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RIDE Readiness-Based Graduation Requirements:  

Arts Education Guidance, FAQs, and Resources 
Introduction: 
The Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) is committed to ensuring all students have access to 

high-quality curriculum and instruction as essential components of a rigorous education that prepares 

every student for success in college and their career. On November 15, 2022, the R.I. Council on 

Elementary and Secondary Education approved Readiness-Based Graduation Requirements for all R.I. 

students. RIDE’s adoption of Readiness-Based Graduation requirements presents an opportunity for 

reimagining high school education in Rhode Island K-12 schools. Specifically, this has presented the 

opportunity to provide clarity and create a space to develop innovative approaches to Arts Education in 

high schools to ensure all students graduate high school ready to create their own futures and to pursue 

their postsecondary goals. 

Purpose of this Document: 
This document aims to provide clarity, guidance and resources for schools and districts implementing 

the new Readiness-Based Graduation Requirements, specifically as it relates to Arts Education. This is 

supplemental to the R.I. Arts Curriculum Framework which RIDE released in 2024. This framework is 

designed to help streamline the vertical application of standards and assessment of five arts disciplines 

of dance, media arts, music, theatre, and visual arts — all in an integrated effort to equitably maximize 

learning opportunities for all students. 

Arts Education Graduation Requirement - Overview: 
The adoption of Readiness-Based Graduation Requirements has reaffirmed RIDE’s commitment to Arts 

education, clarifying that all students must graduate with credit in the Arts. As outlined in Secondary 

Regulations, all students shall graduate proficient in the arts, earning a minimum of 0.5 credits, and 

meet all requirements enumerated in the Basic Education Program regulations. The National Core Arts 

Standards define "proficient" as the initial level of high school achievement and arts courses should align 

to all the standards at the proficient level or higher. RIDE’s role, and this document's purpose, is to 

support schools and districts in interpreting and implementing these opportunities for proficiency 

equitably and creatively for all students. 

  

https://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/RIPublicSchools/DiplomaSystem.aspx
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/curriculum/curriculum-frameworks/arts-curriculum-framework
https://rules.sos.ri.gov/regulations/part/200-20-10-1
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
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Arts Education Requirements for Graduation - Summary Chart: 
Table 1 

Students entering 9th grade and subsequent school years: 

Students are required to demonstrate proficiency, earning at least 0.5 credit in the Arts during their 

high school experience. Proficiency is defined by the National Core Arts Standards as “a level of 

achievement attainable by most students who complete a high school level course in the arts (or 

equivalent) beyond the foundation of quality PreK-8 instruction.” Arts credit can be earned in one 

or more of the five disciplines below; 

• Dance 

o National Dance Arts Standards 

• Media Arts 

o National Media Arts Standards 

• Music 

o National Music Arts Standards 

• Theatre 

o National Theatre Arts Standards 

• Visual Arts 

o National Visual Arts Standards 

Note: All Arts coursework must be standards aligned and taught by an appropriately certified 

educator. The R.I. Arts Curriculum Framework provides guidance to increase opportunities for all 

students, including multilingual learners and differently abled students, to meaningfully engage in 

grade-level work and tasks and ultimately support educators and families in making decisions that 

prioritize the student experience.  

 

Standards Implementation Resources 

1. Linked here is RIDE’s multi-subject Instruction and Curriculum webpage which includes:  

• Guidance related to Arts Education 

▪ The Rhode Island Arts Curriculum Framework 

 

2. Linked below are resources tied directly to the National Core Arts Standards, which the R.I. Arts 

Curriculum Framework supports: 

• National Coalition for Core Arts Standards Resources 

▪ Conceptual Framework for Arts Learning 

▪ Enduring Understandings and Essential Questions 

▪ Model Cornerstone Assessments 

▪ 2021 Model Cornerstone Assessments 

▪ College-Level Expectations in the Arts (College Board and NCAS) 

• Resources related to Dance Education 

https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Dance%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Media%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Music%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Theatre%20at%20a%20Glance.pdf
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/2021-11/Visual%20Arts%20at%20a%20Glance%20rev.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification-0
https://ride.ri.gov/teachers-administrators/educator-certification-0
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/curriculum/curriculum-frameworks/arts-curriculum-framework
https://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/OtherSubjects.aspx
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/curriculum/curriculum-frameworks/arts-curriculum-framework
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/Conceptual%20Framework%2007-21-16.pdf
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/NCCAS%20N2KN%20Vol1%20Issue%205%20EU%27s%20%26%20EQ%27s.pdf
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/NCCAS%20N2KN%20Vol%20I-%20Issue%207%20Model%20Cornerstone%20Assessments.pdf
https://nationalartsstandards.org/content/2021-mcas
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/College%20Board%20Research%20-%20College%20Expectations%20Report.pdf
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▪ National Dance Education Organization (NDEO) Standards and Resources 

▪ NDEO Opportunity-to-Learn Dance Guidance 

• Resources related to Media Arts Education  

▪ National Art Education Association (NAEA) Statement on Media Arts and 

Resources 

▪ National Core Art Standards – Media Arts Guidelines 

▪ BYU Arts Partnership Media Arts Resources 

• Resources related to Music Education 

▪ National Association for Music Education (NAfME) NCAS Music Standards, 

Opportunity to Learn Standards, and Model Cornerstone Assessments 

▪ National Core Arts Standards – Music (General) Guidelines 

• Resources related to Theatre Education  

▪ Educational Theatre Association (EdTA) Standards Overview 

▪ Educational Theatre Association Theatre Curriculum Framework 

▪ American Alliance for Theatre & Education Core Standards and Resources 

▪ EdTA Opportunity-to-Learn Standards for Theatre Education 

• Resources related to Visual Arts Education  

▪ NAEA Visual Arts Standards 

▪ R.I. Arts Education Association (RIAEA) Resources for Standards 

 

3. Linked here are SCED Codes for Arts Courses, which can be found on the National Center for 

Education Statistics website to support all students accessing grade-level arts learning as they 

work towards demonstrating proficiency. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. How do the new high school graduation requirements impact Arts Education experiences 

students need to complete in their high school careers? 

