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School Calendar and Length of the School Day Requirements 
 

Statute & Regulations Governing the School Calendar and Length of the 
School Day  
R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-2-2 provides that every city or town shall establish and maintain schools in their local 

education agencies (LEA) for at least one hundred eighty (180) days annually or the equivalent thereof, 

and ensure that in doing so, school districts provide one thousand eighty (1,080) school hours in a single 

school year.1 Requirements for the provision of a minimum school year and scheduled instructional time 

are further codified in the Regulations Governing the School Calendar and Length of the School Day 

(2018).2 

This guidance document contains information on all requirements related to LEA and school calendars 

and the length of the school day, processes for annual adoption and filing of school calendars with the 

Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE), and procedures for requesting flexibility from the one 

hundred eighty (180) day requirement and/or required daily instructional hours requirement. 

 

Calendar Submission 
All LEAs are required to establish and submit a tentative school year calendar for the academic year. This 

calendar is collected by RIDE via the LEA and School Calendar application as part of the Enrollment 

Census. Within the application, the calendar is submitted in two formats. 

Data Collection 
The RIDE data collection for both LEA-level and individual school-level calendars opens on May 1 

preceding the next academic year. 

Electronic document 
A PDF, word document, or other file format displaying the calendar with text / graphics is 

required for submission. This document is uploaded within the LEA and School Calendar 

application to supplement the data collection and provide evidence of the LEA having given 

public notice of the planned calendar for the academic year. 

The initial calendar data collection is typically open for a one-month window, beginning May 1, 2025. 

Submission windows and deadlines are routinely communicated via the RIDE Field Memo with regular 

reminders to LEA Data Managers. All calendars are due by July 1 preceding the next academic year. 

EXAMPLE. For the 2025-2026 academic year, tentative calendars are due by July 1, 2025. By this 

date, the LEA must have submitted the calendar via the LEA and School Calendar application and 

 
1 R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-2-2 was amended, effective June 29, 2024, with additional guidance for LEAs shared in a December 
6, 2024, Dear Colleague Letter. 
2 200-RICR-20-05-1. https://rules.sos.ri.gov/Regulations/part/200-20-05-1 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2024-12/Dear%20Colleague_Guidance%20re%2016-2-2_12.6.24.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2024-12/Dear%20Colleague_Guidance%20re%2016-2-2_12.6.24.pdf
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/Regulations/part/200-20-05-1
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given public notice of the planned calendar. The calendar is subject to Commissioner review and 

approval. 

A LEA that seeks to establish a school year that is the equivalent of one hundred eighty (180) days 

through longer days, or a combination of longer and shorter days, must submit a plan and proposal to 

the Commissioner. (See: Flexibility for 180-day Equivalent Calendar) 

All LEAs are expected to maintain their calendars and keep them up to date via the LEA and School 

Calendar application throughout the academic year. Changes to the originally scheduled calendar should 

be made via the LEA and School Calendar application by May 1 of that academic year.  

EXAMPLE. For the 2025-2026 academic year, any changes should be made throughout the year 

with calendars up to date no later than May 1, 2026, via the LEA and School Calendar 

application. These changes may be due to instances of school closure due to inclement weather, 

physical plant issues, or other emergencies. As unplanned school closures occur, LEA and School 

Calendar application updates must be made within five (5) days of the impacted school date(s). 

 

Length of the School Year and Length of the School Day 
The length of a school year is at least one hundred eighty (180) separate days consisting of a minimum of 

one thousand eighty (1,080) school hours. Of those 1,080 school hours, at least nine hundred and ninety 

(990) are actual instructional hours. 

These figures are based on the length of a school day, which is defined to include not less than five and a 

half (5½) hours (three hundred and thirty (330) minutes) of actual school work excluding lunch, recess 

periods3,4, study halls, homeroom, common planning time, student passing time, pre- and post-school 

teacher time, and any other time that is not actual instructional time. 

The planned calendar must have an additional four days designated for exigent contingencies, that is, 

make-up days in the event of inclement weather or other school closure. These four days must be 

indicated on the LEA and School Calendar application submission.5  

 

First Day of School 
The first day of school may be no later than the first Thursday after Labor Day.  

