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Ahout SchoolHouse
Connection

SchoolHouse Connection
works to overcome
homelessness through
deducation.

We provide strategic advocacy and
practical assistance in partnership with
schools, early childhood programs,
institutions of higher education, service
providers, families, and youth.

WEBSITE:
schoolhouseconnection.org

NEWSLETTER:
schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

Federal and state policy advocacy
Q&A from our inbox

Webinars and implementation tools
Youth leadership and scholarships



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/sign-up

Learning Outcomes

Participants will enhance their knowledge of the
duties of the liaison in implementing McKinney-
Vento.

Participants will learn strategies and best
practices for implementing McKinney-Vento.

Participants will increase their knowledge of
available funding sources to support local
McKinney-Vento programs.




@ 1,109 (0.8%) PreK-12 Children identified as

nnoue ISIa“d nala experiencing homelessness
2020 2021 @ 1,058 Children ages 0-6 are estimated to be
) experiencing homelessness

e 6.7% of all children ages 0-6
Where Student Was Staying When experiencing homelessness were

Identified As Homeless enrolled in Head Start

@ 1.9% are unaccompanied homeless youth



https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/National_State_Local_Child_and_Youth_Homelessness_Data_Profiles/NationalStateLocalstory?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n
https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/National_State_Local_Child_and_Youth_Homelessness_Data_Profiles/NationalStateLocalstory?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n

Chronic Absenteeism Rate
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https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/National_State_Local_Child_and_Youth_Homelessness_Data_Profiles/NationalStateLocalstory?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n
https://tableau.dsc.umich.edu/t/UM-Public/views/National_State_Local_Child_and_Youth_Homelessness_Data_Profiles/NationalStateLocalstory?%3Adisplay_count=n&%3Aembed=y&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3AshowVizHome=n

McKinney-Vento Homeless
Assistance Act is a federal law

The Mcl(lnnev- Originally passedin 1987;last
datedin 2015 rt of E
vento HomEIESS gfudaeit SIrL]JcceedasSAlzjtl o

Assistance Act

Appliesto public school districts and
public charters

Goal: Ensure identification,
enrollment,and success in school,
including preschool, for children and
youth experiencing homelessness




Under McKinney-Vento the term
“homeless” children and youth
means:

Children who lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate
nighttime residence



@ Fixed:

e Stationary, permanent, not
subjectto change

Fixed, Regular, and
@ Regular:
nuequate eogu Sged on a predictable, routine,

consistentbasis
Can the student go to the Considerthe relative

same place (fixed), every permanence
night (reqular) to sleep in a
safe and sufficient space @ Adequate:

Lawfully and reasonably sufficient

e Sufficient formeeting the physical
and psychological needs typically
met in a home environment




Eligibility

Sharing the housing of others due to loss of
housing, economic hardship or similarreason
(doubled up)

Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping
grounds due to lack of alternative adequate
accommodations

Living in emergency or transitional shelters
Livingin cars, parks, abandoned buildings,

substandard housing, bus or train stations, or
similar setting




|dentification

Ensure children and youth are identified as
experiencing homelessness by school
personnel through outreach and coordination
with other entities and agencies.

Develop district wide processes to identify

students, whether they are new to the district
or lose housing during the school year.

This is the most important responsibility
of the liaison!

First Step: Identifying Students

Experiencing Homelessness

Next Step: Supporting Students After

They've Been Identified as Homeless



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OKy9Q3IQ16aDXfFlvS9ij2L9O6MXnYg1-hACkDfevWE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OKy9Q3IQ16aDXfFlvS9ij2L9O6MXnYg1-hACkDfevWE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103-FbbJoXlLcSRKgX9JkbX_7XVHQkQfNib0VcYqwcKc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103-FbbJoXlLcSRKgX9JkbX_7XVHQkQfNib0VcYqwcKc/edit

(The Role of the Liaison )

@ Embed in initial enrollment process

-
Use Housing
quSIionnaires @ Look for other opportunities during the

year to resend

@ Use language that is intentional and
understandable

Housing questionnaires should not
create additional barriers to enrollment




Enroliment

Ensure children and youth experiencing
homelessness are enrolled and have full and
equal opportunity to succeed in school.

The terms “enroll” and “enroliment” include
attending classes and participating fully in
school activities [42 U.S.C. § 11434a(1)].

SEAs and LEAs must develop, review, and
revise policies to remove barriers to the
identification, enrollment, and retention

Enrollment must be immediate, even if
they lack documents or have missed
application or enrollment deadlines
during any period of homelessness




Removing Barriers to
Enroliment and
Retention

Cha"enges
Chronic absenteeism
e  Mobility
e Trauma and related mental health
struggles

e Lack of adult support
e Gapsinlearning

Strategies

Ensure access to tutoring, after-school,
and summer enrichment programs by
prioritizing McKinney-Vento students and
providing transportation.

