
RIDE Alternate 
Assessment and Program 

Updates

September 23, 2026



Agenda
• Alternate Assessment Eligibility

• Guidance Review 
• New Forms

• LEA 1% Monitoring Process
• How monitoring decisions are made
• File Review Process and Results

• 1% Waiver Updates

• Updates on State Assessment

• Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) Updates and Announcements
• Instructionally Embedded Model
• DLM Assessment Calendar
• DLM Readiness Requirements

• Questions
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Alternate 
Assessment Eligibility

Guidance Review and New Forms



Who is the Alternate Assessment For?

A student is identified as having the most  significant cognitive disability because the student 
requires extensive, direct individualized instruction and substantial supports to achieve 
measurable gains on the challenging state academic content standards for the grade in which 
the student is enrolled. (Sec 200.6(d)(1)(iii)).

• Student’s verbal IQ is 2 ½ standard deviations below 

the mean.

• Student’s non-verbal IQ is 2 ½ standard deviations 

below the mean.

• Student’s adaptive score is 2 ½ standard deviations 

below the mean.

• The student is unable to generalize their daily living 

and community skills across all settings without 

intensive, frequent, and individualized instruction and 

support.
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Overview of the Alternate Assessment Eligibility Process

• Cognitive Evaluation

• Adaptive Evaluation

• Educational Data

• Speech and Language

• OT/PT

DATA

• Director

• LEA

• School Psychologist

• Special Education Teacher

• General Education Teacher

Internal 
Review • Draft Tools go home 3 days 

before meeting 

• Discussion of the tools is 
had at the IEP meeting 

• Documentation Form 
completed and signed

Decision
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Eligibility Documentation: Summary of Updates
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TOOL Updates Notes

2025-26 IEP Team Guidance for Alternate 
Assessment 

Yes
• Remember to distribute this document to all IEP Team members, 

including school psychologists and LEA representatives. It contains all of 
the guidance and policies you need to know.

1. TOOL A- Intellectual Functioning 
Rubric

Yes
• Data section updated
• Verbal Score clarified- for non-verbal students

2. TOOL B- Adaptive Functioning Rubric NO

• Remember that a teacher and parent adaptive are required
• Remember when filling out the student's adaptive scale, the skills should 

be compared to a typical peer not other students in a self-contained 
classroom. 

3. TOOL C- Previous Participation and 
Performance Table 

NO • Remember that IEP teams must fill the form out completely 

Documentation of Unobtainable verbal 
Score

NEW • Must be used if a verbal score cannot be obtained 

4. Alternate Assessment Documentation 
form 

YES
• Previous participation section added 
• Signature of parent added 



2026-27 Updates to Tool A: Intellectual Functioning Rubric
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2026-27 Updates to Tool A: Intellectual Functioning Rubric
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NEW for 2026-27: Documentation of Unobtainable Verbal Score
Appendix D, page 29, IEP Guidance document
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IMPORTANT: The absence of a verbal score does not automatically qualify or disqualify a student for the alternate assessment. IEP 

teams must still gather and evaluate all other required evidence as described in the full Guidance for IEP Teams document. A verbal 

score cannot be estimated, assumed, or extrapolated from other data.

Some reasons a verbal score cannot be obtained: 

• Student is nonverbal or has severely limited expressive language

• Student uses AAC that precludes a standard verbal administration

• Student does not speak English and no appropriately normed 

instrument in their home language is available.

• Documented sensory impairment (significant hearing loss, 

dysarthria, apraxia, etc.)

• Evaluator made repeated attempts and verbal responses were 

inconsistent or absent despite optimal conditions.

Guidance:

• Appropriate cognitive evaluation for nonverbal student must be 

used to obtain a cognitive score.

• Some (not all inclusive) examples of cognitive evaluations for 

nonverbal students: TONI-4, CTONI-2, PTONI (only for students 

through age 11), Leiter-3, WNV, MSEL. 

• Informal observations, checklists, and parent interviews may not 

substitute for norm-referenced evaluation data for the cognitive 

sections of Tools A and B.

• Documentation of Unobtainable Verbal Score form must be 

completed before completing Tool A: Intellectual Functioning Tool.



NEW for 2026-27: Documentation of Unobtainable Verbal Score
Appendix D, page 29, IEP Guidance document 

10



NEW for 2026-27: Documentation of Unobtainable Verbal Score
Appendix D, page 29, IEP Guidance document

11

Complete this form before completing Tool A.