EXAMPLE. Labor Day is scheduled for Monday, September 1, 2025. A LEA’s first day of school 

must be scheduled no later than September 4, 2025. 

 
3 R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-22-4.2 addresses free-play recess and circumstances under which it may be considered 
instructional time. 
4 A 2016 Commissioner’s Advisory Opinion outlines applicability of R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-22-4.2 in elementary vs. middle 
school grades. 
5 200-RICR-20-05-1.4. 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Inside-RIDE/Legal/Commissioners-Advisories/2016/Vicki_Bejma_Middle_School_Recess_Requirements_KW_08312016.pdf
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Grade Span-Specific Provisions 
Staggered Opening 
A staggered opening schedule is permitted for certain grades6. Specifically, a staggered start date is 

permissible for a transitional class year at the secondary level, and at the kindergarten level for specific 

purposes. (See: Provisions for Kindergarten) 

EXAMPLE.  Kindergarten, fifth or sixth grade (whichever is the initial grade at middle school), 

and ninth grade may begin on September 3, 2025, while other classes begin on September 4, 

2025.  

Provisions for Kindergarten 
A maximum of five total days may be used at the kindergarten level for activities such as: 

• Screening kindergarten students;  

• Parent/student orientation; and/or 

• Parent/teacher conferences.7  

Provisions for High School Seniors 
School and LEA calendars, as applicable, shall indicate the graduation date and the last day of school for 

high school seniors. Final exams for seniors may be scheduled any time after the completion of one 

hundred seventy-one (171) instructional days. Graduation may also be scheduled any time after the 

completion of one hundred seventy-one (171) instructional days.8 

Midterms and Final Exams 
A local education agency may use four days for midterms and four days for final exams at the school 

level. On exam days, the school must be open for at least five and a half hours, but students are only 

required to be present during their examination. Through this provision, it is possible that on midterm 

and final exam days, instructional time may total less than the required five and a half hours per day.   

Final exams for seniors may be scheduled after the completion of one hundred and seventy-one (171) 

instructional days. Final exams for students in Grades 7-11 should be scheduled up through the one 

hundred and seventy-ninth (179th) day of the school year.9 

 

 
6 200-RICR-20-05-1.8. 
7 200-RICR-20-05-1.9. 
8 200-RICR-20-05-1.10 and 200-RICR-20-05-1.13. 
9 200-RICR-20-05-1.13. 
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Scheduled School Closure 
RIDE annually develops a recommended calendar for LEAs to adopt and customize for their use (See 

Appendix A). The calendar indicates scheduled school closure dates such as state holidays, optional 

observance days, and recommended dates for school breaks. 

School and State Holidays.10 On RIDE’s recommended calendar, school and state holidays are 

designated with an asterisk (*). School shall not be in session on these dates, and LEAs should indicate 

such dates on the electronic document version of their school calendars. On the RIDE LEA and School 

Calendar application, state holiday dates default to “no school” days and do not count towards a LEA’s 

180-day calendar. 

Observance Days. On RIDE’s recommended calendar, observance days that may be optionally included 

by a school community are designated with a caret symbol (^). Days of observance may be included on a 

LEA calendar at the discretion of the LEA. LEAs have the option to hold school in session or indicate a “no 

school” day in the LEA and School Calendar application and electronic document version of their school 

calendars. If a LEA does not hold school on such dates, the day will not count towards a LEA’s 180-day 

calendar. 

Elections. Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-18-15, the use of school buildings or premises shall be 

restricted to use only as polling places for the purposes of the general election, the statewide primary, 

and the presidential preference primary. 11 However, staff professional development may be held on 

these dates at the discretion of the LEA.12 On RIDE’s recommended calendar, these dates will be 

designated as “no school” days. LEAs should indicate on the electronic document version of their school 

calendars as well as on the LEA and School Calendar application that these are “no school” days during 

which school will not be in session. 

School Vacations / Breaks / Recess. The RIDE calendar provides a recommendation on the scheduling 

of holiday recess, winter recess, and spring recess in December, February, and April, respectively. 

However, it is the decision of the LEA for when or whether to schedule school breaks. LEAs should 

indicate on the electronic document of their school calendars as well as on the LEA and School Calendar 

application the recess dates that are “no school” days during which school will not be in session. 

