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Q & A  

McKinney-Vento RFP Informational Webinar 8.6.25 

LEAs may submit additional questions (prior to August 29, 2025) via email to Eileen.botelho@ride.ri.gov . 
This document will be updated accordingly. 

 

1. Who is eligible to apply for the McKinney-Vento grant? 

All Local Education Agencies (LEAs) in Rhode Island are eligible to apply for this grant, including smaller 
districts and charter schools. The grant period begins October 1 and runs through September 30, with 
funding anticipated for three years, contingent on federal allocations. 

2. What is the definition of “homeless” under McKinney-Vento? 

A student is considered homeless if they lack a fixed, regular, and adequate night-time residence. This 
includes students who are doubled up with relatives, living in hotels, shelters, or cars. The McKinney-
Vento definition is different some other federal definitions. 

3. Can McKinney-Vento funds be used for transportation? 

Yes, funds can be used for excess transportation costs incurred by the district for homeless students. 
This can include gas cards, public transit, or other creative solutions, as long as proper documentation is 
maintained. However, applications are stronger when funds are used for innovative or supplemental 
activities beyond transportation. 

4. What are the specific eligibility criteria for the McKinney-Vento grant? 

 All Local Education Agencies (LEAs) are eligible to apply for the McKinney-Vento grant. 

5. How will the success of the funded projects be evaluated in subsequent years? 

Districts will need to submit a report demonstrating success and a new budget for years two and three. 

6. Can the McKinney-Vento funds be used for housing support? 

McKinney-Vento funds cannot be used for housing support. 

7. What types of activities are allowable under the McKinney-Vento grant? 

Allowable uses include educational services (tutoring, supplemental instruction), expedited evaluations, 
training for parents/guardians, coordination with community agencies, professional development for 
staff, comprehensive services (including mental health), excess transportation costs, and purchasing 
school supplies. Funds can also be used for documentation fees (e.g., birth certificates) and 
extraordinary emergency assistance, but not for rent, utilities, or direct housing support. 
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8. Can these funds be used for families who are “doubled up” but not in shelters? 

Yes, students who are doubled up with other families due to loss of housing are eligible for support under 
McKinney-Vento. The key is that the living arrangement is not fixed, regular, or adequate. 

9. Can funds be used for gas cards, Uber, or other non-bus transportation? 

Yes, as long as the method is appropriate, documented, and agreed upon by all parties. Districts may 
reimburse parents for mileage, provide gas cards, or use public transportation, provided proper records 
are kept. 

10. Can funds be used for housing or to prevent homelessness? 

No, the funds cannot be used for rent, hotel stays, or to prevent homelessness. They are strictly for 
supporting students who are already experiencing homelessness. 

11. Can funds be used for parent training or employability programs? 

Funds may be used for parent training related to supporting their child’s education (e.g., helping with 
homework), but not for general employability or skill certification programs for parents (e.g., CNA 
training). 

12. Are meals or food purchases allowable? 

Federal funds should not be used for meals. Light snacks may be permissible during parent meetings 
held at mealtimes, but full meals or grocery gift cards are not allowed. Food pantries and community 
partnerships are recommended for addressing broader food insecurity. 

13. Can store cards be provided for parents? 

Store cards can be provided for specific allowable purchases (e.g., shoes, school supplies) if well 
documented and receipts are collected. Store cards for food are not allowable due to documentation 
challenges.  

14. Are there restrictions on contracting with outside agencies? 

LEAs may contract with outside agencies to provide allowable services (e.g., counseling, mental health, 
parent training), but only for activities listed as allowable under McKinney-Vento. If the LEA receives this 
award, the LEA will be required to provide a copy of the contract with that agency. 

 

 

15. Is there a required percentage for staff vs. materials in the budget? 



 

3 
Rhode Island Department of Education August 2025 

No, there is no prescribed percentage. The budget should be reasonable, necessary and allocable to  the 
program described in the application. Proposals should not be entirely staff or entirely materials but 
reflect a balanced program of services. 

16. Can unaccompanied homeless youth receive support for basic needs? 

Yes, funds can be used for uniforms, hygiene products, laundry, and other needs if the absence of these 
items would present a barrier to participation in school. 

17. Can a proposal include multiple types of services (e.g., transportation and tutoring)? 

Yes, a single proposal can address multiple needs as part of a comprehensive program of services. There 
is no need to submit separate proposals for different activities. 

18. Have allowable uses of MV funds changed since previous years? 

No, allowable uses remain the same as in previous years, except for temporary COVID-era expansions 
that are no longer in effect. 

19. What is the application deadline and submission process? 

Applications are due August 29th, submitted electronically to MVRFPSubmissions@ride.ri.gov as a PDF 
attachment (no links or cloud documents). Submit early to confirm receipt via an automated email 
response. 

20. The application checklist states that the narrative has a maximum of 10 pages, but the 

application itself states 9. Can you clarify? 

The narrative section of the application includes: Project Information Page (1 page) and Narrative 

(9 pages) 

21. The form asks for ”Project Title and Location - Is this a specific RIDE title, or are we supposed 

to give this a project title?  

Please provide a title for your project 

 

22. At our school we use the location code (general school code) but the instructions on the budget 

indicate that we should use (01400 - student support at the LEA level) – which is correct? 

Code 01400 is more specific and the one to use in this case. 

23. If we did not apply for grant funding this year by the August 29 deadline, could we apply in year 

2 or 3, so 2026 or 2027? 

No; this is the opportunity to submit a proposal for the three-year funding cycle. 
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