the assessment.

e Students with 504 plans that include recommendations for testing accommodations must also be
provided those accommodations on the WIDA ACCESS or WIDA ALT ACCESS in a manner
consistent with state policy for the administration of the assessment.

e MLLs with the most significant cognitive disabilities are assessed using the WIDA Alternate
ACCESS assessment.°

e For students who qualify for a domain exemption, refer to the Domain Exemption Guidance, see
Appendix C. This document provides information on the criterion a student must meet in order
to be exempt from a language domain test, and the process LEAs must follow to report the
exemption.

ANNUAL PARENT NOTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT

Parents shall be informed annually of the date of their student’s placement, the benefits of a LIEP, and
their right to voluntarily opt-out of the proposed placement. This should be done through the beginning
of the year (BOY) placement letter. If parents choose to opt-out the student from the Language
Instruction Educational Program placement, the LEA is responsible for assessing the English language
proficiency of the student on the annual ELP assessment as well as for conducting a six (6) months
monitoring of the student’s academic progress without the benefit of a Language Instruction Educational
Program.

1. Parents must be notified of the results of the ELP assessment so that the placement decision is
reviewed annually.

2. Parents must be informed of the outcome of the 6 months monitoring.

3. Parents will be informed that even though Language Instruction Educational Program services
are waived, the student will still be considered an active MLL who must be assessed on the
state’s annual English Language Proficiency assessment. The annual BOY placement letter must
include information for parents to opt-back in, if services were previously waived.

If placement in a LIEPs are waived, the student will still be considered an active MLL who must be
assessed on the state’s annual English Language Proficiency assessment.

If a family does not collaborate in the identification process by providing the LEA with appropriate
information, the student shall not be penalized. The student shall be enrolled and the identification and
screening process can continue beyond the initial enroliment.

Additional outreach and attention shall be given to the family to inform them about the process and to
encourage active participation in their student’s learning outcomes.

See INITIAL PARENT NOTIFICATION OF PLACEMENT above for details to be included in annual
notifications.

9 CCSSO Framework on Supporting Educators to Prepare and Successfully Exit English Learners with Disabilities from EL Status -
Published On: February 04, 2019.

°The Title I, Part A assessment regulations require that all states “provide an alternate ELP assessment for each English learner covered
under § 200.6(a)(1)(ii)—that is, those with the most significant cognitive disabilities—who cannot participate in the general ELP
assessment even with appropriate accommodations” (34 CFR § 200.6(h)(5)).
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EXIT CRITERIA

A student shall be eligible to exit from active MLL status when they have met all statewide exit criteria.
Written notification of the proposed exit decision must be sent to the parent along with a description of
the rationale for exit and a description of the student’s new placement.

Notification of exit shall be in English and in the language parents prefer. A record of this notification
shall be maintained by the LEA in the student’s permanent record. LEAs must inform parents of the
outcomes of the annual English language proficiency assessment by sending the end of the year
Individual Student Report (ISR) obtained from WIDA that must be provided to families within 2 months of
the LEA receiving the paper copies. Parents shall be informed of their right to appeal the LEA’s decision to
exit their student from active status.

The criteria outlined in the RI-MLL-Statewide-Exit-Criteria-2026, see Appendix C are the minimum
requirements for eligibility for reclassification. A student may not exit MLL status unless they meet these
requirements. For all students exiting MLL status, the LEA must notify parents and explain

the reclassification decision in their preferred language. However, an LEA is not under any obligation to
exit a student who exceeds these requirements if the LEA has compelling evidence that continued
participation in a Language Instruction Educational Program (LIEP) is in the best interest of the student.
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The criteria in the RI-MLL-Statewide-Exit-Criteria 2026 apply for MLL students exiting MLL status,
including for MLLs with disabilities who participate in the state’s English language proficiency assessment
with appropriate accommodations®?.

MONITORING

The performance of all exited students shall be monitored for a minimum of two consecutive years after
exiting to determine whether they are succeeding in the LEA’s general education program. The LEA shall
periodically evaluate and document a student’s progress, through review of the student’s most recent
report cards, parental feedback, teacher evaluations, and the student’s recorded performance level on
state and local assessments. The LEA shall implement appropriate procedures or benchmark assessments
to determine whether interventions or other supports are needed. Monitored students shall be
appropriately identified during the state assessment process to review and report continued growth in all
content areas.

