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Rhode Island Multilingual Learner Regulations 2025 

MLL Proficiency and Awareness 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Version 1.0 December 2025 

 

MLL Proficiency and Awareness General Questions 

1. Who needs MLL awareness vs. proficiency? 

See Brief 2 and section §3.12.C of MLL regulations (pages 23-25). 

 

2. When will MLL awareness professional learning be available? 

RIDE will offer two online, asynchronous options for the MLL awareness requirement. The 

first course will be available in February 2026—please watch for upcoming communication 

when it opens. A second course, designed specifically for instructional leaders, will be 

released in spring 2026. Each course will take up to 15 hours to complete. Districts may 

choose whichever option best meets their educators’ needs. 

 

3. What are the costs associated with MLL awareness professional learning? 

The awareness courses will be available to all RI educators and districts at no cost. LEAs will 

determine when and how their educators complete the awareness professional learning.  

 

4. When will MLL proficiency professional learning be available? 

Currently, educators may enroll in ESOL or BDL certification or RIDE-approved MLL 

endorsement programs to begin working towards meeting the MLL proficiency requirement. 

Additionally, RIDE is currently accepting applications from current MLL endorsement 

providers to become approved MLL proficiency providers and will open the approval process 

for new MLL proficiency providers in early 2026. RIDE will publish a list of approved MLL 

proficiency professional learning providers once the approval process is complete. 

 

5. What are the costs associated with MLL proficiency professional learning? 

Cost will vary by provider. Section 3.12.D of the MLL regulations states that LEAs will provide 

MLL proficiency and awareness professional learning at no cost to the teachers, 

administrators, and other school personnel needing MLL proficiency or awareness 

professional learning. When possible, MLL proficiency and awareness professional learning 

will be completed during the workday. Once RIDE publishes a list of approved providers, 

LEAs will have flexibility in choosing an MLL proficiency pathway and provider that best 

meets the district’s needs. 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-07/RI%20MLL%20Regulations-200-RICR-20-30-3-2025.pdf
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6. Can LEAs hire a curriculum vendor to provide MLL proficiency professional learning? 

Yes, if the vendor is approved by RIDE to deliver MLL proficiency professional learning.  

 

Certifications and Roles 

7. If I am a certified teacher currently employed in a Rhode Island school, do I have to submit 

anything to RIDE once I meet the MLL awareness or proficiency requirement? 

No. You will submit any relevant documentation to your LEA.  

 

It is strongly recommended that individual educators maintain all records of successful 

completion of how they meet MLL proficiency or awareness requirement.  

 

8. If a teacher holds multiple teaching certificates, which requirement do they need to meet: 

MLL awareness or proficiency? 

MLL proficiency or awareness requirements will be determined based on an educator’s 

current employment role. For example:  

• Teacher holds a middle grades and elementary certificate and currently teaches the 

Integrated Language and Content Instruction component of an MLL program in 2nd 

grade - the expectation is to meet the MLL proficiency requirement via any of the 

eligible pathways (e.g., ESOL certification, MLL proficiency professional learning). For 

the list of all the pathways that meet the MLL proficiency requirement, please see 

Brief 2.   

• Teacher holds a secondary science certificate and currently is a dean for the high 

school without teaching duties - the minimum expectation is to complete the MLL 

awareness professional learning, but this role may benefit from meeting the MLL 

proficiency requirement to better support teachers. 

• Teacher holds special education and secondary history certificates and currently 

teaches in a separate special education classroom that includes MLLs in high school - 

the expectation is to meet the MLL proficiency requirement via any of the eligible 

pathways (e.g., ESOL certification, MLL proficiency professional learning). For the list 

of all the pathways that meet the MLL proficiency requirement, please see Brief 2.   

• Teacher holds elementary and social studies middle grades certificates and currently 

teaches 7th grade social studies that is not part of an MLL program model - the 

expectation is to complete MLL awareness professional learning.   

• Teacher holds elementary and social studies middle grades certificates and currently 

teaches 7th grade Integrated Instruction social studies as part of an MLL program 

model - the expectation is to meet the MLL proficiency requirement via any of the 

eligible pathways (e.g., ESOL certification, MLL proficiency professional learning). For 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
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the list of all the pathways that meet the MLL proficiency requirement, please see 

Brief 2.  

 

9. Will I be able to renew my teacher certification if I have not yet met the MLL proficiency or 

awareness requirement? 

Yes. Currently employed educators must meet the MLL requirement by the start of the SY 

2030-31, but it is not linked to certification renewal.  

 

10. Do long term substitutes (LTS) need to meet the MLL proficiency or awareness 

requirements? 

Long-term substitutes are excluded from the MLL proficiency and awareness expectations. 

Although LTS are not required to meet MLL expectations, it is highly recommended that they 

be provided the opportunity to complete the professional learning appropriate to their role. 

 

11. What are the expectations for teachers with preliminary certificates? 

Per MLL regulations, compliance is not tied to one’s certification; rather, it is determined by 

the role an educator currently holds. Educators working with preliminary certification will 

work toward meeting the MLL requirements, as determined by their role, while also 

meeting full certification requirements.   

 

12. What if a teacher who has met the MLL awareness requirement moves or is reassigned to 

a new role that now requires MLL proficiency? 

All educators and LEAs have until 2030-31 to fully meet the MLL proficiency and/or 

awareness requirements. When considering moves or reassignments, LEAs may want to 

prioritize teachers with credentials appropriate for the new role.  

