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MLL Regulations Implementation Support 

Proficiency and Awareness Requirements 

For the full Brief refer to: Brief 2 MLL Proficiency and Awareness Requirements 

Implementing the Rhode Island Multilingual Learner Regulations. 

Table 1. Proficiency and Awareness Requirements in both Content-Based Education and Bilingual Education 

Proficiency is required for: 

Proficiency is 

recommended, but 

awareness is required, 

for: 

Awareness is required for:  
Awareness is 

recommended for: 

Teachers responsible for 

Integrated Language and 

Content Instruction 

These teachers are providing 

MLLs with standard-aligned 

core content instruction and 

language development 

simultaneously. 

Note: The requirement of 

demonstrating proficiency is 

determined by teacher 

assignment rather than simply 

by a type of certification a 

teacher holds 

A sample list could be that of 

core content courses (not 

limited to): 

• ELA,  

• Math,  

• Science, 

• Social Studies 
 

Teachers not 

responsible for 

Integrated Language 

and Content 

Instruction 

These teachers are 

providing MLLs with 

standard-aligned 

content instruction and 

language development 

simultaneously. 

A sample list could be 

that of specials content 

courses (not limited to): 

• Art 

• Physical Education 

• Music  
 

All other teachers, 

administrators, and 

certified personnel 

These teachers are 

providing MLLs with 

standard-aligned content 

instruction and language 

development 

simultaneously, they are 

making decisions on 

policies and funding 

allocation, they are 

interacting with MLLs in 

specific contexts. 

A sample list could be (not 

limited to): 

• Art 

• Physical Education 

• Music  

• Principal, Assistant 

Principal 

• Superintendent, 

Assistant Superintendent 

• School Counselor 

• School and 

Community Liaison 

Other non-certified 

personnel 

A sample list could be 

(not limited to): 

• Office staff,  

• Paraprofessionals,  

• Parent center 

staff  

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/Regulations/part/200-20-30-3?reg_id=13226
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Table 2. Demonstrating Proficiency and Awareness Requirements in both Content-Based Education and 

Bilingual Education 

Demonstrating Proficiency Demonstrating Awareness 

Educators can demonstrate proficiency in the following ways: 

• RIDE-approved professional learning - Coming Soon 

• MLL Endorsement 

• MLL Integrated Content Extension Certificate - Coming Soon 

• Full ESOL or BDL Certificate  

Current certifications that meet the criteria for proficiency:   

• Early Childhood Bilingual & Dual Language Education Teacher, Gr 

PK-3 

• Elementary Bilingual & Dual Language Education Teacher, Gr K-6 

• Middle Grades Bilingual & Dual Language Education Teacher, Gr 5-8 

• Secondary Grades Bilingual & Dual Language Education Teacher, Gr 

6-12  

• All Grades English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher, Grades 

PK-12 

Formerly issued certifications that meet the criteria for 

proficiency if certificate is still valid:  

• Early Childhood English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher, 

Grades PK-2 

• Endorsement: English As a Second Lang- Early Childhood 

• Elementary English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher, 

Grades 1-6 

• Endorsement: English As a Second Language - Elementary 

• Endorsement: English As a Second Language - Middle Grades 

• Middle Grades English to Speakers of Other Languages Teacher, 

Grades 5-8 

• Endorsement: English As a Second Language - Secondary 

• Secondary Grades English to Speakers of Other Languages 

Teacher, Grades 7-12 

• All Grades English As a Second Language Specialist, Grades PK-12 

• ESL Specialist/Consultant, Grades PK-12 

• Endorsement: Content ESL Teacher 

Educators can demonstrate 

awareness through RIDE-

approved professional learning 

(in development) or completion 

of any of the proficiency 

pathways. 

 

RIDE is committed to providing 

awareness professional learning 

to LEAs at no cost.  

This professional learning will 

be no more than 15 hours.  

  

Note: RIDE does not require all teachers to hold a certification as a Teacher of English to Speakers of other 

Languages; however, LEAs may establish local requirements that go beyond the state minimum requirements 

outlined in Table 1 above. 