The two immediate consecutive years after exiting MLL status are crucial to monitor students’ academic
and language progress without direct English language development instruction and to ensure that
students are meaningfully participating in the general education program of instruction comparable to
their never-MLL peers.

LEAs are responsible for establishing rigorous monitoring systems that include benchmarks for expected
growth and take appropriate steps to assist students who are not adequately progressing towards those
goals. The Rhode Island approach to integrating a multitiered system of supports (MTSS) as defined in the
RIDE MTSS District Practice Profile see Appendix C, should be consulted by schools to provide a wholistic
systematic approach:

1) for educators to monitor students’ progress and adjust instructional strategies to target and

support students’ needs;

2) for students, to take ownership of their learning and monitor their own progress.

Monitoring students during these two years can look different based on school and LEA processes of
student growth data analysis. Some data platforms to use could be Ellevation, Powerschool, and other
online districtwide systems.

"1 (34 CFR § 200.6(h)- (5)), (34 CFR § 200.6).
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APPENDIX A

IDENTIFICATION FLOWCHARTS

The following flowcharts provide illustrated steps for four different scenarios of the identification
process:

e Scenario 1: Home Language Survey (HLS) lists only English.

e Scenario 2: HLS lists a language other than English. Student demonstrates English proficiency on
screener.

e Scenario 3: HLS lists a language other than English. Student does not demonstrate English
proficiency on screener. Records review determines student is not SLIFE.

e Scenario 4: HLS lists a language other than English. Student does not demonstrate English
proficiency on screener. Records review determines student is SLIFE.

Note: 1) Parent permission to screen for language proficiency is NOT required. However, notification of ELP results and placement are required
to share with parents in a language they prefer along with the option to waive services annually. 2) If the student has an IEP or 504, then the
MLL/EL office and special education office MUST collaborate to determine program and academic placement.

IDENTIFICATION FLOWCHART — Scenario 1 Scenario 1: Home
Language Survey (HLS)
‘ STUDENT ENROLLS IN LEA ‘ MNOTE: THE IDENTIFICATION AND lists _y_g_onl English.

PLACEMENT PROCESS MUSTBE
COMPLETED WITHIN 20 5CHOOL DAYS.

Y

‘ ApninisTER HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY ‘ SCHEDULE AND UPDATE

STUDENT RECORDS

MaTIFY 5CHOOL PERSONNEL

| LAMGUAGE 15 ENSLISH AS IDENTIFIED | OF PLACEMENT

IDENTIFICATION FLOWCHART — Scenario 2 Scenario 2: HLS lists a language other
than English. Student demonstrates
English proficiency on screener.
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IDENTIFICATION FLOWCHART — Scenario 3
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IDENTIFICATION FLOWCHART — Scenario 4
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Scenario 3: HLS lists a language
other than English. Student does
not demonstrate English
proficiency on screener. Records
review determines student is not
SLIFE.

Scenario 4: HLS lists a language
other than English. Student does
not demonstrate English
proficiency on screener. Records
review determines student is
SLIFE.

Note: ENE = Eligible but not
Enrolled (in a Language Instruction
Educational Program)
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APPENDIX B
DIFFERENTLY ABLED MLLS: MORE INFORMATION

Additional resources for Differently Abled Students who are identified as MLLs: Multilingual learners with
significant cognitive disabilities are a small but important subpopulation of students in U.S. schools, and
they may use multiple modes of communication, including speech as well as augmentative and
alternative communication devices. These devices, such as communication boards, tablets, or eye gaze-
operated systems, are important for multilingual learners with significant cognitive disabilities who need
alternative communication methods because they enable these students to demonstrate their
multilingual language development, communicate needs or wants, and access content instruction.