Provide one-on-one academic support and
regular “check-ins.”

Monitor attendance and provide
interventions quickly.

Award and accept partial credits and
provide credit recovery options.

Support trauma-informed, restorative
discipline policies and practices.

Resource: Supporting the Attendance of
Students Experiencing Homelessness
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https://schoolhouseconnection.org/supporting-attendance/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/supporting-attendance/

Outreach and
Awareness

Ensure public notice of homeless students’
rights is disseminated in locations frequented
by parents, guardians and unaccompanied
youth, including schools, shelters, libraries and
food pantries, in an understandable manner and
form.

National Center for Homeless Education

Free Qutreach Posters

Know Your Rights Flyers (editable)

Washington State - Parent and Youth

Posters in Other L anguages

NCHE Translations



https://nchehelpline.org/pages/free-orders
https://nchehelpline.org/pages/free-orders
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/editable-know-your-rights-flyers/
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/homeless-education-posters-and-brochures-outreach
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/students-experiencing-homelessness/homeless-education-posters-and-brochures-outreach
https://nche.ed.gov/translations/

Full Participation

Ensure parents and guardians are informed of
the educational and related opportunities
available to their children and are provided
with meaningful opportunities to participate

Children and youth experiencing homelessness
who meet the relevant eligibility criteria must not
face barriers to accessing academic and
extracurricular activities, including magnet
school, summer school, career and technical
education, advanced placement, on-line learning,
and charter school programs [42 U.S.C. §

11432(g)(1)(F)(iii)].

This includes extracurricular activities

Full Participation in Extra-Curricular
Activities for Students Experiencing
Homelessness



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/full-participation-in-extra-curricular-activities-for-students-experiencing-homelessness/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/full-participation-in-extra-curricular-activities-for-students-experiencing-homelessness/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/full-participation-in-extra-curricular-activities-for-students-experiencing-homelessness/

The Role of
the Liaison

Preschool &
Early Childhood

Ensure homeless children, youth, and
families have access to and receive
educational services for which they are
eligible, including Head Start, early
intervention (IDEA Part C), and
preschool programs administered by
the LEA.

Always ask about younger siblings in
the home!

Early Childhood Resources



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/early-childhood/

Community
Referrals

Ensure children and families receive
referrals to health care, dental, mental
health, substance abuse, housing, and
other appropriate services

Community partnerships are critical -
know what services and supports are
available

Train community providers on
McKinney-Vento to ensure two-way
referrals




Liaisons are responsible for mediating
disputes related to enrollment, school
selection, and eligibility

Ensure children and youth are enrolled,
participating fully, and receiving all
services during dispute process

Provide a written explanation of dispute
decisions in a manner and form
understandable, including right to
appeal

Carry out the dispute process as
expeditiously as possible




Transportation

O

C
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Ensure parents, guardians and
unaccompanied youth are fully informed of
and assisted in accessing transportation
services, including transportation to the
school of origin

Review and revise district policies to
eliminate barriers, including transportation

Meeting the Transportation Needs of

Students Experiencing Homelessness in

the Pandemic and Beyond



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/meeting-the-transportation-needs-of-homeless-students/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/meeting-the-transportation-needs-of-homeless-students/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/meeting-the-transportation-needs-of-homeless-students/

Unaccompanied
Youth

Ensure unaccompanied youth are immediately
enrolled in school without proof of
guardianship, and work to designate a caregiver

Work with school counselors to ensure support
for post-secondary planning, including
informing youth of their independent status for
FAFSA completion

Ensure that youth receive full or partial credits
for work completed at a prior school

Unaccompanied Youth



https://schoolhouseconnection.org/learn/unaccompanied-youth/

@ Participate in training and professional
development as designated by the state

Professional
nevelopme“t @ Train community partners and

organizations to build awareness and
increase referrals

@ Train ALL staff at least annually

@ Utilize state-provided training
resources




Help staff understand how certain behaviors may
be indicators of homelessness

0"er Sta" :tr)z\l/jffh';og;sh';c\)/ iroerfsrame the way staff thinks
B
SIralegles 'or Ensure all staff understand the procedure for

making referrals to the liaison

Reframing

Indicators of Homelessness:
Awareness Building Tools for Staff

HOW TO APDRESS SchoolHouse Connection =
TARDINESS AND ABSENCES 9 videos = @

This playlist provides the opportunity to leam how
these struggles or behaviors may be indic: ...More
7

p Playall >4 Shuffie



https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLMhNTXY5frGlXsBXC_hcAQj4L2eg1S349&si=kxKiPOUHTUbjUedP