Step 1: Complete the student information.

Step 2: Check off why a verbal score cannot 

be obtained.

Step 3: If a verbal score cannot be obtained, 

then a cognitive evaluation appropriate for the 

student must be given.

Step 3: Complete Section 2 if there was a 

cognitive evaluation given and a verbal score 

was not obtainable.



2026-27 Updates to Documentation Form
IEP Team Guidance, Pages 21 - 22
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This means the VERY FIRST 

eligibility determination.

These are reminders for IEP 

teams to ensure everyone is 

following the required process 

for making eligibility 

determinations.

Updated to reflect the 

use of nonverbal 

cognitive evaluation.

Check one of the boxes.

2026-27 Updates to Documentation Form
IEP Team Guidance, Pages 21 - 22
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2026-27 Updates to Documentation Form
IEP Team Guidance, Pages 21 - 22

The parent signature is also 

required.



LEA 1% Monitoring 
Process



LEA 1% Monitoring Process 
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Not Monitored

Under the 1%

Intervention measure of 1.3 or 
below

Monitored 

Intervention Score 
of 1.4 or above 

and/or:

Over 1% by 15 or 
more students 

and/or:

Student eligibility 
has continued to 

increase.



LEA 1% Monitoring Process
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District
If the LEA tested 

1% of students:

Number of 

students the LEA 

tested over the 

1%:

Number of 

students tested

Intervention 

Measure

State of RI 688 275 963

District A 52 75 23 3.60

District B 25 6 31 1.91

District C 9 1 10 1.10



File Review: Identify Files 
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Primary 
Disability 

Grade the 
student was 

first identified

Student's MLL 
status (Tested 

in primary 
languag) 

Previous 
testing scores 
(RICAS/DLM) 

Student's level 
of 

performance 
and/or goals 
are less than 
4 years below 

grade level 



File Review: Part 1- Student Information 

19



File Review: Part 2- Student Data
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File Review: Part 3- Adaptive Behavior
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Part 4: Academic Information  



File Review: Part 5- Other Considerations
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File Review: Part 6 – Next Steps 
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What We Learned From the LEAs: 
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• LEAs were able to identify patterns and areas of the eligibility process that needed to be reviewed with IEP 

Team members. 

• Many students' cognitive, adaptive, and other evaluations did not meet the recency requirements (i.e., the 

evaluations were more than six years old). 

• The adaptive evaluations were not being used as intended; many teachers were evaluating students 

against students in their room rather than typical peers.

• Tool C- The Previous Participation and Performance Table was not being completed.

• Because the tools are in the electronic IEP systems, many teams are not reading and using the guidance 

document.

• Almost all LEAs continued the file review process beyond the required number of files to review. 



RIDE's Next Steps:  
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• Provide additional guidance on how to complete the eligibility process with a non-verbal student. 

• Provide guidance on evaluation tools (specifically cognitive evaluations).

• Provide guidance on more appropriate instructional tools, materials, and curricula.

• Continue to work with LEAs on the file review process. 



RI 1% Waiver Updates



RI Waiver Request Status and Updates

2025-26 School Year: 

• ELA and Math was approved.

• Science was not approved. RI did not meet participation requirements for students with disabilities.

2026-27 School Year: USED asked us to provide plans to improve participation for students with 
disabilities in NGSA and DLM science.

• Will be reaching out to LEAs who did not test 95% of students with disabilities in NGSA. 

• Participation data will be released in October in the Student Data Portal.

• Please reach out to outplacement schools to ensure they know they need to administer Rhode 
Island state assessments to any students.

• Waiver is due December 14, 2026.

