State of Rhode Island

— DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SsuERe St Shepard Building
255 Westminster Street
Q\\Wy:/’/ Providence, Rhode Island 02903-3400

Angélica Infante-Green
Commissioner

October 1, 2025

The Honorable K. Joseph Shekarchi
Speaker of the House

82 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

The Honorable Valarie Lawson
Senate President

82 Smith Street

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear House Speaker Shekarchi and Senate President Lawson:

In accordance with RIGL 16-26.1-3, please find the 2025 Rhode Island Vision Education Services
Program Annual Report enclosed. In accordance with State Law.

The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) has continued to work closely with the Sherlock
Center at Rhode Island College and local school districts in stabilizing the program and improving
accountability for the services provided to the blind and visually impaired students of Rhode Island.

The General Assembly Vision Services Task Force provided an opportunity to considerthe long-tem
stability of RIVESP and vision services for students in our state. RIDE remains available and
committed to support the recommendations of the Task Force. The report includes some of the
following highlights as well as some challenges facing the program.

Some of the highlights from this year’s report:

e The program provided 5,155.5 Teacher of the Visually Impaired (TVI) hours of
instruction and zero Orientation and Mobility (OM) hours due to lack of staffing.

e 193 students were serviced by the RIVESP program.

e 48 assessment referrals and re-evaluations were received and completed.

e Extended School Year (ESY) services were provided to 11 students in 7 districts
during the summer of 2025.

e Leadership atthe Sherlock Center continues to implement program improvements to
enhance service quality, data-driven decision making, financial management and
teacher evaluations.

Some of the challenges:
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e The program continues to struggle to hire an Orientation and Mobility (OM) provider as the
shortage of OMs remains a national issue. RIVESP continues to seek creative alternatives to
attract and hire Orientation and Mobility providers.

RIDE remains committed to supporting the RIVESP and the recommendations of the Vision Services
Task Force in meeting the needs of the students with visual impairments and providing future stability
for the program. Currently RIDE helps support the RIVESP program by supplementing some of the
cost with $684,600 in IDEA Part B funds. We look forward to a productive dialogue in the coming
General Assembly Session and a plan for the continuedlong-term stability of the RIVESP. We remain
available for questions.

Sincerely,
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Angél'i‘.ca Infante-Green
Commissioner of Education
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