This template is an example that may be used for the submission of a request for waivers of
accountability, school identification, and related reporting requirements under the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, as amended. Note that a State
educational agency is not required to use this template. For assistance on this
accountability waiver template, or to discuss assessment flexibility that a State may need
based on the specific circumstances within the State, please contact OESE. Titlei-a@ed.gov.

The Honorable Ian Rosenblum

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and Programs, Delegated the authority to perform the
functions and duties of the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education

Office of Elementary and Secondary Education

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20202

Dear Deputy Assistant Secretary Rosenblum:

I am writing to request a waiver, pursuant to section 8401 of the Elementary and Secondary
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), of the following requirements as a result of ongoing challenges
related to the novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19):

State: Rhode Island

Please check all that apply:

Accountability and school identification requirements in ESEA sections 1111(c)(4) and
1111(d)(2)(C)-(D): the requirements that a State measure progress toward long-term
goals and measurements of interim progress; meaningfully differentiate, on an annual
basis, all public schools, including by adjusting the Academic Achievement indicator
based on a participation rate below 95 percent; and identify schools for comprehensive,
targeted, and additional targeted support and improvement based on data from the 2020-
2021 school year.

Report card provisions related to accountability in ESEA section 1111(h) based on data
from the 2020-2021 school year. These include:

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(1)(D)-(IV) and (VI) (Accountability system description,
other than the list of comprehensive, targeted, and additional targeted support
and improvement schools).

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(iii)(I) (Other Academic indicator results for schools that
are not high schools).

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(v) (School Quality or Student Success indicator results).

e Section 1111(h)(1)(C)(vi) (Progress toward meeting long-terms goals and
measurements of interim progress).

e Section 1111(h)(2)(C) with respect, at the local educational agency (LEA) and
school levels, to all waived requirements in section 1111(h)(1)(C).
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Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(C), describe how the waiving of
such requirements will advance student academic achievement.

During the COVID-19pandemicthe Rhodelsland Departmenbf Education(RIDE) has
remainedcommittedo collectingachievemendlatathroughits continuedmplementatiorof
thestate’slarge-scaleassessments EnglishLanguageArts and Mathematicgor grades
3-8 andhigh school,Sciencean gradesb, 8, and 11, and Englishlanguageproficiencyin
gradesK-12. Theseassessmentzovideinformationaboutstudentachievementhat will
help RIDE supportschoolsanddistrictsin need,and provideimportantpublic transparency
aboutstudentachievemenior Rhodelsland’scitizens.RIDE is currentlyanalyzingwhich
achievementeasure(syvill be mostvalid and helpfulgiventhe pandemic.

RIDE will alsocollectindividual studentdataand publishaggregatedataon opportunityto
learn. Thisincludeslocationof learning(e.g.,in-person fully remote hybrid), levelof acces
to technologylevelof accesgo instructionandteacherinteraction.Additionally, RIDE
continuedo collectandpublishdataon graduationrates,postsecondargredentialsand
chronicabsenteeism.

In consultationwith its technicaladvisorycommitteeRIDE hasdeterminedhat the data
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Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(F), in order to maintain or improve
transparency in reporting to parents and the public on student achievement and school
performance in school year 2020-2021, including the achievement of subgroups of students, I
assure that:

The State will make publicly available chronic absenteeism data, either as defined in the
State’s School Quality or Student Success indicator, if applicable, or EDFacts,
disaggregated to the extent such data are available by the subgroups in ESEA section
1111(c)(2), on State and local report cards (or in another publicly available location).

The State will make publicly available data on student and/or teacher access to
technology devices and high-speed internet, disaggregated by the subgroups in ESEA
section 1111(c)(2), to the extent such data are collected at the state or LEA level.

TheRhodelsland Departmenbf Educationworkedwith LEAsto providetechnology
resourcedor all Rhodelslandstudentsarly onin the pandemicAdditionally,
"opportunityto learn” surveydatawill becollectedin the Springof 2021at the student
levelin grades3-12regardingstudentsexperiencavith, andaccesdo, technologyand
instructionalsupports.Thissurveywill allow RIDE to reportoutcomedy student
demographiceindexaminesquitableaccessiuring COVID-19.

Eachyear,RIDE alsocollectsdataon schoolclimate,culture,andlearningenvironment
throughRhodelsland’s SurveyWorkStakeholdeSurvey Thisanonymousurveyis
administeredo studentsfamilies,andeducatorsThe2020-21surveywasconducted
from JanuarythroughApril 2021.



Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(1)(F), in order to ensure that schools
will continue to provide assistance to the same populations served by Title I, Part A (e.g.,
subgroups in section 1111(c)(2)), I assure that:

Any school that is identified for comprehensive, targeted, or additional targeted support
and improvement in the 2019-2020 school year (i.e., any school that was in that status as
of the 2019-2020 school year), except for comprehensive support and improvement
schools identified based on low graduation rates that meet the State’s exit criteria, will
maintain that identification status in the 2021-2022 school year, implement its support
and improvement plan, and receive appropriate supports and interventions.

