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As we continue our commitment to providing an accessible, high-quality education for all
students, I am pleased to introduce Rhode Island’s Blueprint and Strategic Plan for Differently-
Abled Students’ Success. With this Blueprint and Strategic Plan, the Rhode Island Department
of Education sets out a new and bold vision for the education of our differently-abled students;
one that promises not just an inclusive education, but one that ensures all students are
rightfully present. This effort represents a pivotal step forward in our mission to ensure that
every student—regardless of race, gender, socioeconomic status, and/or disability category—
experiences a robust and equitable education founded on high expectations that are designed
to promote self-determination. RIDE is dedicated to implementing this vision with integrity over
the next five years.

Special education is not just a segment of our education system; it is a cornerstone of our
commitment to preparing all children for positive life outcomes. We aspire to an educational
system that holds high expectations for all students, is responsive to students’ individual needs,
and pushes the boundaries of imagination and innovation to create better learning conditions
for students and educators. We recognize that each student holds unique strengths and
potential, and it is our shared responsibility at all levels of the Rhode Island’s educational
system to provide the responsive instruction and support necessary for students to thrive in
their education and in lives beyond schooling.

This Blueprint and Strategic Plan is crafted with the input of key stakeholders including
educators, administrators, parents, advocacy organizations, community leaders, and students.
It embodies our shared vision for a more inclusive, responsive, and effective education system
for our state’s differently abled students—one that ensures they are rightfully present. Our goals
are comprehensive and guided by five guiding principles developed with a foundation in equity
in opportunities, resources, and access for differently abled students.

Every child deserves to learn in a welcoming environment where they are nurtured, supported,
and pushed to reach their greatest potential. In Rhode Island, our goal is to support districts,
schools, educators, and families in providing equitable, high-quality educational experiences to
all students. To make those experiences truly accessible for all, our vision must include helping
schools develop effective strategies to meet the needs of differently abled students.

As we move forward with this Strategic Plan, we are dedicated to a belief in the limitless
potential of every student. Together, we will work to build an education system that not only
meets the needs of our students but also celebrates their diverse abilities and aspirations. I
extend my deepest gratitude to everyone who has contributed to the development of this plan.
Your dedication and insight have been invaluable. With your continued support, we will
advance our mission to provide a high-quality, inclusive education for all students in Rhode
Island.

Commissioner’s Statement
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Introduction
Rhode Island’s Blueprint and Strategic Plan
provides direction for state and local leaders to
act on their shared commitment to and collective
vision for the success of differently-abled
students.* The plan is grounded in extensive
research and developed through a collaborative
process involving a diverse group of stakeholders.
This work aims to improve the support systems,
instruction, and outcomes for Rhode Island’s
differently-abled students who receive special
education services. Using the Blueprint and
Strategic Plan as a guiding force, the Rhode
Island Department of Education (RIDE) aims to
create a more fundamentally integrated and
comprehensive educational system with high
expectations and expansive opportunities for all
differently-abled students—one that prepares
them for success in education and life. 
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OVERVIEW

Vision

Goals

Principles

Strategies

Actions

This figure outlines the structure of the DAS
Strategic Plan, including the vision, the
guiding principles, the seven goals, and their
associated strategies and actions.

Rhode Island has had success in implementing special education requirements
consistent with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and often goes
beyond its requirements. To continue to reach beyond compliance-driven inclusion,
this Blueprint and Strategic Plan encourages a mindset shift to Rightful Presence,
ensuring differently-abled students truly belong in and have access to all school has to
offer. 

Rightful Presence is an educational approach that encourages the co-creation of a
learning environment that fosters a culture of true belonging for students, families, and
educators. This can be particularly meaningful for those who have been historically
disenfranchised and marginalized based on perceived identities, such as race, culture,
language, gender, and ability. Rightful Presence means more than just being included;
Rightful Presence requires viewing all aspects of education through a justice-oriented
lens to redesign and transform school ecosystems so all students can thrive and grow.
Each component of this Blueprint and Strategic Plan was crafted with Rightful
Presence at the core; it asks leaders, educators, families, and students to work together
to critically assess existing policies and practices for existing barriers to access and
areas suited for improved student support, such that all members of our Rhode Island
education system are rightfully present. 

A Mindset Shift to Rightful Presence
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Rqg5pUYJwH9byO3x8r7Fdu3QiFnRZGIpunGqFujghBA/edit?disco=AAABUVtdans


Twenty percent of Rhode Island’s students are classified as differently-abled, and
they are an integral part of our state’s educational system—not a population
apart. This plan describes the driving vision and principles, and goals; sets out the
process of development; provides an overview of Rhode Island’s differently-abled
students; and details the goals, strategies, and actions to be implemented over the
next five years. With this Strategic Plan, the RIDE commits to investing in the
success of differently-abled students in all environments with respect to their
individual needs, skills, and capabilities. 

Call to Action
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