/‘h SchoolHouse
r Connection

HOW TO ADDRESS
TARDINESS AND ABSENCES



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rKliuLHdt_o

McKinney-Vento is an unfunded
mandate

nvailahle Funding Title I, Part A Homeless Reservation
sources EHCY/McKinney-Vento Subgrant

For Supporting
Students Experiencing
Homelessness ARP-HCY Part | and Part Il




TITLE L, Part A

Title 1-A Eligibility

Automatically eligible for
Title | services, even if not
attending a Title | school

SHC Title I, Part A Resource

Title I-A Reservation

Must be used to support students
to succeed in school and meet
academic standards
(educationally related)

Provide services not ordinarily
provided to other Tl permanently
housed students and not
available from other sources
Must be reasonable and
necessary

Must be used only when funds or
services are not available from
other sources that provide similar

services 25


https://schoolhouseconnection.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/TitleIPartA.pdf

Education For
Homeless Children
And Youth (EHCY)
Grants

e Under the McKinney-Vento Act,
SEAs must distribute EHCY
grant funds to LEAs in a
competitive manner

e NCHE McKinney-Vento
Subgrant Authorized Activities

26


https://nche.ed.gov/mv-auth-activities/
https://nche.ed.gov/mv-auth-activities/

American Rescue Plan - Homeless Children
and Youth (RRP-HCY)

ARP-HCY Funds

Resources
e Supplemental to other funding sources ,
(Title I-A, ESSER, state and local funds * . (September
etc) ' ' ' 2023 Dear Colleague Letter)
e Expenses must be educationally e Ezpediming sREHCY Puads gdltln ARP.H_C,Y Funds
related e Flexing the Flexibility of ARP-HCY
e SEAs and LEAs are encouraged to Eunding

conduct a needs assessment to
determine how to best utilize funds to
support students experiencing
homelessness

27


https://oese.ed.gov/files/2023/09/ARP-HCY-DCL-9.12.2023.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/expediting-arp-hcy-funds/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/flexing-arp-hcy/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/flexing-arp-hcy/

@ Title Il

Other Funding C e
sources

@ Local Community Grants, Donations, and
Philanthropy




Questions & Discussion




ﬂﬂﬂltlﬂnal Resources

Identifying Students Experiencing
Homelessness

e Supporting Students After They've Been
Identified as Homeless

e Awareness and Training Resources

e Meeting the Transportation Needs of
Students Experiencing Homelessness

e Supporting the Attendance of Students
Experiencing Homelessness

e Full Participation in Extracurricular
Activities

e R r rt Immigrant an
Migran nts Experiencin 30

Homelessness


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OKy9Q3IQ16aDXfFlvS9ij2L9O6MXnYg1-hACkDfevWE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1OKy9Q3IQ16aDXfFlvS9ij2L9O6MXnYg1-hACkDfevWE/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103-FbbJoXlLcSRKgX9JkbX_7XVHQkQfNib0VcYqwcKc/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/103-FbbJoXlLcSRKgX9JkbX_7XVHQkQfNib0VcYqwcKc/edit
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/training-resources/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/meeting-the-transportation-needs-of-homeless-students/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/meeting-the-transportation-needs-of-homeless-students/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/supporting-attendance/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/supporting-attendance/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/full-participation-in-extra-curricular-activities-for-students-experiencing-homelessness/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/full-participation-in-extra-curricular-activities-for-students-experiencing-homelessness/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/immigration/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/immigration/
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/immigration/

/_} SchoolHouse
J ¥l Connection

v | PARTNER WITH US TO
SHAPE RRP-HGY EFFORTS!

Help us support your efforts by
taking a survey about ARP-HCY!

[/ <10 MINUTES TO COMPLETE
/ [/ DEADLINE: 11/21/23
[/ FORLEA HOMELESS LIAISONS
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Let's Connect!

g
L

ksl
S LA

Facebook: SchoolHouse Connection

Facebook Group:
Homelessness & Education - A SchoolHouse
Connection Group

Instagram: @SchoolHouseConnection

X: @SchoolHouseConn

Linkedin: SchoolHouse Connection

YouTube: @SchoolHouseConnection

32



https://www.facebook.com/SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.facebook.com/groups/SchoolHouseConnection
https://www.instagram.com/schoolhouseconnection/
https://twitter.com/SchoolHouseConn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/schoolhouseconnection/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCaEq_zAW96nkFyha53YYqYw

Sign up for our
Mailing List!

Get on the list for important legislative
updates, useful resources, webinar
announcements, and news related to
homelessness and

education.




Contact Information

Karen Rice

Senior Program Manager of

Education Initiatives
Karen@schoolhouseconnection.org



mailto:karen@schoolhouseconnection.org
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