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WIDA Alternate (ALT) Screener - When to Use 

WIDA Alternate Screener is a new, pencil-and-paper English language proficiency screening assessment individually 

administered to new students1 with the most significant cognitive disabilities in grades K–12. It helps educators identify 

if students are Multilingual Learners (MLL)2, therefore entitled to English language development instruction and required 

to participate in the state Alternate ACCESS assessment. See WIDA Alternate Screener for additional details.  

REMINDER: the language screening process follows the completion of the Home and Language Survey (HLS) indicating 

a language other than English.  

Intended audience- Principals, Parent Center personnel, MLL Directors, Special Education Directors, Intake personnel, 

and teachers supporting students with the most significant cognitive disabilities in grades K–12. 

Intended purpose- This tool is intended to support LEAs in the determination of which screener to use, (the WIDA 

Alternate Screener or WIDA Screener) to identify possible MLL students. It is intended to accompany qualitative data 

previously collected from an in-person parent interview where the Tell Us About Your Child Survey (see 

https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/tell-us-about-your-child-survey) can be administered.  

This tool is not intended to stand alone nor to be exhaustive of all possible case scenarios. Therefore, we suggest that 

LEAs hold cross-team meetings (MLL and Special Education representatives) to determine the best path of action.  

Possible Case Scenarios 

The following table provides possible case scenarios (this is not an exhaustive list) on the use of the WIDA ALT Screener 

and implications for instruction and assessment. In the table below, “team” refers to individuals including MLL and 

Special Education educators who are responsible for academic and multilingual program placement. For a visual of this 

information, see Figure 1.  

Scenario WIDA Screener  
or  

WIDA Alt Screener? 

Instruction 

1 4th grade student with 

an IEP moving into RI 

from another state or 

Puerto Rico.  

Does the student’s IEP indicate they are 

taking alternate assessments, and that 

there is a significant cognitive disability? 

• If yes, then they are given the 
ALT WIDA Screener.  

• If no, then they are given the 
WIDA Screener.  

The student will be instructed per 

their IEP and MLL instruction if 

identified as an MLL.  

Educators should gather data and 

hold an IEP review meeting 2-3 

months after the child arrives to 

discuss progress and make any 

necessary changes.  

2 4th grade student 

moves to Rhode Island 

from another country. 

If the student already holds medical 

and/or school records that might indicate 

Significant Cognitive Disability, then they 

The student will be instructed with 

the general education curriculum 

 
1 For the entire process, see the Multilingual Learners (MLL) students’ Identification, Screening, Placement and 
Reclassification guidance at ride.ri.gov/students-families/multilingual-learners-mlls. 
2 RIDE uses multilingual learners (MLLs) to refer to the same population in federal policy as English learners (ELs). This term reflects 
the agency’s asset-based view of students who come to Rhode Island schools with broad linguistic repertoires. For a full list of MLL 
definitions, please see Rhode Island’s Strategic Plan for MLL Success. 

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/screener
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/tell-us-about-your-child-survey
https://ride.ri.gov/students-families/multilingual-learners-mlls
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/OSCAS/English-Learner-Pages/Blueprint-MLL/RIDE_StrategicPlan_MultilingualLearner_0521-finalv.pdf?ver=2021-08-25-081211-600
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might follow the recommendation of 

scenario 4 to attempt the WIDA Screener 

first and then consider ALT WIDA 

Screener. 

and receive MLL instruction if 

identified as an MLL.  

Teams should gather appropriate 

data and follow referral guidelines 

to determine whether a change is 

needed. 

3 Secondary student, 

age 14, who has had 

interrupted formal 

schooling, new to the 

country. 

Administer the WIDA Screener.  The student will be instructed with 

the general education curriculum 

and receive MLL instruction if 

identified as an MLL.  

Team should gather appropriate 

data and follow referral guidelines 

to determine whether a change is 

needed. 

4 Incoming 

kindergartener who 

has not yet been 

screened for MLL 

services. The student 

has been in an early 

childhood program 

and/or has had an IEP 

from the age of 3.  

The student should be given the WIDA 

Screener. If the student is not able to 

engage with the screener, the team 

should meet to determine if the data 

show it is due to possible developmental 

delays or other factors such as the age of 

the child and/or the new environment. If 

data collected show it is due to significant 

cognitive disabilities, then they should 

administer the WIDA ALT Screener. 

The student should be instructed 

with the general education 

curriculum and receive MLL 

instruction if identified as an MLL 

with all accommodations and 

supports provided by their IEP. 

When student reaches 3rd grade, 

the IEP team will determine 

whether the student qualifies to 

take the Alternate Assessment 

(DLM) based on the eligibility 

process. 