 

Emergency School Closure, Delayed Start, or Early Dismissal 
In the event of inclement weather, physical plant emergencies, or other emergencies, LEAs and schools 

may elect to close school, conduct delayed starts, or dismiss early. Alternatively, LEAs may opt to conduct 

a virtual instructional day with an approved plan. In all scenarios, LEAs are still required to meet the 

 
10 School holidays are enumerated in R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-20-1. 
11 Block Island School in New Shoreham is not subject to the provisions of R.I. Gen. Laws § 17-18-15. 
12 Election Day is a state holiday in Rhode Island. Therefore, staff professional development cannot be held at state-
operated LEAs with state employees, i.e. William M. Davies, Jr. Career and Technical High School and Rhode Island 
School for the Deaf. 
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annual minimum of one thousand eighty (1,080) school hours, consisting of a minimum of nine hundred 

and ninety (990) hours of actual instructional time.13 

Inclement Weather.14 When a school or district has a delayed start or an early dismissal due to 

inclement weather, the school must have been in operation for at least three hours in order to count the 

day towards the required one hundred eighty-day calendar. 

If school was not in operation for at least three hours – including closure due to inclement weather – 

written notification must be provided to the Commissioner within five days explaining the situation. LEAs 

are required to make up the day unless an alternative plan has been approved (e.g., virtual instructional 

day, waivers to make up days). When reviewing LEA requests for relief due to inclement weather – 

whether the school was closed, had a delayed start, or dismissed early – RIDE focuses on whether the 

annual minimum one thousand eighty (1,080) school hours, consisting of a minimum of nine hundred 

and ninety (990) hours of actual instructional time, are provided, rather than upon the number of 

“school days”. For scenarios LEAs may encounter in the event of school closure due to inclement 

weather, see Appendix B. 

Physical Plant and Other Emergencies.15 When a school or district has a delayed start or an early 

dismissal due to a physical plant emergency or other non-weather-related emergency, the school must 

have been in operation for at least three hours in order to count the day towards the required one 

hundred eighty-day calendar. 

If school was not in operation for at least three hours – including closure due to the emergency – written 

notification must be provided to the Commissioner within five days explaining the situation. 

The Commissioner may authorize shortening the school year for individual schools. LEAs are required to 

make up the day unless an alternative plan has been approved (e.g., virtual instructional day, waivers to 

make up days). When reviewing LEA requests for relief due to physical plant emergencies or other non-

weather-related emergencies weather – whether the school was closed, had a delayed start, or 

dismissed early – RIDE focuses on whether the annual minimum one thousand eighty (1,080) school 

hours, consisting of a minimum of nine hundred and ninety (990) hours of actual instructional time, are 

provided, rather than upon the number of “school days”. 

Virtual Instructional Days. R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-2-2(c) enables districts to submit a detailed plan to RIDE 

that would allow the schools to conduct instruction through virtual education when schools have been 

closed due to inclement weather or other emergency.16 Districts seeking to make use of virtual education 

need to ensure that at least one thousand eighty (1,080) school hours, consisting of a minimum of nine 

hundred and ninety (990) hours of actual instructional time, are provided, rather than providing a 

minimum number of “school days” as defined in the Regulations.     

 
13 R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-2-2 was amended June 29, 2024, with specific changes regarding school days and hours. RIDE 
issued a Dear Colleague Letter to clarify how the changes impact school calendar requirements for inclement weather, 
physical plant emergencies, and other emergencies. Available at Recent Amendments to R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-2-2 Re 
School Days and Hours, December 6, 2024. 
14 200-RICR-20-05-1.11. 
15 200-RICR-20-05-1.12. 
16 Guidance and Application for Ensuring Educators, Families, and Students are Supported during Inclement Weather and 
Emergency Days (August 2023). 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2024-12/Dear%20Colleague_Guidance%20re%2016-2-2_12.6.24.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2024-12/Dear%20Colleague_Guidance%20re%2016-2-2_12.6.24.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2023-08/Virtual%20Learning%20Guidance_v082423.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2023-08/Virtual%20Learning%20Guidance_v082423.pdf
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Flexibility for 180-day Equivalent Calendar 
A LEA that seeks to establish a school year that is the equivalent of one hundred and eighty (180) 

separate days through the use of longer school days or a combination of longer and shorter days must 

submit a plan and proposal to the Commissioner. The plan and proposal should include the following 

components: 

• Formal letter request; 

• Tentative calendar for the academic year; 

• School day plan inclusive of start and end times; and 

• Period bell schedules, where applicable. 

