
RIDE Alternate Assessment
Instructional Planner

October 21, 2026



Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

• Essential Elements Report in Student Data Portal

• The Change to the Instructionally Embedded Model
• Rationale and Timeline

• Demonstration of Instructionally Embedded Planner - Ronda Layman and Molly Brown (DLM)

• Questions
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State Assessment Accommodations Training for Administrators
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Assessment/Title of Training Dates/Times Registration Link

Digital SAT Suite of Assessments: 
Accommodations and Supports (SSD 
Online Part 1)

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] December 15 (9:00-11:30 AM)

OPTION 2:  [WEBINAR]  December 17 (9:30-11:30 AM)

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] December 15 

OPTION 2: [WEBINAR] December 17

Understanding Accommodations for RI 
State Assessments

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] January 26 (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM)

OPTION 2: [IN PERSON] January 27 (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM)

OPTION 3: [WEBINAR] February 11 (9:30 AM – 12:00 PM)

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] January 26

OPTION 2: [IN PERSON] January 27 

OPTION 3: [WEBINAR] February 11

Test Coordinator Training for DLM OPTION 3: [IN PERSON] March 9 (9:00 AM – 11:30 AM)

OPTION 3: [IN PERSON] March 9 (12:30 – 3:00 PM)

Both Options [IN PERSON] March 9 

Administering the SAT Suite to Students 
with Accommodations (Part 2)

March 18 [WEBINAR] (9:30-11:00 AM) [Webinar] March 18 

https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2087
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2087
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0yJS6QIdTCW5I6FYjoQEPw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0yJS6QIdTCW5I6FYjoQEPw
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zJqmSOLLR8GzbrN3DdQsRA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zJqmSOLLR8GzbrN3DdQsRA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zJqmSOLLR8GzbrN3DdQsRA
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tCnQG9ovTCawFETXASpEOA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tCnQG9ovTCawFETXASpEOA


RIDE Data Portal

To access the RIDE Data Portal, visit the RIDE website: 

https://ride.ri.gov/ or go to https://portal.ride.ri.gov and follow

these steps:

1. Click on the Instruction and Assessment tab at the top of the RIDE 

homepage.

2. Choose Assessment from the drop-down menu.

3. Choose Assessment Results from the left.

4. Choose RIDE Portal and log in.

5. Once logged in, click on All Applications on left and find 

the Student Data Portal icon.
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https://ride.ri.gov/
https://portal.ride.ri.gov/


Student Data Portal: Essential Elements Report

New report designed to help districts and educators use the DLM state assessment data.

• Individual student score reports included EE data for each student.

• Essential Elements Report provides student, school, and district level EE data at the aggregate level.

• Teachers can see EE data for their students and classes if the TCS (Teacher-Course-Student) data is set up 
correctly.

Directions:

• Log in to the RIDE Portal

• Click on the Student Data Portal icon

• Click on the Essential Elements tab on the left side of the screen
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DLM Essential Elements Report
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EE results can be viewed by:
• District
• Individual school
• Outplaced students (not 

separated by school) 

EEs are grade and content-area specific so 
each grade level must be investigated 
separately.

Remember: Student groups may 
not return useful information due 
to small n-sizes.

Remember: “My Tested 
Students” (last year’s students) 
and “My Current Students” will 
return different results.



Essential Elements Report
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Linkage Level Keys

Percentage of students who 
mastered each linkage level

This table shows the number of 
students who mastered each 

achievement level for each EE. If 
clicked, the numbers will return the 

names of the students.

This table shows the EE code. If clicked, 
it will take you to the language of the EE, 

the mini-map, and other instructional 
information.

“Show Bar Chart” is checked to 
show the percentage of students at 
each linkage level. To see the linkage 
level descriptors in addition to the 
number of students, click “Show 
Descriptors”



DLM Essential Elements Report
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• The linkage level descriptors 
appear when you select “Show 
Descriptors”.

• Clicking on the number of 
students will show you the 
names of each student in that 
linkage level for that specific EE.

• Clicking on the EE code will 
take you to the EE language, the 
mini-map, and other 
instructional information.



R H O D E  I S L A N D  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Moving to the DLM Instructionally 
Embedded Model

A new approach to Rhode Island's alternate assessment for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities

For District Special Education Directors  •  Test Coordinators  •  Principals  •  Teachers
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Why We're Changing

Stronger Instructional Support

We’re giving teachers a model that supports instruction all year long.

DLM will continue to be Rhode Island's alternate assessment.

What's changing is when and how it's given — shifting from a single spring test to assessment embedded in 

instruction throughout the year.

This shift affects students in grades 3–8 and 11 who participate in DLM assessments in ELA, Mathematics, and Science.
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How the Instructionally Embedded Model Works
A continuous cycle repeated throughout each assessment window, for tested Essential Elements.

1

CHOOSE

Pick an Essential Element 

and linkage level for the 

student in the Instruction and 
Assessment Planner.

→ 2

TEACH

Provide instruction at that 
level of complexity.

→ 3

ASSESS

Assign a testlet; it's delivered 

to the student in Kite Student 
Portal.

→ 4

EVALUATE

Review the results 

(Mastered/Not Mastered) to 
plan the next step.

→ 5

REPEAT

Continue the cycle throughout 
the assessment window.

Assessment informs instruction, and instruction informs assessment — the cycle repeats until blueprint requirements are met 
for each student.

This mirrors the DLM “Process for Instructionally Embedded Assessments” resource available on the DLM website.
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Two Phases of the Transition

PHASE 1

2026–27 School Year

Practice Year

• DLM Year End model is still administered as usual this 
year

• Instructional Planner available Oct. – Feb. 2, 2027, for 
educators to practice with

• Three optional training sessions offered for teachers on 
October 27, 28, and 29.

• Participation and training are NOT required

PHASE 2

2027–28 School Year

Required

• IE model officially replaces the Year End model

• Two testing windows (Fall and Spring) — both required

• Scores count toward state assessment and 
accountability reporting

• Test window dates to be announced in summer 2027

! Note: Rhode Island continues to administer the required DLM Year End model during the 2026–27 school year, in addition to the Instructional 

Planner practice period.
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Key Dates — Phase 1 (2026–27)

Sept. 23 & Oct. 21 BOTH Special Education Director Webinars. (Registration Link for Oct. 21 Webinar)

Oct. 5 BOTH Student registration to Kite Educator Portal begins

Oct. 24 IE PLANNER Prerequisite tasks due (accounts, rosters, First Contact Survey, Personal Needs Profile)

Oct. 27, 28, or 29 IE PLANNER Instructional Planner Teacher Training (optional, in-person).

Feb. 2, 2027 IE PLANNER Last day to use the Instructional Planner

March 9, 2027 DLM YE DLM Test Coordinator Training (required). Registration Link

March 29 – May 28 DLM YE
DLM Year End Model Testing Window — required, administered as usual to all eligible 

students in grades 3-8, 11.
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dXQxKfR9TSCWdnLEPJZbnw
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092


Key Dates — Phase 2 (2027–28)
Exact dates have not yet been finalized — here's what we know so far.

TBD (Fall 2027) DLM IE Testing Window 1 — required for all eligible students

TBD (Spring 2028) DLM IE Testing Window 2 — required for all eligible students

TBD DLM IE District Test Coordinator training; Teacher training

Ongoing DLM IE Updates shared via DLM Test Updates emails and the RI DLM webpage

Questions? alternate.assessment@ride.ri.gov     Watch for updates: www.ride.ri.gov/dlm
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Questions?
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