• State and LEA 1% data will be posted by November.
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Updates on State 
Assessment 



2026-2027 Test Coordinator Monthly Webinars

• Who: district and school test coordinators, special education directors, MLL directors, data managers, 
technology coordinators

• What: pertinent information about state assessments, including monthly tasks, to support schools and LEAs in 
a successful test administration year

• Calendar and Registration:
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Monthly Test Coordinator Webinar Calendar (Wednesdays at 10:00 AM)

Registration 1 (September – November) Registration 2 (December – June)

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/W
N_vO0lH9HbTx6ZPkzEGAhEhg 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/
WN_yBuf_6BERvOTMoKkk92MSQ 

October 21, 2026 December 9, 2026

November 18, 2026 January 13, 2027

February 10, 2027

March 10, 2027

April 14, 2027

May 12, 2027

June 9, 2027

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vO0lH9HbTx6ZPkzEGAhEhg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vO0lH9HbTx6ZPkzEGAhEhg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yBuf_6BERvOTMoKkk92MSQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_yBuf_6BERvOTMoKkk92MSQ


2026-2027 State Assessment Calendar
State testing windows are posted at www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Schedules
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Test Content Area(s) Grades Primary Test Window Makeup Test Window

WIDA ACCESS ELP K-12 Jan. 4 – Feb. 12, 2027 Feb. 15 – 26, 2027

WIDA Alternate ACCESS ELP K-12 Jan. 4 – Feb. 12, 2027 Feb. 15 – 26, 2027

RICAS - ELA ELA 3-8 March 22 - April 9, 2027 April 12 - 16, 2027

RICAS - Math Math 3-8 April 26 - May 14, 2027 May 17 -  21, 2027

DLM ELA, Math
Science

3-8
5, 8, 11 March 29 – May 28, 2027

NGSA Science 5, 8, 11 April 26 – May 14, 2027 May 17 – 28, 2027

PSAT 10 Reading, Math 10 March 22 - April 9, 2027 April 12 - 16, 2027

RI SAT School Day Reading, Math 11 March 22 - April 9, 2027 April 12 - 16, 2027

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Schedules
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Schedules
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Schedules


2026-2027 RISAP Training Calendar
Training calendar is posted at: http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-manuals
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• Training requirements for each state 

assessment.

• Dates for test coordinator and test 

administrator trainings for all assessments.

• Links to register.

http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-manuals
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-manuals
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-manuals


State Assessment Accommodations Training for Administrators
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Assessment/Title of Training Dates/Times Registration Link

Digital SAT Suite of Assessments: 
Accommodations and Supports (SSD 
Online Part 1)

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] December 15 (9:00-11:30 AM)

OPTION 2:  [WEBINAR]  December 17 (9:30-11:30 AM)

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] December 15 

OPTION 2: [WEBINAR] December 17

Understanding Accommodations for RI 
State Assessments

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] January 26 (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM)

OPTION 2: [IN PERSON] January 27 (9:00 AM – 12:00 PM)

OPTION 3: [WEBINAR] February 11 (9:30 AM – 12:00 PM)

OPTION 1: [IN PERSON] January 26

OPTION 2: [IN PERSON] January 27 

OPTION 3: [WEBINAR] February 11

Test Coordinator Training for DLM OPTION 3: [IN PERSON] March 9 (9:00 AM – 11:30 AM)

OPTION 3: [IN PERSON] March 9 (12:30 – 3:00 PM)

Both Options [IN PERSON] March 9 

Administering the SAT Suite to Students 
with Accommodations (Part 2)

March 18 [WEBINAR] (9:30-11:00 AM) [Webinar] March 18 

https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2087
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2087
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0yJS6QIdTCW5I6FYjoQEPw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0yJS6QIdTCW5I6FYjoQEPw
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2089
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zJqmSOLLR8GzbrN3DdQsRA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zJqmSOLLR8GzbrN3DdQsRA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zJqmSOLLR8GzbrN3DdQsRA
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tCnQG9ovTCawFETXASpEOA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tCnQG9ovTCawFETXASpEOA


Individual Student Score Reports (ISRs) Policy
www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-results

All ISRs (except RICAS) have been either shipped and delivered to schools or made available on the assessment platform. 

• RICAS ISRs will arrive in districts this Fall.

• SAT and PSAT 10 ISRs are not mailed to schools. Test coordinators must print or download ISRs from the 
https://k12reports.collegeboard.org/ website.

Sending ISRs to Families:

• Families should receive ISRs no more than two months after LEAs receive them.*

• Score Report Shells in languages other than English are available for all state assessments.

• Score interpretation materials are available for teachers and families.

Outplacement Schools:

• Sending LEAs are responsible for providing outplacement schools with ISRs for student records.