Approval is subject to Commissioner review. The plan must 

• Be received by May 1 of the preceding school year; 

• Include at least nine hundred and ninety (990) instructional hours within at least one thousand 

and eighty (1,080) scheduled school hours; and 

• Be academically sound and fiscally efficient, including alignment with charter requirements. 

A LEA that requests flexibility on their calendar pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 16-2-2(a)(1)-(2) should 

consider how their request addresses requirements outlined in regulation, and specifically with respect 

to the provisions detailed below. 

Calendar Submission 
Public notice of a LEA’s tentative calendar, submission through the LEA and School Calendar 

application, and submission of an electronic document version of the calendar must still be 

completed by July 1 preceding the next academic year. However, if a LEA seeks to request 

flexibility to the default expectation of a 180-day calendar with the typical instructional hours 

each day, such a request must be received by the Commissioner of Education for consideration 

by May 1 preceding the next academic year.  

Length of the School Year and Length of the School Day 
A LEA may establish a calendar that is the equivalent of one hundred and eighty (180) separate 

days through the use of longer days or a combination of longer and shorter school days. This 

may result in the following scenarios where the school year has at least 1,080 school hours and 

at least 990 instructional hours: 

o Example 1. The LEA has a calendar year that totals less than 180 separate days. All 

scheduled school days exceed five and a half (5 ½) hours of instructional time within a 

total school day duration of greater than six hours.  

 

o Example 2. The LEA has a calendar year that totals less than 180 separate days. The 

majority of scheduled school days exceed five and a half (5 ½) hours of instructional time 

within a total school day duration of greater than six hours. Occasional instances of days 

with less than six scheduled hours consisting of less than five 5 ½ hours of instructional 

time are approved to count as school days.  
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o Example 3. The LEA has a calendar year that totals 180 separate days. The majority of 

scheduled school days exceed five and a half (5 ½) hours of instructional time within a 

total school day duration of greater than six hours. Occasional instances of days with less 

than six scheduled hours consisting of less than five 5 ½ hours of instructional time are 

approved to count as school days.  

 

Except as otherwise indicated in a charter, no school or LEA is required to operate more than 

the statutory minimum of one hundred eighty (180) days for students. Conversely, LEAs are 

permitted to exceed the minimum number of days and hours set forth in statute and 

regulation. 

Grade Span-Specific Provisions 

o Provisions for Kindergarten. A LEA may incorporate within their calendar request 

additional dates for kindergarten screening, parent/student orientation, or, at any grade 

level, parent-teacher conferences. Such a request would be subject to Commissioner 

approval. 

o Provisions for High School Seniors. A LEA may incorporate within their calendar request a 

waiver to the 171-day requirement for high school seniors in order to schedule an earlier 

graduation date. The request would be considered on the basis of having completed 

equivalent school and instructional hours for a high school senior in a typical calendar 

year. Such a request would be subject to Commissioner approval. 

o Midterms and Final Exams. A LEA may incorporate within their calendar request a waiver 

to the 171-day requirement for high school seniors in order to schedule earlier final 

exam dates. The request would be considered on the basis of having completed 

equivalent school and instructional hours for a high school senior in a typical calendar 

year. Such a request would be subject to Commissioner approval. 

Emergency School Closure 
The planned calendar for a LEA must still have an additional four days designated for exigent 

contingencies, that is, make-up days in the event of inclement weather or other school closure. 

However, a LEA may incorporate within their flexibility request a waiver of required make-up 

days on the basis of having sufficiently scheduled school and instructional hours. 
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Submission and Approval Process  
All LEAs are required to establish and submit a tentative school year calendar prior to the start of the 

academic year. This calendar is collected by RIDE via the LEA and School Calendar application as part of 

the Enrollment Census and is subject to Commissioner review and approval. 