• The updated high school graduation requirements reaffirm RIDE’s commitment to high 

quality arts education in all high schools. These regulations ensure that the credits all 

Rhode Island students earn toward graduation shall include the arts. 

 

2. Is there a prescribed sequence or order in which students need to complete coursework to 

demonstrate proficiency in the Arts Education curricula requirements?  

• There is no prescribed sequence or course students must take to complete the 

applicable Arts Education standards.  

 

3. With the intent of creating additional schedule flexibility and adopting innovative approaches to 

Arts Education for students who participate in regular artistic opportunities outside of the 

school day, is a school allowed to award credit for participation in those opportunities?  

https://www.ndeo.org/Learn/Dance-Education-Standards/K-12-Dance-Standards/Standards-Resources-and-Supporting-Documents
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/sites/default/files/NDEO%20Opportunity%20to%20Learn%20Standards%202017%20rev.pdf
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/articles/523-naea-position-statement-on-media-arts
https://www.arteducators.org/advocacy-policy/articles/523-naea-position-statement-on-media-arts
https://www.nationalartsstandards.org/content/media-arts-introduction
https://advancingartsleadership.com/node/77
https://nafme.org/publications-resources/standards/
https://nafme.org/publications-resources/standards/
https://nationalartsstandards.org/content/music-general-introduction
https://learn.schooltheatre.org/national-theatre-standards
https://learn.schooltheatre.org/theatre-curriculum-framework
https://www.aate.com/national-standards
https://7a3af0eddf7a8ca80419-a4b3f6521c7786b5204179499a47bfc0.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/edta_c1897e36bf96609f12770296e9836e16.pdf
https://7a3af0eddf7a8ca80419-a4b3f6521c7786b5204179499a47bfc0.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com/edta_c1897e36bf96609f12770296e9836e16.pdf
https://www.arteducators.org/learn-tools/national-visual-arts-standards
https://www.riaea.org/gse-ncas-crosswalk
https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/hst/cssc/crs_50.asp


 

    
Readiness-Based Graduation Requirements  

Arts Education Guidance 5 
Version 1 November 2024  

 

   

 

• Consistent with all content areas, students may receive academic credit for participation 

in standards-aligned experiences outside of the school day, such as through RIDE’s All 

Course Network. Students must receive instruction from a certified arts educator in 

alignment with R.I. Certification Regulations. Learning that takes place outside of the 

school day must continue to provide the necessary student supports of special 

education access, MTSS, transportation, disciplinary and attendance support, 

administrative supervision, integrity of assessments and curriculum, etc. in alignment 

with The Rhode Island Arts Curriculum Framework. 

 

4. Can the high school arts credit be earned in middle school? 

• Due to this being a requirement established by the Basic Education Program and in the 

Readiness-Based Graduation Requirements, students may not complete their required 

arts credit in middle school. Middle school arts offerings are already required in the 

Basic Education Program.  

 

5. What are the middle school arts offerings that are required in the Basic Education Program? 

• Arts offerings in at least visual arts and design and music shall be made available for 

each student in each grade through the middle level. Both middle and high school 

students shall be provided with the opportunity to do multiple levels of coursework in 

visual arts and design and in at least one performing arts discipline. These offerings 

must be made available to all students, but students do not need to enroll in both visual 

arts and design and music. 

 

6. Can a student, through the informed consent of their parent/guardian, choose to pursue a RIDE-

Approved Readiness Pathway in place of the Arts Education requirement for graduation? 

• Due to this being a requirement established by the Basic Education Program, students 

may not choose to enroll in a RIDE- Approved Readiness Pathway in place of the Arts 

requirement for graduation. 

 

7. What are the minimum Arts Education transcript requirements for general admission at the 

University of Rhode Island (URI) and Rhode Island College (RIC)? 

• URI and RIC do not have specific admissions requirements related to Arts Education. URI 

and RIC do require that all students earn 5 “additional college preparatory units”. Arts 

courses that meet the expectations of “college preparatory” (i.e. advanced level, 

audition-based, etc.) may count for the 5 additional college preparatory units required 

for first-year admission at both URI and RIC. High school "college preparatory” arts 

courses may also satisfy student’s high school graduation requirement for 1 additional 

college preparatory credit. 

If you have additional questions, or need additional information or resources, please contact 

ReimaginingHS@RIDE.RI.GOV. 

https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Teachers-and-Administrators-Excellent-Educators/Educator-Certification/Cert-main-page/Certification_Regulations_August2020_Overview.pdf
https://ride.ri.gov/instruction-assessment/curriculum/curriculum-frameworks/arts-curriculum-framework
mailto:ReimaginingHS@RIDE.RI.GOV
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