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RI Dept. of Education (RIDE) Learning Inside Out Program

• In 2023, RIDE Awarded $7.5 
Million to 89 projects across RI to 
create outdoor learning spaces

• Be sure to visit the RIDE Learning 
Inside Out Outdoor Classroom 
Initiative page for updates and 
resources
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How can the RI Farm to School Network support your Outdoor Classrooms?

Cafeteria Classroom Community



Educational Benefits of Outdoor Teaching and Learning
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● Connections to the natural world
● Support emotional, behavioral, and cognitive 

development
● Foster Creativity, decision-making, and problem-solving 

skills
● Promote an assets-based stance to learning
● Make real world learning connections
● Students design and solve problems

Every child needs nature. Not just the ones whose parents 
appreciate nature. Not only those of a certain economic class or 
culture or set of abilities. Every child.

-Richard Louv



Sustainability
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Importance of Professional Learning for Teachers
• Engage in teaching strategies that support most appropriate 

practices
• Develop teacher agency

• Build teacher confidence in outdoor teaching strategies
• Connect the outdoor learning space to the curriculum

• Provide meaningful connections to existing curriculum
• Science, ELA, Math, Social Studies, Arts, etc.

• Value teacher expertise and voice
• Give time and space to explore learning opportunities
• Allow time for teacher collaboration and sharing
• Involve as many teachers as feasible
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Successful Planning for Curriculum Integration

HQIM and Community Partners
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Curriculum

 https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out

Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 Unported 
License. 
Funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF). 

• Alignment
• Vertical Coherence
• Intentional and Sustainable Integration
• Phenomena Designed Learning by Grade 

Level NGSS Performance Expectations

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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HQIM Legislation • NGSS Performance Expectations
• LS1-2 Construct a scientiûc 

explanation based on evidence for the 
role of photosynthesis in the cycling of 
matter and üow of energy into and out 
of organisms

• LS1-6 Develop a model to describe 
the cycling of matter and üow of 
energy among living and nonliving 
parts of an ecosystem.

Curriculum

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
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If you haven’t adopted HQIM….

Use existing curriculum to identify grade 
level entry points

CurriculumCurriculum - Intentional and Sustainable Integration

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
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Example Outdoor Learning 
Opportunities with Amplify 
Elementary Curriculum
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We’re ecologists.

Phenomenon:  
Explore why monarch 

caterpillars are no 
longer in the garden.

Kindergarten 

Needs of Plants 
and Animals



I’m a weather 
scientist.

Kindergarten

Phenomenon:  
Explore why one 

school playground is 
warmer than another.

Sunlight and 
Weather



I’m a meteorologist.

Grade 3

Phenomenon:  
Which island has the 
best weather for an 
orangutan preserve.

Weather and 
Climate



 https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out 17

Curriculum - Intentional and Sustainable Integration
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• Vertical Coherence
• Map out when and 

what grade outdoor 
integration can 
occur and plan 
vertically to avoid 
overlap

• Google Calendar is 
one way to do this

• Community 
Partners

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
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Opportunity 
for multi-year 
activities and 
investigations

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
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       Consider integration of Math, Engineering, Science, and ELA

Student-centered and based on community needs or student interests/curiosities where 
Teacher is facilitator, not explaining, but guiding students to solve a problem or 
sense-making discussion of a phenomena

Problem-Based Learning (PBL) - Real world challenge or objectives

Engineering Design Cycle- Iterative process of design, constantly taking new info and 
redesigning to create or improve a solution to a real problem

STE(A)M Courses 

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
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Takeaways
● Outdoor teaching and learning is good for students and teachers

● Connecting the outdoor space to the existing curriculum supports sustainability

● Teachers need time to collaborate with one another and intentionally plan how the 
outdoor space can support their learning objectives and vertical progressions

● Ongoing professional learning opportunities are needed to sustain and maintain 
outdoor teaching and learning

https://ride.ri.gov/funding-finance/school-building-authority/learning-inside-out
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For Additional Support 
Contact:

 

kellyhoule@uri.edu; 401-874-6008     

Caitlin.Mandel@ride.ri.gov; 401-862-7083

C.sevigny@vsamerica.com; 401-742-0651

erin.escher@ride.ri.gov; 401-222-8168 
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Questions?



Sign up to receive updates 
on all things Farm to School https://rifarmtoschool.org/enews/

Thank You! 