1. School Calendar Submission Window. The LEA submits a tentative calendar to RIDE via the 

LEA and School Calendar application during the data collection window, typically May 1 – May 31 

of the preceding school year. If a LEA/school seeks flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar, 

see #3. 

2. Regulatory Deadline for Public Posting. By July 1 preceding the start of the academic year, 

the LEA has publicly posted a tentative calendar. All requirements and submission in RIDE’s LEA 

and School Calendar application are complete. 

3. Flexibility for 180-day Equivalent Calendar. For LEAs that seek flexibility for a 180-day 

equivalent calendar, a plan and proposal are due to the Commissioner by May 1 of the preceding 

school year. Once submitted by the LEA, RIDE provides confirmation of receipt of the plan and 

notifies the LEA if any additional information is needed.  

Appendix C lays out a checklist of requirements to which LEAs may refer when developing their school 

calendars before the start of the year. It is also a reference tool when unplanned changes are made 

during the academic year. The checklist is for LEA and school planning purposes only and is not a 

required component for calendar submission to RIDE. 

Appendix D outlines new features to the LEA and School Calendar application that align with updated 

calendar requirements. 

 

For any questions related to school calendars, please contact Back2School@ride.ri.gov.  

 

mailto:Back2School@ride.ri.gov
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Appendix A: Sample Calendar - 2025-26 RIDE Recommended School Calendar  
AUGUST 2025  SEPTEMBER 2025  OCTOBER 2025  NOVEMBER 2025 

Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days 

18 19 20 21 22 (--)  1* 2 3 4 5 21    1 2^ 3 22  3 4 5 6 7 17 

25 26 27 28 29   8 9 10 11 12   6 7 8 9 10   10 11* 12 13 14  

       15 16 17 18 19   13* 14 15 16 17   17 18 19 20 21  

       22 23^ 24^ 25 26   20 21 22 23 24   24 25 26 27* 28  

       29 30      27 28 29 30 31 43       60 
                           

DECEMBER 2025  JANUARY 2026  FEBRUARY 2026  MARCH 2026 

Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days 

1 2 3 4 5 17     1* 2 19  2 3 4 5 6 15  2 3 4 5 6 22 

8 9 10 11 12   5 6 7 8 9   9 10 11 12 13   9 10 11 12 13  

15 16 17 18 19   12 13 14 15 16   16* 17 18 19 20   16 17 18 19 20^  

22 23 24 25* 26   19* 20 21 22 23   23 24 25 26 27   23 24 25 26 27  

29 30 31   77  26 27 28 29 30 96       111  30 31    133 
                           

APRIL 2026  MAY 2026  JUNE 2026        

Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Mo Tu We Th Fr Days  Key:     

  1 2 3^ 17      1 20  1 2 3 4 5 (--)  X No School; *Holiday  

6 7 8 9 10   4 5 6 7 8   8 9 10 11 12   ^ Observance Day  

13 14 15 16 17   11 12 13 14 15   15 16 17 18 19*         

20 21 22 23 24   18 19 20 21 22   22 23 24 25 26         

27 28 29 30  150  25* 26 27 28 29 170  29 30            

 
2025/26 School Calendar Overview 

   
  

    

First Day of School – LEA Decision 
 

January 1* – New Year’s Day (No School) April 3^ – Good Friday  

September 1* – Labor Day (No School)  May 25* – Memorial Day (No School) April 20-24 – Spring Recess (No School) 

September 23-24 – Rosh Hashanah (begins at sundown on the 22nd) January 19* – Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day (No School) June 19* – Juneteenth National Freedom Day (No School) 

October 2^ – Yom Kippur (begins at sundown on the 1st) February 16*-20 – Winter Recess (No School) Graduation (After 171st Day) – LEA Decision 

October 13* – Columbus Day / Indigenous People’s Day (No School) March 20^ – Eid al-Fitr (begins at sundown on the 19th; Last Day of School – LEA Decision  

November 11* – Veterans’ Day (No School) dates may vary) 
   

November 27*, 28 – Thanksgiving Recess (No School) 
   

  
    

December 24  - January 2 – Holiday Recess (No School) 
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Appendix B: Scenarios for School Closure during Inclement Weather 
Inclement weather closures are LEA-wide. A LEA with an approved virtual instructional day plan may 

conduct a LEA-wide virtual instructional day in the event of inclement weather or other emergency.17 

However, if school is closed for due to inclement weather such as a snow day, the below scenarios may 

be possible. 