« How to Evaluate/Provide Services to Students with Disabilities?

o ELSWD Guideline - updated 2023

e Planning Evaluations - updated December 2022

« Language vs Disability

o Use CLIM to Help Determine Language Difference vs. Disability

« Considerations for Interpreters at

o« Meetings
e Checklist for IEP Teams

e Ensuring Appropriate Practices for IEP Teams

e Selecting Accommodations

e Accessibility - One Pager Planning for Screening

« Characteristics of English Learners with Significant Cognitive Disabilities: Findings
from the Individual Characteristics Questionnaire

« Classroom Perspectives on English Learners with Significant Cognitive Disabilities

« Nonverbal Communication in Diverse Classrooms: Intercultural Competence
Considerations for Supporting English Learners With Significant Cognitive Disabilities

« The Role of Language and Communication in the Education of English Learners With
Significant Cognitive Disabilities

« Augmentative and Alternative Communication Device Considerations for

Multilingual Learners with Significant Cognitive Disabilities (advancingaltella.org)
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https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VI-Evaluating-EL-Students-for-Special-Education-Services-and-Providing-Services.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ParticipationofELSWDedits10.2.20.pdf?ver=2020-10-05-101520-367
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/MLL/Planning%20Evaluations%20for%20Diverse%20Learners%20Resources2022.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VI-Language-Differences-VS-Disability.pdf
https://caipsychs.com/clim/
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/special%20ed%20interpretation%20handout.pdf?ver=2020-09-29-124543-143
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/special%20ed%20interpretation%20handout.pdf?ver=2020-09-29-124543-143
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VI-Checklist-for-IEP-Teams.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VI-Ensuring-Appropriate-Practices-for-ELSWD.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VI-Selecting-Accomodations.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/AccessibilityOnePagerWIDAScreen-08-2020.pdf?ver=2020-08-04-151604-343
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ICQ-Report-Findings%20from%20the%20Individual%20Characteristics%20Questionnaire.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-000
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ICQ-Report-Findings%20from%20the%20Individual%20Characteristics%20Questionnaire.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-000
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/Classroom-Perspectives-Report.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-203
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ALTELLA-Brief%2003-Nonverbal-Communication.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-390
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ALTELLA-Brief%2003-Nonverbal-Communication.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-390
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ALTELLA_Brief-07_Language-and-Communication.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-567
https://ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads%202020-21/ALTELLA_Brief-07_Language-and-Communication.pdf?ver=2020-09-28-104256-567
https://advancingaltella.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Brief1_AACDeviceConsiderations.pdf
https://advancingaltella.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Brief1_AACDeviceConsiderations.pdf

APPENDIX C

RESOURCES

Document

Rhode Island Regulations and Guidance for English
Language Learners Chapter 16-54 Regulation (200-
RICR-20-30-3)

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-
07/R1%20MLL%20Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-
2025.pdf

Rhode Island Special Education Regulations

ride.ri.gov/students-families/special-education/special-
education-regulations

Rl Home Language Survey

Other languages available under Regulations and
Guidance

Notification to Opt a Child Out of MLL Programs

RIDE Assessment Manuals & Materials

Statewide MLL Census

RI-MLL-Statewide-Exit-Criteria-2026.pdf

RIDE MTSS District Practice Profile

Parent/Guardian notification Sample Letter
Notification to Opt a Child Back Into MLL Programs

WIDA ACCESS Domain Exemption Guidance

WIDA Alternate Screener: WIDA ALT Screener - When
to Use_RI_0.pdf

Description

These are state regulations aligned to R.l. Gen. Laws §
16-54-1, et seq. and are intended to support
compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(42 U.S.C. § 2000d et seq.) and the Equal Education
Opportunities Act of 1974 (See: 20 U.S.C. § 1703 (f))

Rhode Island establishes state regulations pursuant to
R.l. Gen. Laws Chapter 16-24 and the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) (20 U.S.C. Chapter 33,
1400 et. seq.)

Survey for parents to complete at the time of
enrollment in a district. The state survey is available
on RIDE’s MLL webpage in other languages: Arabic,
Kriolu (Cape Verde), Chinese, French, Haitian Creole,
Khmer, Lao, Portuguese, Spanish, Swabhili, Wolof,
Yoruba.

Sample notification LEAs can customize; this is an
annual letter.

State assessment manuals and materials.

The MLL Census is the state data collection of MLL
student data. Access is protected. To obtain access in
your LEA, contact your data manager.

Letter on the current statewide exit criteria for an MLL
to be reclassified.

This practice profile should be used by state and
district MTSS leaders to inform the development of
effective action plans, professional learning, coaching
strategies, and implementation efforts as part of
existing or currently developed strategic planning
which is informed by school improvement plans.
Sample notification LEAs can customize

Sample notification LEAs can customize.

