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International Teacher Preliminary Certificate  

At a Glance 

The International Teacher Preliminary certificate is requested by the employing agency and is 
issued for one year. It allows qualified international educators to serve as teachers-of-record in RI 
public schools on a temporary basis. This certification pathway offers students access to diverse 
educational experiences and global cultural perspectives.  

What LEAs Need to Know 

 

• The application must be submitted by an LEA intending to hire an international educator  
• The LEA must partner with a RIDE-approved J-1 or H-1B visa sponsor  
• The LEA must agree to provide the educator with mentoring and general support 
• To renew this certificate, the LEA must confirm the educator has demonstrated 

satisfactory performance in their teaching assignment 
• The certificate can be renewed up to the life of the visa  

 
Requirements for Issuance  

 
The international educator must: 

 
• Hold a valid teaching certificate from their home country 
• Have verified U.S. equivalency in their certification area 
• Meet English language proficiency standards 
• Possess a valid J-1 or H-1B visa 
• Have two years of teaching experience in their certificate area  

 

“Local education agencies” or “LEAs” include all of the following within the state of Rhode Island: (1) 
Public school districts; (2) Regional school districts; (3) State-operated schools; (4) Regional 
collaborative schools; and (5) Charter schools and mayoral academies. R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-97.1-1. 

Questions?  
Email eqac@ride.ri.gov or go to https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2025-06/Certification-Regulations-2025.pdf
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