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Effective June 2025   
 

Fast-Track Principal Pathway  

At a Glance 

The Fast-Track Principal pathway allows experienced educators to earn a PK-12 Building Level Administrator 
certificate by completing a series of requirements. Educators pursuing this pathway may earn a Fast-Track 
Principal Preliminary certificate, allowing them to work as a building-level administrator while continuing 
additional requirements for full PK-12 Building Level Administrator certification, though this is not required to 
pursue certification through this pathway. The Fast-Track Principal Preliminary certificate is issued for four 
(4) years. All requirements below must be met to earn the full PK-12 Building Level Administrator Certificate.  

Requirements for Issuance of Fast-Track Preliminary Certificate 

 
• Holds a master’s degree or higher  
• Has a minimum of 10 years of experience as a teacher rated “effective” or “highly effective” 
• Has a record of consistent leadership within the Local Education Agency (LEA), demonstrated 

through serving as a facilitator of professional learning, dean, district coach, department 
chair, or in another leadership position within a school or LEA 

• Letter of recommendation from the superintendent of the LEA in which the educator is 
employed or was employed in the past 

• Passed all knowledge of field assessment requirements OR has completed coursework in 
school finance, school law, and supervision of school personnel 

 
Requirements for Progression to the Professional Building Level Administrator Certificate 

 
• Complete a year-long internship in the LEA where employed 
• Lead a district- or school-wide initiative  
• Complete the coursework or knowledge of field assessment that was not completed at 

issuance of the Fast-Track Preliminary Certificate 
• If all coursework was completed at a RIDE-approved program, then complete coursework in 

program evaluation, including data analysis OR complete a RIDE-approved leadership 
development program  

• If all coursework was not completed at a RIDE-approved program, then complete a RIDE-
approved leadership development program 

“Local education agencies” or “LEAs” include all of the following within the state of Rhode Island: (1) Public school 
districts; (2) Regional school districts; (3) State-operated schools; (4) Regional collaborative schools; and (5) Charter 
schools and mayoral academies. R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-97.1-1. 

Questions? Email eqac@ride.ri.gov or go to https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification 
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