 

Beginning in the SY 2030-2031, and each subsequent year thereafter, teachers working in 

roles that require awareness who move to a role requiring MLL proficiency will have two (2) 

years from the date of appointment to meet the MLL proficiency requirement. 

 

13. What if a teacher has indicated that they do not intend to complete the MLL proficiency 

requirement? 

For roles requiring MLL proficiency, teachers who do not meet the MLL proficiency by 

SY2030-31 will have to be reassigned to a role that does not require MLL proficiency, per 

section 3.12.C.5 of the MLL regulations. All applicable laws and regulations must be followed 

to ensure the proper assignment of personnel. 

 

 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
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MLL Endorsement  

14. What is an MLL endorsement? 

In general, an endorsement, as defined in the Regulations Governing the Certification of 

Educators in Rhode Island 200-RICR-20-20-1, is added to an existing valid teacher, support 

professional, or administrator certificate in recognition of specialized or advanced expertise 

in an area. In Rhode Island, endorsements are not equivalent to teaching certificates; 

however, when added to a valid certification, MLL endorsement is one way a teacher may 

meet the MLL proficiency requirement and, therefore, be eligible to teach Integrated 

Language and Content Instruction courses. 

 

15. What is the relationship between MLL proficiency and MLL endorsement? 

Upon successful completion of a RIDE-approved MLL proficiency professional learning, 

educators will be eligible to apply for the MLL endorsement within the RIDE Portal/My eCert 

at no cost to the educator. While educators are not required to obtain the MLL endorsement 

itself to meet the MLL proficiency requirement, it might be beneficial to have it recorded in 

the My eCert portal to maintain an official record. 

 

Note: To be eligible for the MLL Endorsement, an educator must complete a RIDE-approved 

MLL proficiency professional learning delivered by a provider from RIDE’s MLL proficiency 

professional learning list (coming soon). 

 

16. What if I have already completed a RIDE-approved MLL endorsement course? 

Educators who hold an RI MLL endorsement are considered to have met the MLL proficiency 

requirement. Please submit your MLL endorsement certificate to your district for verification 

of meeting MLL proficiency. 

 

17. I am currently enrolled in a RIDE-approved MLL endorsement course. When do I have to 

complete it by? 

Candidates currently enrolled in approved MLL endorsement programs, or candidates who 

enroll prior to June 2026, will be granted until June 2027 to complete their program and will 

remain eligible for the MLL endorsement.   

 

18. Do I qualify for the MLL endorsement if I hold a degree in Teaching English as Second 

Language (TESL), Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL), or Bilingual 

Education from an accredited institution? 

While a TESL, TESOL, or BE degree can be used to meet the MLL proficiency requirement, it 

does not make an educator eligible for the MLL endorsement. To be eligible for the MLL 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Certification-Regulations-2025.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Certification-Regulations-2025.pdf
https://portal.ride.ri.gov/Account/Login
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endorsement, an educator must complete a RIDE-approved MLL proficiency professional 

learning. 

 

Note: We highly encourage any educator who holds an ESOL or BDL degree to apply for the 

RI ESOL or BDL certification. Please visit our website for information on how to get certified 

in Rhode Island. 

 

Other Credentials 

19. Do I meet the MLL proficiency or awareness requirement if I hold a degree in Teaching 

English as Second Language (TESL), Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages 

(TESOL), or Bilingual Education from an accredited institution, but do not hold a Rhode 

Island ESOL or BDL certification? 

Yes. Please submit your transcript to your LEA for verification. 

 

Note: We highly encourage any educator who holds an ESOL or BDL degree to apply for the 

RI ESOL or BDL certification. Please visit our website for information on how to get certified 

in Rhode Island. 

 

20. Do I meet the MLL proficiency or awareness requirement if I hold a teacher SEI 

endorsement from Massachusetts? 

Educators holding an MA SEI endorsement meet RI MLL awareness requirement. Please 

submit your MA SEI endorsement certificate to your LEA for verification. If your role requires 

MLL proficiency, please see Brief 2 for a list of pathways that will allow you to meet the MLL 

proficiency requirement. 

 

21. Do I meet the MLL proficiency or awareness requirement if I hold an SEI administrator 

endorsement from Massachusetts? 

Educators holding an MA SEI administrator endorsement meet RI MLL awareness 

requirement. Please submit your MA SEI administrator endorsement certificate to your LEA 

for verification. 

 

22. Do I meet the MLL proficiency or awareness requirement if I hold a Teaching English as 

Foreign Language (TEFL) certificate or Certificate in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 

Languages (CELTA)? 

No. These certificates are not designed for teaching MLLs in the K-12 school context in the 

United States. Please see Brief 2 for an explanation on how to meet MLL proficiency or 

awareness requirement. 

https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification/how-get-certified
https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification/how-get-certified
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Brief%202-%20MLL%20Proficiency%20and%20Awareness.pdf
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23. Is there an option to take a test to demonstrate proficiency? 

Currently there is no testing option available, but RIDE is reviewing whether one can be 

validated for this purpose. 

 

Data Collection and Reporting 

24. Will RIDE collect MLL proficiency and awareness data? 

LEAs will need to track the status of educators successfully meeting the MLL proficiency or 

awareness requirement. RIDE anticipates data collection for completion and meeting the 

MLL regulations requirements. 

 

Other 

25. We have encountered a special scenario not listed above. What do we do? 

In unique cases, please consult with RIDE before making any determinations. Reach out to 

us at mll@ride.ri.gov. 

mailto:mll@ride.ri.gov