• Sending LEAs are responsible for ensuring families receive ISRs.
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*NOTE: The NGSA science and RICAS 
ISRs are the exception because these 
ISRs include state-level data that has 
not yet been released to the public. 
LEAs must wait to send the NGSA and 
RICAS ISRs to families until all state 
assessment data has been released. 

http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-results
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-results
http://www.ride.ri.gov/assessment-results
https://k12reports.collegeboard.org/


RIDE Data Portal

•To access the RIDE Data Portal, visit the RIDE website: 

https://ride.ri.gov/ or go to https://portal.ride.ri.gov and follow

these steps:

1. Click on the Instruction and Assessment tab at the top of the 

homepage.

2. Choose Assessment from the drop down.

3. Choose Assessment Results from the left.

4. Choose RIDE Portal and log in.

5. Once logged in, click on All Applications on left and find 

the Portal icon.
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https://ride.ri.gov/
https://portal.ride.ri.gov/


DLM Updates and 
Announcements



R H O D E  I S L A N D  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N

Moving to the DLM Instructionally 
Embedded Model

A new approach to Rhode Island's alternate assessment for students with the most significant 
cognitive disabilities

For District Special Education Directors  •  Test Coordinators  •  Principals  •  Teachers
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Why We're Changing

Stronger Instructional Support

We’re giving teachers a model that supports instruction all year long.

DLM will continue to be Rhode Island's alternate assessment.

What's changing is when and how it's given — shifting from a single spring test to assessment embedded in 

instruction throughout the year.

This shift affects students in grades 3–8 and 11 who participate in DLM assessments in ELA, Mathematics, and Science.
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How the Instructionally Embedded Model Works
A continuous cycle repeated throughout each assessment window, for tested Essential Elements.

1

CHOOSE

Pick an Essential Element 

and linkage level for the 

student in the Instruction and 
Assessment Planner.

→ 2

TEACH

Provide instruction at that 
level of complexity.

→ 3

ASSESS

Assign a testlet; it's delivered 

to the student in Kite Student 
Portal.

→ 4

EVALUATE

Review the results 

(Mastered/Not Mastered) to 
plan the next step.

→ 5

REPEAT

Continue the cycle throughout 
the assessment window.

Assessment informs instruction, and instruction informs assessment — the cycle repeats until blueprint requirements are met 
for each student.

This mirrors the DLM “Process for Instructionally Embedded Assessments” resource available on the DLM website.
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Two Phases of the Transition

PHASE 1

2026–27 School Year

Practice Year

• DLM Year End model is still administered as usual this 
year

• Instructional Planner available Oct. – Feb. 2, 2027, for 
educators to practice with

• Three optional training sessions offered for teachers on 
October 27, 28, and 29.

• Participation and training are NOT required

PHASE 2

2027–28 School Year

Required

• IE model officially replaces the Year End model

• Two testing windows (Fall and Spring) — both required

• Scores count toward state assessment and 
accountability reporting

• Test window dates to be announced in summer 2027

! Note: Rhode Island continues to administer the required DLM Year End model during the 2026–27 school year, in addition to the Instructional 

Planner practice period.
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Key Dates — Phase 1 (2026–27)

Sept. 23 & Oct. 21 BOTH Special Education Director Webinars. (Registration Link for Oct. 21 Webinar)

Oct. 5 BOTH Student registration to Kite Educator Portal begins

Oct. 24 IE PLANNER Prerequisite tasks due (accounts, rosters, First Contact Survey, Personal Needs Profile)

Oct. 27, 28, or 29 IE PLANNER Instructional Planner Teacher Training (optional, in-person). Registration Link

Feb. 2, 2027 IE PLANNER Last day to use the Instructional Planner

March 9, 2027 DLM YE DLM Test Coordinator Training (required). Registration Link

March 29 – May 28 DLM YE DLM Year End Model Testing Window — required, administered as usual
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_dXQxKfR9TSCWdnLEPJZbnw
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2109
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopreg/ViewWorkshop.aspx?workshopid=2092


Key Dates — Phase 2 (2027–28)
Exact dates have not yet been finalized — here's what we know so far.

TBD (Fall 2027) DLM IE Testing Window 1 — required for all eligible students

TBD (Spring 2028) DLM IE Testing Window 2 — required for all eligible students

TBD DLM IE District Test Coordinator refresher training

Ongoing DLM IE Updates shared via DLM Test Updates emails and the RI DLM webpage

Questions? alternate.assessment@ride.ri.gov     Watch for updates: www.ride.ri.gov/dlm
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Questions?
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