• Scenario A: If the LEA has a planned calendar with 180 days of school with 1080 school hours 

consisting of 990 instructional hours, then the LEA must use one of its four designated additional 

days scheduled for exigent contingencies in order to make up the day (and school hours) (Regs 

200-RICR-20-05-1.4). 

 

• Scenario B: If the LEA has a planned calendar with more than 180 days of school with more 

than 1080 school hours and more than 990 instructional hours, the LEA may opt not to make up 

the day provided that in doing so, the LEA still provides at least 1080 school hours consisting of 

at least 990 instructional hours. 

 

• Scenario C: If the LEA has a planned calendar with 180 days of school with more than 1080 

school hours and more than 990 instructional hours through the use of longer school days or a 

combination of longer and shorter school days, the LEA may opt not to make up the day 

provided that in doing so, the LEA still provides at least 1080 school hours consisting of at least 

990 instructional hours. 

 

• Scenario D: If the LEA has a planned calendar with less than 180 separate days of school with at 

least 1080 school hours consisting of at least 990 instructional hours through the use of longer 

school days or a combination of longer and shorter school days, the LEA may opt not to make up 

the day provided that in doing so, the LEA still provides at least 1080 school hours consisting of 

at least 990 instructional hours.  

 
• Scenario E: If applicable, a LEA may request approval to shorten their calendar pursuant to R.I. 

Gen. Laws § 16-2-3 that would require approval of both the school committee and the Council 

on Elementary and Secondary Education. 

Scenarios C and D are subject to the Commissioner’s approval of a school day plan and calendar that is 

academically sound and fiscally efficient. Some LEAs have incorporated the request to not make up days 

in their calendar request submissions prior to the start of the year.  

 
17 Guidance and Application for Ensuring Educators, Families, and Students are Supported during Inclement Weather and 
Emergency Days (August 2023). 

https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2023-08/Virtual%20Learning%20Guidance_v082423.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur806/files/2023-08/Virtual%20Learning%20Guidance_v082423.pdf
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Appendix C: School Calendar and Length of the School Day Submission Checklist  
This checklist is for LEA and school planning purposes only and is not a required component for calendar submission to 

RIDE. LEAs and schools may use this checklist to develop their school calendars before the start of the year. It may also 

be leveraged as a reference tool when unplanned changes to the calendar are made during the academic year.  

Construction of School Calendar  

a. Length of the School Year: 
Number of School Days 

 LEA and school calendars have at least 180 scheduled school days.  
If LEA/school seeks a waiver from this requirement, proceed to requirements for 
flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar: v. Tentative Calendar for the 
Academic Year. 

☐ 

b.  Length of the School Year:  
Number of School 
Operational Hours 

LEA and school calendars have at least 1,080 school hours. 

☐ 

c. Length of the School Year:  
Number of Instructional 
Hours 

LEA and school calendars have at least 990 actual instructional hours. 

☐ 

d. Length of the School Day:  
Daily Instructional Time 

The length of all school days is at least six hours daily, of which at least 5 1/2 hours is 
actual daily instructional time. 
If LEA/school seeks a waiver from this requirement, proceed to requirements for 
flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar: w. School Day Plan. 

☐ 

e. Length of the School Year:  
Make-Up Days 

LEA tentative calendar includes additional four days designated for exigent 
contingencies, e.g. make-up days in the event of inclement weather or other school 
closure. 
If LEA/school seeks a waiver from this requirement, proceed to requirements for 
flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar. 

☐ 

f. First Day of School First Day of School is scheduled to take place not later than the first Thursday following 
the first Monday of September. ☐ 

g. Scheduled Closure: School 
and State Holidays 

Electronically and publicly posted LEA and school calendars indicate school holidays 
enumerated in RIGL § 16-20-1. This information is auto-populated in the LEA and 
School Calendar application. 

