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On November 15, 2022, the R.I. Council on 
Elementary and Secondary Education unanimously 

approved Readiness-Based Graduation 
Requirements for the Class of 2028.



The goal of Readiness-Based Graduation 
Requirements is to develop a system where we 

graduate all of our kids with open doors to create 
their future.
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Overview of Readiness-Based Graduation 
Requirements



Three Key Priorities of Our Proposal

Rhode Island will 
prepare our graduates 

to create their own 
future.

Rhode Island will 
increase engagement 

through real-world 
relevant learning 

experiences. 

Rhode Island will 
change how we 

support our children 
and families.
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Priority One:  We will prepare our graduates to create their own 
future.
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Why?



Our kids want to attend college, but many are not taking the 
courses to attend and even fewer are passing these courses.

8 out of 10 high school seniors 
say they want to attend a two-
or four-year college.

Only 6 out of 10 enrolled in the 
courses they need to be 
considered college eligible.

Only 5 out of 10 passed these 
courses.
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The default expectation for every child in Rhode 
Island will be that they will complete college and 

career ready coursework.*
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*All students will have the opportunity, with the 
informed consent of their parent/guardian, to enroll 

in a RIDE-Approved Readiness Pathway in place of 
one or more required credits for graduation.
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We have the opportunity to graduate 
every single one of our kids with a golden ticket.
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FAFSA completion data will be included in RIDE report 
cards and school accountability beginning with the 

Class of 2028.



Our kids will graduate 
high school with a 

resume to help them 
gain meaningful 

employment.
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Priority Two: We are increasing engagement by increasing real-
world, relevant learning experiences.

14



15

Why?



Students are not receiving experiences that 
connect learning to their passions and goals.
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Of students surveyed worried that they have little 
opportunity to pursue their passions during their high 
school journey, and students in focus groups added that 
they have limited opportunity to voice feedback.

Of students surveyed believe their classes always give 
them useful information for what they plan to do in life.  

47%

24%
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Source: XQ+RI Statewide Education Opportunity Audit



Our kids will demonstrate proficiency in 
civics to graduate from high school.
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Our kids will demonstrate proficiency in 
financial literacy to graduate from high school.
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Our kids will demonstrate proficiency in 
computer science to graduate from high school.
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Our kids will demonstrate proficiency in 
the arts to graduate from high school.
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Our kids participating in CTE programs or in full-time 
dual enrollment programs will receive schedule 

flexibility to take more coursework aligned to their 
passions and goals.
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We will support high schools in offering flex 
credits. Flex credits will provide educators the 
opportunity to design rigorous and meaningful 
learning experiences that align to the passions 

and goals of our kids.
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RIDE’s Secondary Regulations define Flex Credits as: 

"an academic credit that is designed to increase real- world relevant 
learning for students by providing standards-aligned instruction that 

incorporates at minimum two (2) subject areas into credit to 
connected student learning experience. Flex credits shall be used to 
promote student engagement and shall not compromise rigor and 

applicable academic standard.”
(§2.1.A(20))
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Every high school will value and 
recognize work-based learning as a 

form of academic learning.
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RIDE’s Secondary Regulations define 
Work-Based Learning as:
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"is a recognized and valued form of academic learning.” a planned, 
structured learning experience that provides students with real-life or 

simulated work experiences where they can develop and apply 
academic, technical, and applied learning skills; and contributes to the 

achievement of a student’s postsecondary and employment goals. 
Work-based learning may include internship, apprenticeship, service-

learning, school-based enterprise, and industry- based projects. Work-
based learning is a recognized and valued form of academic learning.” 

 (§2.1.A(28))



We will revitalize diploma endorsements to 
communicate the passions, goals, and academic 

readiness of our kids.
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Priority Three: High school has changed.
We are changing how we support our kids and their families.
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Why?



The average United States High School graduate in 2019 
is earning 30% more credits than a graduate in 1982. 

21.6
23.0 23.5 24.2 25.1 26.2 26.9 27.1 28.1

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

1982 1987 1990 1994 1998 2000 2005 2009 2019

Average total credits earned nationally by high school graduates: Various years, 
1982–2019

29
High School Graduating Class

# 
of

 C
ar

ne
gi

e 
Cr

ed
its

 E
ar

ne
d

Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education Statistics, High School and Beyond Longitudinal Study of 1980 Sophomores, "High School Transcript Study"; and 1987, 1990, 1994, 1998, 2000, 2005, and 2009 High School 
Transcript Study (HSTS), and U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) High School Transcript Study, various years, 1990–2019



Youth earnings move

of working-class 
households above 
twice the federal 

poverty line.

Children shouldn’t have to choose between 
academics and economic security but many do. 
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Did you know? According to the American Community Survey…

42%
Youth earnings move

of households with 
income below the 

federal poverty level 
out of poverty.

33%

Many of our kids are lifting their families out of poverty. 30



Children shouldn’t have to choose between 
academics and economic security, but many do.
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Did you know? On the 2021 administration of SurveyWorks…

7% 29%
of middle and high 

school students reported 
caring for a sibling, 

parent, or grandparent for 
part of the day

of middle and high school 
students reported caring 
for a sibling, parent, or 

grandparent for most of 
the day

Many of our kids are supporting working parents and are caring for family members.
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All high schools will provide support and flexibility to 
our caregiving youth and students who work. 



We need to keep parents informed.
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1 out of 2 parents
said they are NOT informed when 

their kids struggle in their classes.

2 out of 3 parents
said they do NOT receive regular 

updates on the progress their 
kids are making 

toward college/career goals.



Our schools will provide annual updates 
to inform our parents on the progress of their 
kids on college and career readiness goals.
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Summary of Readiness-Based Requirements:
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The goal of readiness-based graduation requirements is to graduate our kids with open doors to create their future with the skills 
and experiences to succeed in college and the workplace.



As Rhode Island transitions to Readiness-Based 
Graduation Requirements, RIDE is committed to 

supporting schools and districts with implementing 
these changes.

RIDE has developed a 5-Year Action Plan to outline 
this commitment.
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We believe the adoption of Readiness-Based 
Graduation Requirements, accompanied by RIDE's 

commitment to support, every single one of our 
students will graduate high school with open doors 

to create their own future.
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Thank You!
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