5 A student in grades K-

2 who is from Puerto 

Rico or another 

country and has an IEP 

or medical 

documentation 

indicating a significant 

cognitive disability.  

The student’s IEP or health 

documentation indicate significant delays 

in functional skills and other data show 

there is a significant cognitive disability.  

The team will administer the WIDA ALT 

Screener.  

 

The student will be given Specially 

Designed instruction with the 

general education curriculum as 

identified in their IEP and MLL 

instruction as needed or required.  

When student reaches 3rd grade, 

the IEP team will determine 

whether the student qualifies to 

take the Alternate Assessment 

(DLM) based on the eligibility 

process.  

6 3rd grade student or 

above with an IEP that 

indicates there is a 

significant cognitive 

disability. 

The team will administer the WIDA ALT 

Screener.  

The school team will conduct a record 

review and initiate the Alternate 

Assessment (DLM) eligibility process  

Results of the eligibility process will 

determine the appropriate 

instruction and assessment for the 

student.  

https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
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7 1st grade student from 

another country who 

is new to MLL 

screening and does 

not have an IEP. 

The student should be given the WIDA 

Screener. If the student is not able to 

engage with the screener, a team should 

meet to determine if the data show it is 

due to possible developmental delays or 

other factors such as the age of the child 

and the new environment. If the data 

show it is due to the most significant 

cognitive disabilities, then they should 

administer the WIDA ALT Screener. 

If the ALT WIDA Screener was 

given, referral to special education 

should begin. During this time, the 

student will receive instruction in 

the general education curriculum 

and receive MLL instruction if the 

student qualifies as an MLL.  

If the student qualifies for an IEP, 

student's goals should still be 

connected to the general education 

curriculum until 3rd grade when the 

Alternate Assessment (DLM) can be 

discussed based on the eligibility 

process.  

https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/assessment/dlm-assessments
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Figure 1 Illustrates correspondence with the table above 

 POSSIBLE CASE SCENARIOS 
WHAT SCREENER TO 

CHOOSE? 
IF MLL STATUS YES 

INSTRUCTION 
IF MLL STATUS YES 

ASSESSMENT 

1 
4th grade student with an IEP moving into RI from 

another state or Puerto Rico. 

IEP informs the selection of the 

Screener 
IEP and Screener results inform instruction and assessment. 

2 
4th grade student moves to Rhode Island from 

another country. 
WIDA Screener 

General Education and MLL 

Instruction 

RICAS 

ACCESS 

3 
Secondary student, age 14, who has had 

interrupted formal schooling, new to the country. 
WIDA Screener 

General Education and MLL 

Instruction 

PSAT/SAT 

ACCESS 

4 

Incoming kindergartener who has not yet been 

screened for MLL services. Student has been in 

early childhood programs and/or has had an IEP 

from the age of 3. 

WIDA Screener or WIDA ALT 

Screener 

Based on consultation with 

Special Education 

General Education and MLL Instruction until 3rd grade with 

appropriate supports. 

5 

A student in grades K-2 who is from Puerto Rico or 

another country; has an IEP or documentation 

indicating significant cognitive disability. 

WIDA ALT Screener 

Specially Designed Instruction 

(SDI) and MLL Instruction with 

alignment and access to general 

education 

Instruction will determine 

assessment 

6 
3rd grade student or above with an IEP that 

indicates there is a significant cognitive disability. 
WIDA ALT Screener 

Eligibility status will determine instruction and assessment 

• LEA will initiate DLM eligibility for the student 
How do you determine? 

- Further data collection 

- Tentative placement 

- Special Education involvement 

DLM qualification: 

• Qualifies: DLM and ALT ACCESS 

• Does not qualify: RICAS and ACCESS 

7 
1st grade student from another country who is new 

to MLL screening and does not have an IEP. 

WIDA Screener 
Some cases may then need WIDA 

ALT Screener based on review of 

data with special education 

How do you determine? 

- Further data collection 

- Tentative placement 

- Special Education involvement 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Don’t see your scenario above? Other questions? 

Contact Klein, Emily Emily.Klein@ride.ri.gov  in OSCAS (Office of School, Community, and 

Academic Supports) at RIDE. 

 

2. What questions should LEAs ask families of students with confirmed or suspected significant 

cognitive disability? 

Tell Us About Your Child: User Guide, Survey, Family Letter (with translations) (TUAYCS) 

The TUAYCS can be administered at any time; however, education teams may find it helpful for 

instructional planning if it is completed within the first month of enrollment. We strongly 

recommend that the survey be administered in a face-to-face setting, rather than via electronic or 

paper delivery, and that the school provides interpreters as necessary. Allow for 30–40 minutes 

for the completion of the survey and follow-up conversation with the parent or guardian.  