☐ 

h. Scheduled Closure: 
Observance Days* 

Observance days that LEA optionally includes as "no school" days are indicated in the 
electronically and publicly posted LEA/school calendars, as well as in the LEA and 
School Calendar application. 

☐ 

i. Scheduled Closure: School 
Vacations / Breaks / Recess 

Electronically and publicly posted LEA/school calendars, as well as LEA and School 
Calendar application submission, indicate all scheduled school breaks and vacations. 
Scheduling of school vacations / breaks / recess are at the discretion of the LEA.  

☐ 

Construction of School Calendar: Grade Span-Specific Provisions, if applicable  
j. Staggered Opening If LEA or school is utilizing a staggered opening for the first day of school, it is only at 

transitional grades at the secondary level (i.e. rising first year of middle school; rising 
first year of high school) or Kindergarten for specific purposes. 

☐ 

k. Kindergarten If LEA or school is leveraging Kindergarten provisions in regulation, only a maximum of 
five total days are used for activities (i.e., screening, parent/student orientation, 
parent/teacher conferences). 

☐ 

l. High School Seniors - Last 
Day of School 

School and LEA calendars indicate the last day of school for high school seniors, i.e. 
completion of at least 171 instructional days. ☐ 

m. High School Seniors - 
Graduation 

School and LEA calendars indicate the graduation date any time after the completion 
of 171 instructional days. ☐ 

n. Midterms and Final Exams A maximum of four days for mid-terms and four days for final exams are scheduled. 
Schools are open at least 5 1/2 hours exclusive of lunch. Final senior exams may be 
scheduled after the completion of 171 instructional days. 

☐ 
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Appendix C: School Calendar and Length of the School Day Submission Checklist  
 

Key Dates & Deadlines  

o. RIDE Data Collection: School 
Calendar Submission 
Window 

LEA submits a tentative calendar to RIDE via the LEA and School Calendar application 
during the data collection window, typically May 1 - May 31 of the preceding school 
year. 
If LEA/school seeks flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar, see y. Deadline 

☐ 

p. Regulatory Deadline for 
Public Posting 

By July 1 preceding the start of the academic year, LEA has publicly posted a tentative 
calendar. 

☐ 

q. Filing of Changes 
LEA maintains calendars up to date on the LEA and School Calendar application 
throughout the academic year in order to meet a RIDE current status deadline of May 1. 

☐ 

 

Changes to Calendar During Academic Year: Closures, Delay, Early Dismissal  

r. Inclement Weather, Physical 
Plant, or Other Emergency 

When a school or LEA has a delayed start or an early dismissal due to inclement 
weather, physical plant emergency, or other emergency, the school must have been in 
operation for at least three hours to count the day towards the 180 required days. 
 
If school was not in operation for at least three hours, it is a “no school” day. 
LEA/school must update LEA and School Calendar application within five (5) days of 
the impacted date(s). 

☐ 

s. Virtual Instructional Days When a school with an approved virtual instructional day plan shifts to virtual 
instruction due to inclement weather or other emergency, LEAs must submit the 
notification via the Notice of Intent to Shift to Virtual Instruction form via the RIDE SSO 
portal.  

☐ 

 

Requirements for Flexibility for 180-day Equivalent Calendar 
LEAs seeking flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar must meet the requirements below, in addition to 
applicable requirements a. – s. above. 
u. Formal letter request Addressed to Commissioner from LEA leader; CC Back2School@ride.ri.gov; proposal 

is academically sound and fiscally efficient, including alignment with charter 
requirements, if applicable. 

☐ 

v. Tentative Calendar for the 
Academic Year 

Proposes a calendar of no less than 170 and no more than 180 school days. 
☐ 

w. School Day Plan The typical school day is longer than six hours. School days typically have longer 
instructional hours OR a combination of longer and shorter instructional hours.  ☐ 

Indicates school start and end times. ☐ 
Provides period bell schedules, where applicable. ☐ 

x. Hours Requirements Includes at least nine hundred and ninety (990) instructional hours within at least one 
thousand and eighty (1,080) scheduled school hours. 

