
 

 

 

Share Series 
Date: 08/02/2024 

TCS: Teacher Course Student Collection  
● Data specification:  TeacherCourseStudentData.pdf (ri.gov) 

● There is an order of operations for this collection.  The four files must go up in 

this order:  TCS Course, TCS Section, TCS Staff, then TCS Student. 

 

TCS Course: 

The common errors in this file are from a missing SCED Code and incorrect 

GRADESPAN i.e. 01 instead of 0101.  

SCED codes version 10.0   - this is the version RIDE is currently using.  Standardized 

Course Codes are important! The Forum Guide to Understanding the School Courses for 

the Exchange of Data (SCED) Classification System explains that “Student populations are 

increasingly mobile, and course-taking information systems must be capable of transferring data as 

students move from one school, program, institution, district, or state to another, or advance from one sector 

of the education system to the next sector or the workforce. Local and state education agencies (LEAs and 

SEAs) must be able to accurately record and track the achievements of students in local education systems 

https://www.eride.ri.gov/doc/DataCollections/TeacherCourseStudentData.pdf
https://nces.ed.gov/forum/sced.asp
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so that the information can be easily understood, compared, and exchanged across systems without 

compromising the content and structure of the local system. Without course code standards for 

communicating information, the transfer of data when a student moves to a new education setting may be 

slow, laborious, and fraught with errors, potentially increasing staff burden (for example, time spent 

deciphering data) and compromising student outcomes.” 

• Work with your principals, Director of Curriculum or guidance departments for the 

appropriate SCED code for a course. 

HSCOURSEREQUIRED – currently optional but I’d start using it since the graduation 

requirements are ramping up and they may become required and it’s easy!  Having this 

field may help you in a query and for building any Graduation Requirements in your 

system.  Just a Y/N logical field. 

GRADESPAN – must be 4 digits KF05, 1212, 0101, etc. 

• If the grade levels are more than one they must be listed lowest first. 

TCS Section: 

SECTIONTYPE – type of terms the section is broken into (e.g. Full Year, Semester) but 

the acceptable values are YEAR, SEM, TRI, QUAR, QUIN, OTHER.   This is likely already 

mapped to a field in your system.  I found it in one Aspen database in the reference 

table “Schedule Term Codes” and the state code is mapped. 

SECTIONSETTINGID – blank values will default to CLASSROOM but the values HYBRID 

AND ONLINE are acceptable.  Why not use it if it is easy?! 

SECTIONBEGINNINGDATE – this will be connected to your term dates in your system. 

SECTIONENDINGDATE – SAME 

MINUTESPERMEETING – (grades 9-12 only) the number of minutes in one meeting day 

of the cycle.  How many minutes is a class period?  

• I used to go back in at the start of the school year and mass update the blanks. 

NOTE- this may be removed from the collection next year after discussing with 

departments that requested the data. 

MEETINGDAYSINCYCLE – (grades 9-12 only) the number of meeting this section meets 

within the cycle days. 

• I used to go back in at the start of the school year and mass update the blanks. 



3 

 

 

NOTE- this may be removed from the collection next year after discussing with 

departments that requested the data. 

TOTALDAYSINCYCLE – (grades 9-12 only) the number of meeting days in your high 

school schedule.  i.e. A/B days, Day 1/Day2 = 2 day cycle 

• I used to go back in at the start of the school year and mass update the blanks. 

NOTE- this may be removed from the collection next year after discussing with 

departments that requested the data. 

TCS Staff: 

CERTID – required and must be unique.  No longer accepting 00000 and will validate 

against the RI Certification Directory. 

• Suggestion…add this to your bookmark bar. Sometimes we enter teacher/staff 

information into our SIS in a hurry up, get it done manner even if we say we won’t.  

There are so many last-minute hires, and the teacher needs access to their 

courses for gradebooks and such, so we do it without all the necessary 

information. 

SECTIONSTARTDATE – this is likely pulled from the term dates set in the SIS for the 

master schedule. 

SECTIONENDDATE - this is likely pulled from the term dates set in the SIS for the 

master schedule. 

STAFFROLEID – this is a UCOA Job Classification Code used by finance for the 

educator.  What “bucket” is the teacher paid from?  

• In the district I worked in I used 1200 for all the teachers.  Another district I ran 

state reporting for used 1100.  Both are “Teachers”.  As you can see from the 

reference table there are many choices.  I’m not sure what this data is being used 

for but will find out.  It is likely collected in a different way now and may “go 

away” in the next school year. 

TEACHEROFRECORD – the name of the teacher who is primarily responsible for the 

instruction that takes place in this class. 

https://ecert.ride.ri.gov/public/
https://www.eride.ri.gov/eRide40/DataDictionary/DisplayCodeSets.aspx?CodeTable=JOBCLASS_U
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• If two teachers are in the classroom, mark one as primary.  i.e. inclusion setting 

where the special education teacher is there to support a group.  He/she would 

be listed but not as primary. 

ELACONTRIBUTOR – yes or no and is validated against the SCED code. If the SCED 

code begins with 01 or 51 this course section must have a Y.  

MATHCONTRIBUTOR - yes or no and is validated against the SCED code. If the SCED 

code begins with 02 or 52 this course section must have a Y. 

NOTE:  These two fields may be removed from the collection next year (or set to 

optional and have the validation removed). The original purpose of collecting this data 

was for the beginning of teacher evaluations.  It was considered to look student growth 

in ELA and Math for a teacher’s evaluation.  The state moved away from that format.  

TCS Student: 

NOTE:  in my experience many errors in submission were due to the 

SECTIONENTRYDATE AND SECTIONEXITDATE. This occurs when a student’s schedule 

is changed and if the date of the change is outside of the term of that course section 

(i.e. dropped a S2 class in November before semester 2 starts).  You may have to 

modify the effective date of change. 

LOCALSECTIONID – must be in the file “TCS Section”  

SASID – a validation will run against the master directory for valid SASID and to check 

against enrollment census that this student is enrolled in the school. 

SECTIONENTRYDATE – must be a valid date.  It must also be a date greater than or 

equal to the first day of school and a date less than or equal to the last day of school.  In 

addition, the SECTIONENTRYDATE must be a date within the sections’s start and end 

dates. 

• As mentioned above under NOTE – this is where most of my errors were.  This 

was remedied by modifying the dates in the schedule change history.  

SECTIONEXITDATE – same as above 
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Reminders 
TCS files should be run daily. 

Use the Resource Center LEA Dashboard > Data Quality Dashboard for missing TCS 

Student Records.  You may have some SASIDs listed that should have a schedule.  

Students enrolled in your high school that are Dual Enrolled may not have a schedule. 

Give some attention to the email messages Andres Blanco sends out with possible 

discrepancies.  The subject line looks like this:  District Name TCS Data discrepancies 

(# total records reported).  A file is deposited it the File Share to review the students 

with possible issues.  *Feel free to call me when you receive a file and don’t know where 

to start.  We can get on a Zoom call and work through it together.  It is worth the time! 

Resources and Notes 
Forum Guide to Understanding the School Courses for the Exchange of Data (SCED) 

Classification System 

 

 

https://nces.ed.gov/forum/pub_2023087.asp
https://nces.ed.gov/forum/pub_2023087.asp