All Rhodelsland schoolscurrentlyidentifiedfor comprehensiveargeted,or additional
targetedsupportandimprovemenwill continueto receivesuchsupport.Theseschools
will continueto diagnosestudenmneedthroughdataincluding,but not limitedto, the
2021 stateassessmentstatewidesurveysandotherschooldatathatis valid andreliable
for the 2020-21schoolyear.In additionto ongoingimprovemenefforts,someLEAsare
electingfor schoolsto continueidentificationas CSlschoolso enactadditional
interventionefforts,includingschool-wideredesignefforts,supportedoy the SEA.
Finally, in accordancewith statelaw, the SEAIs providingadditional supportsto all
LEAswith CSlschoolsaswell asotherstrugglingLEAsin theform of developing
capacityfor continuousmprovementgdataanalysis,andresourceallocationreviews
throughinternal and externalpartnersfundedby the SEA.

The State will identify comprehensive, targeted, and additional targeted support and
improvement schools using data from the 2021-2022 school year in the fall of 2022 to
ensure school identification resumes as quickly as possible.

Consistent with the requirements of ESEA section 8401(b)(3)(A), prior to submitting this waiver,
the State provided interested LEAs and the public with notice and a reasonable opportunity to
comment and provide input on this waiver request and considered the feedback and input in
finalizing this request. The comments and input received, as well as the State’s description of
how it addressed the comments and input, are enclosed with this request.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

Chief State School Officer (or Authorized

Representative)
Digital Signature
OR
Typed Name and Date Angélicalnfante-Greer6/4/21

By typing my name here, I am affirming submission
of this waiver on behalf of the State.



OMB Number: 1810-0752
Expiration Date: September 30, 2021

Public Burden Statement: According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons
are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid
OMSB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is
1810-0752. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to
average 3 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing
data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the
collection of information. The obligation to respond to this collection is voluntary. If you
have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate, suggestions for improving
this individual collection, or if you have comments or concerns regarding the status of your
individual form, application or survey, please contact the Office of School Support and
Accountability, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW, LBJ Federal Office Building, Washington, DC,
20202 or OESE. Titlei-a(@ed.gov.
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	State Name: Rhode Island
	Text Box 1: During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) has remained committed to collecting achievement data through its continued implementation of the state’s large-scale assessments in English Language Arts and Mathematics for grades 3-8 and high school, Science in grades 5, 8, and 11, and English language proficiency in grades K-12. These assessments provide information about student achievement that will help RIDE support schools and districts in need, and provide important public transparency about student achievement for Rhode Island’s citizens. RIDE is currently analyzing which achievement measure(s) will be most valid and helpful given the pandemic.

RIDE will also collect individual student data and publish aggregate data on opportunity to learn. This includes location of learning (e.g., in-person, fully remote, hybrid), level of access to technology, level of access to instruction and teacher interaction. Additionally, RIDE continues to collect and publish data on graduation rates, postsecondary credentials, and chronic absenteeism.

In consultation with its technical advisory committee, RIDE has determined that the data collected in 2021 will best serve Rhode Island’s students if it is used to provide public transparency and support for schools. 
	Check Box 1: Yes
	Check Box 2: Yes
	Check Box 3: Yes
	Check Box 4: Yes
	Check Box 5: Yes
	Check Box 6: Yes
	Text Box 2: The Rhode Island Department of Education worked with LEAs to provide technology resources for all Rhode Island students early on in the pandemic. Additionally, "opportunity to learn" survey data will be collected in the Spring of 2021 at the student level in grades 3-12 regarding students’ experience with, and access to, technology and instructional supports. This survey will allow RIDE to report outcomes by student demographics and examine equitable access during COVID-19.

Each year, RIDE also collects data on school climate, culture, and learning environments through Rhode Island’s SurveyWorks Stakeholder Survey. This anonymous survey is administered to students, families, and educators. The 2020-21 survey was conducted from January through April 2021. 
	Typed Name and Date: Angélica Infante-Green 6/4/21
	Text Box 3: All Rhode Island schools currently identified for comprehensive, targeted, or additional targeted support and improvement will continue to receive such support. These schools will continue to diagnose student need through data including, but not limited to, the 2021 state assessments, statewide surveys, and other school data that is valid and reliable for the 2020-21 school year. In addition to ongoing improvement efforts, some LEAs are electing for schools to continue identification as CSI schools to enact additional intervention efforts, including school-wide redesign efforts, supported by the SEA. Finally, in accordance with state law, the SEA is providing additional supports to all LEAs with CSI schools as well as other struggling LEAs in the form of developing capacity for continuous improvement, data analysis, and resource allocation reviews through internal and external partners funded by the SEA.