☐ 

y. Deadline Request and proposal submitted by May 1 of the preceding school year. ☐ 
 

mailto:Back2School@ride.ri.gov
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Appendix D: Data Collection – LEA and School Calendar Application 
RIDE has revamped the annual collection of LEA and School Calendars to align with updated calendar 

requirements. Starting with the 2025-2025 calendar, users will find new features in the LEA and School Calendar 

Application available on the Enrollment Census. 

• Auto-Tracking School Hours and Instructional Hours 

• School Open/Closed Comment Drop-Down Feature 

• Auto-Notification for School Closures 

• Auto-Reminder for Shifts to Partial Day 

• Interoperability with Virtual Instructional Days 

 

Auto-Tracking School Hours and Instructional Hours 
This feature allows for dynamic tracking of school hours and instructional hours for each school site, based on 

the number of scheduled school days, to ensure an academic year of at least 1080 school hours consisting of at 

least 990 instructional hours. 

School Day Start and End Times by School 

• The system will allow a typical or "template" entry for a school day and calculate the number of 

minutes/hours based on days in a school year. 

• Users can manually update the start and end time for any school days that do not follow the "template" 

schedule. 

School Day Instructional Minutes 

• Users manually enter the sum total instructional minutes in a "template" school day, by school site. 

• Users can manually the instructional minutes for any school days that do not follow the "template" 

schedule. 

 

Figure 1. In addition to entering start and end dates for the year by school site, users will also enter start and end times for typical 
school days, as well as instructional minutes. 
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School Open/Closed Comment Drop-Down Feature 
This feature allows schools and LEAs to indicate from a set selection of descriptors when school was closed for 

particular reasons and/or if school was in operation, but did not follow the "template" schedule. 

Closed School Days 
As always, if school was not in session for at least three hours, the day should be marked as “Closed” and the 

drop-down selections are: 

• Inclement Weather 

• Physical Plant Emergency 

• Other Emergency 

• Professional Development Day 

• Observance Day 

• Tentative Make-Up Day 

Open School Days: Partial Days 
If school was in session for at least three hours, but not for a typical day schedule, the day should be marked as 

"Open" and the drop-down selections are: 

• Partial Day - Inclement Weather 

• Partial Day - Physical Plant Emergency 

• Partial Day - Other Emergency 

• Partial Day - Professional Development Day 

• Partial Day - Other (Non-Emergency) 

o This selection allows for an open text box explanation, e.g., Student-Led Conference, Parent-

Teacher Conference. 

 

Figure 2. Users can manually update length of a school day and number of instructional hours in the event the school day is marked 
as “Partially Open”. Users can also keep track of the Total Hours and Total Instructional Hours by school site. 
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Auto-Notification for School Closures 
By regulation, when school is not in session for at least three hours due to inclement weather, physical plant 

emergency, or other emergency, notification must be provided to the Commissioner within five days of the 

impacted date(s). To streamline this process, the system will auto-generate an email notification when any of 

those three comment drop-down selections is chosen for a school date. 

Users will receive a message validation that this notification will occur, and a message would be sent to the LEA 

leader/superintendent and Back2School@ride.ri.gov that satisfies this notification provision in the regulations. 

 

Auto-Reminder for Shifts to Partial Day 
When a LEA or school changes an Open Day to a Partial Day for Inclement Weather, Physical Plant Emergency, 

Other Emergency, or Virtual Instructional Day, an auto-message will appear prompting reminders to track 

projected school and instructional hours to comply with statutory and regulatory minimums hours. 

 

Interoperability with Virtual Instructional Days 
When a LEA uses the Virtual Learning Intent form to inform RIDE of an LEA-wide or school-level shift to virtual 

instruction, it will update the LEA and School Level calendar application with the impacted virtual school date(s) 

by designating them in a different color. 

 

Document Upload Feature 
A PDF, word document, or other file format displaying the calendar with text/graphics is required for submission. 

This document is uploaded within the LEA and School Calendar application to supplement the data collection 

and provide evidence of the LEA having given public notice of the planned calendar for the academic year. 

LEAs will also use this feature to upload school day plans and bell schedules when they utilize the “Partial Day” 

feature for open school days – whether when requesting flexibility for a 180-day equivalent calendar or when 

requesting relief due to inclement weather, physical plant, or other emergency. 
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