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HOW TO READ THE STANDARDS 
As mentioned earlier, the anchor standards and content standards work together, in concert, to 

create a cohesive social studies curriculum of study from kindergarten through high school.  

Every grade level and high school social studies course is organized in a similar fashion. First, 

each course has a clear title highlighting the focus of inquiry for that course. Within each 

course, content is organized into inquiry topics, and each inquiry topic has multiple standards. 

Each standard is presented in table form with components that are designed to help teachers 

understand and make decisions about how to teach the provided content. A sample table is 

provided below. Following the table is a brief description of each element in the table.

 

Inquiry Topic 

Each grade level and high school course consists of multiple inquiry topics. Each inquiry topic is 

numbered, titled for easy reference, and includes a compelling question. Each inquiry topic also 

includes multiple content standards, each of which has its own table.  

Compelling Question 

Each inquiry topic includes a compelling question that is intended to provide an overarching 

focus of study across the topic of inquiry. Compelling questions are not designed to have simple 

answers and students should be able to make a range of valid evidence-based arguments in 

response to these questions after they have completed the topic of inquiry. 
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Content Standard 

The box in the top left-hand corner of each table identifies the content standard. Each table has 

only one standard and is numbered based on the grade, topic, and standard. For example, the 

standard SSK.1.1 refers to Social Studies Grade Kindergarten, Inquiry Topic 1, Standard 1. All 

content standards use the four verbs that emphasize academic rigor, giving depth to the 

standard. In addition, in most cases the level of rigor in any content standard matches the 

highest level of rigor in the learning assessment objectives and the level expected of the anchor 

standards.  

 

Connections to the Rhode Island Anchor Standards 

Adjacent to the content standard is information that identifies which anchor standards align 

with and inform the content standard for the subtopic. Teachers should keep these in mind 

when using the content standard, guiding questions for instruction, and learning assessment 

objectives to design instruction and assessment tasks.  

 

Guiding Questions for Instruction 

The guiding questions for instruction provide teachers with suggested questions to help prompt 

student inquiry into the standard. They align with the learning assessment objectives.  

 

Learning Assessment Objectives 

The learning assessment objectives are designed to help teachers know what to look for when 

students demonstrate their learning as it relates to the content standards. These objectives also 

function as indicators of what effective demonstration of the standard would look like. In a 

sense, the objectives are an ‘unpacked’ version of the content standard. The levels of rigor in 

the learning assessment objectives exemplify the content standard and point to the anchor 

standards levels that students are expected to achieve. 