Statewide process to collect and submit information
on a domain exemption during ACCESS state testing.
Statewide approach to using the WIDA Alternate
Screener grades K-12.
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https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/BOE/REG_10275_20181030154255.pdf
https://risos-apa-production-public.s3.amazonaws.com/BOE/REG_10275_20181030154255.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-07/RI%20MLL%20Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-2025.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-07/RI%20MLL%20Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-2025.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-07/RI%20MLL%20Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-2025.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/200-20-30-6
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/special-education/special-education-regulations
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/special-education/special-education-regulations
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/HLS-AIG-final-4-30-2020.pdf?ver=2020-05-21-101401-463
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/multilingual-learners-mlls-english-learners-els/mll-proficiency-and-awareness
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/multilingual-learners-mlls-english-learners-els/mll-proficiency-and-awareness
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VII-Notification-to-Opt-Out.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/assessment-manuals-materials
https://portal.ride.ri.gov/Account/Login
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2026-04/RI-MLL-Statewide-Exit-Criteria-2026.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6bFJ7_9VAWaLF9rOOxD4I4M3dgNGYPH/view
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2026-06/Sample%20MLL%20Parent%20Notification%20Letter.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/EL-Toolkit/VII-Notification-to-Opt-Back.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/media/42386/download
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-11/WIDA%20ALT%20Screener%20-%20When%20to%20Use_RI_0.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-11/WIDA%20ALT%20Screener%20-%20When%20to%20Use_RI_0.pdf

Supporting MLL Students with Inconsistent/Interrupted
Formal Education: A Practical Approach for Rhode
Island Educators.

School and District Report Card

Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): A New Education
Law | U.S. Department of Education

English Learner Tool Kit for State and Local Education
Agencies

WIDA Secure Portal

WIDA AMS
WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Manual

WIDA Tell Us About Your Child Survey

Resource for LEA on supporting student with
interrupted or limited formal schooling.

Statewide LEA accoutbability data collection.

Equal Education Opportunities Act of 1974 (See: 20
U.S.C. § 1703 (f))

English Learner Tool Kit Updated with ESSA references.
OELA’s EL Tool Kit was published in 2015 as a
companion to support the 2015 Dear Colleague Letter
(DCL) produced by the Department of Education,
Office for Civil Rights, and the Department of Justice,
outlining legal obligations for ELs. Some chapters of
the tool kit have been updated related to the Every
Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA).

WIDA platform where training and materials are
available for LEAs.

DRC data platform to use for screening and student
assessment.

WIDA manual on accessibility and accommodation on
WIDA assessment products.

WIDA developed family survey of multilingual learners
with the most significant cognitive disabilities to better
understand a student's language and communication
needs. In the survey, families or caregivers will answer
guestions about a student’s method of communication
and language, their ability to understand
communication and their preferred communication
supports. Available in multiple languages.
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https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/laws-preschool-grade-12-education/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/every-student-succeeds-act-essa-new-education-law
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/laws-preschool-grade-12-education/every-student-succeeds-act-essa/every-student-succeeds-act-essa-new-education-law
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/2020/10/eltoolkit.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/2020/10/eltoolkit.pdf
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3Ddf5eea1aaad6494faf79ae0c83448e76%26code_challenge%3DZD1KOy1DCxV44_M9AoyKk2Ua4eq7k3PH2GdDQB9IO3Y%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://www.drcedirect.com/all/eca-portal-v2-ui/#/login/WIDA
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/accessibility-and-accommodations-manual
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/tell-us-about-your-child-survey
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads-2020-21/RI-SIFE-Practical-Tool-Feb-2020.pdf?ver=2021-03-02-143626-047
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads-2020-21/RI-SIFE-Practical-Tool-Feb-2020.pdf?ver=2021-03-02-143626-047
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/uploads-2020-21/RI-SIFE-Practical-Tool-Feb-2020.pdf?ver=2021-03-02-143626-047
https://reportcard.ride.ri.gov/

Resource Table

RESOURCE WEBLINKS

Identification at Ongoing
the time of enrollment annual process

Annu L Parent Notification Sample

RIDEACCESSQnmmnExﬂmphnn
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https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2026-05/Resource%20Weblinks%20-%20Identification%20and%20Reclassification%20-%20May%202026.pdf