 

3. Who should administer the WIDA ALT Screener?  

Educators who have completed the ALT WIDA Screener Assessment Training in the WIDA Secure 

Portal. It is recommended that the assessor has experience working with students with intellectual 

disabilities.  

 

4. When should the ALT WIDA Screener be administered? 

Screening should take place within the first 20 days of enrollment. Where there are extenuating 

circumstances involving determination of significant cognitive ability, this timeline may not be 

feasible. In some cases, a WIDA Screener can be administered, and a further ALT WIDA Screener 

might provide more information for instruction and placement purposes. If you anticipate needing 

extended time for screening, make sure to keep detailed documentation of decisions in the 

student’s permanent file. The 1% ESSA expectations for alternate assessment should be 

considered when determining the use of the WIDA ALT Screener. 

 

5. Should a student in pre-K be screened for potential MLL eligibility? 

Students in pre-K should not be screened for MLL eligibility, such screening is required for 

incoming kindergarteners. Language supports should still be made available for students who are 

dual language learners. Pre-K specific online training for educators is available in the WIDA Secure 

Portal.  
 

6. How do I access the training to administer the WIDA ALT Screener? 

The training course is available in the Assessment Training section of the WIDA Secure Portal. 

  

mailto:Emily.Klein@ride.ri.gov
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/tell-us-about-your-child-survey
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D3018f55724664ed1a0ba567a0f6c1e9b%26code_challenge%3DUGJQTHiCRNxyIAAJr93LZ44DlA7Iio9Vt6pA-BhHq7s%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D3018f55724664ed1a0ba567a0f6c1e9b%26code_challenge%3DUGJQTHiCRNxyIAAJr93LZ44DlA7Iio9Vt6pA-BhHq7s%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D3018f55724664ed1a0ba567a0f6c1e9b%26code_challenge%3DUGJQTHiCRNxyIAAJr93LZ44DlA7Iio9Vt6pA-BhHq7s%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D3018f55724664ed1a0ba567a0f6c1e9b%26code_challenge%3DUGJQTHiCRNxyIAAJr93LZ44DlA7Iio9Vt6pA-BhHq7s%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D3018f55724664ed1a0ba567a0f6c1e9b%26code_challenge%3DUGJQTHiCRNxyIAAJr93LZ44DlA7Iio9Vt6pA-BhHq7s%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
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7. Where do I find the WIDA ALT Screener? 

The ALT WIDA Screener is paper-based. All materials including the Test Administrator Manual, 

Test Administrator Script, Student Response Booklet, and Student Test Booklet are available for 

download on the WIDA Secure Portal. 

 

8. How do I score the WIDA ALT Screener? 
The WIDA ALT Screener scoring calculator is available online at WIDA Alternate Screener Score 

Calculator | WIDA.  

 

9. Where do I report the results of the WIDA ALT Screener? 

To report results in the MLL Census, look for the WIDA ALT Screener in the updated drop-down 

menu for screener selection.  

 

10. At which points in the process should parents be informed about the WIDA ALT Screener and its 

results if administered? 

Score reporting timeline should be communicated to families at the time of the in-person 

interview and administration of the Tell Us About Your Child survey. The time between screening 

and score reporting should be no more than 10 days. 

 

11. Who disseminates WIDA ALT Screener scores to families and educators?  

WIDA does not generate or send score reports. The screener administrator is responsible for 

sharing results appropriately and keeping documentation in the student’s permanent record. 

 

12. How do I get a WIDA Secure Portal login? 

Contact your district MLL Director/Coordinator. They have permission to create accounts for the 

users in the district.  

For assistance with your account, contact the WIDA Client Services Center at help@wida.us or call 

(866) 276-7735.  

 

13. Where do I find the WIDA accessibility and accommodation manual? 

WIDA updates the manuals annually and can be found at Accessibility and Accommodations. 

 

 

https://portal.wida.us/IDP/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3DSecurePortal2%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fportal.wida.us%252Fclient%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520wida_idp%26state%3D3018f55724664ed1a0ba567a0f6c1e9b%26code_challenge%3DUGJQTHiCRNxyIAAJr93LZ44DlA7Iio9Vt6pA-BhHq7s%26code_challenge_method%3DS256%26response_mode%3Dquery
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/alt-screener/calculator
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources/tell-us-about-your-child-survey
mailto:help@wida.us
https://wida.wisc.edu/assess/accessibility-accommodations

