
Alternate Assessment 
Eligibility Determination 

Supporting LEAs in examining data and 
decision making around eligibility. 

April 28, 2025



Agenda
• Introduction and Monitoring Process 
• Criteria Review and Eligibility Process 
• Disproportionality and Root Cause Analysis
• Presumed Competence
• Case Study 
• IEP Connection 
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Goals

1. To identify and analyze the eligibility process in your district. 

2. To use data on disproportionality to identify student groups for review to ensure all 
students meet the eligibility criteria. 

3. To determine what additional data would be appropriate to look at when making eligibility 
decisions. 

4. To use the least dangerous assumption through presumed competence when making 
eligibility decisions. 

5. To discuss what next steps would look like for students who may no longer qualify for the 
alternate assessment.
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Introduction and 
Monitoring Process



State Data on the One Percent
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1.18%

1.20%

1.22%

1.24%

1.26%

1.28%

1.30%

1.32%

1.34%

1.36%

1.38%

Math ELA Science

18-19 20-21 21-22 22-23 23-24

Requirements for States: 

• May not exceed 1.0% 

• Required to provide oversight to LEAs

• Required to provide evidence that they are 
making progress toward achieving 1.0% 

Consequences of not making progress toward 
1.0% 

• A letter requiring the state to submit a plan to 
come into compliance with the 1.0% cap 

• Placing conditions on the State’s Title I Part A 
grant 

• Imposing a high-risk status on the State’s Title I 
Part A grant 

• Withhold Title I Part A state administrative fund 
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Monitoring Process 
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Tier 3

Tier 2

Tier 1
Below 1% 

Just above 1% for one year 

Between 1% and 2% and decreasing 

Between 1-2% and are seeing no change 

Between 1-2% and have increased from previous year

More than 2% of students participating in the alternate assessment 
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Monitoring Process
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Tier 1
• RIDE Alternate Assessment Training 

• RIDE available for TA upon request

Tier 2

• All of Tier 1 supports plus:

• Yearly presentation on the 1% rule

• Group training around eligibility 

Tier 3

• All of Tier 1 and 2 supports plus: 

• One-on-One meeting with RIDE to review process 

• In-person monitoring of eligibility decisions
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Criteria Review and 
Eligibility Process
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Alternate Assessment Participation Criteria

Three Participation Criteria

1. Student meets the definition of having a significant cognitive disability 
➢ Verbal and nonverbal Intellectual Functioning score is 2.5 or more standard deviations below the mean. 

➢ The majority of evidence on the Intellectual Functioning Rubric is in column 4. 

2. Formative and summative evaluations and data show that the Essential Elements will be 

challenging for the student
➢ Learning section of the Intellectual Functioning Rubric is in column 3

➢ Previous test participation show that the Essential Elements are or will be challenging to the student. 

3. The student is unable to generalize daily living and community skills consistently…without 

intensive, frequent, and individualized instruction and support 
➢ Adaptive behavior scale score is 2.5 or more standard deviations below the mean. 

➢ The majority of evidence on the Adaptive Functioning Rubric is in columns 3 and 4. 

➢ The majority of evidence for Daily Living and Community skills is in columns 3 and 4. 
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Eligibility Process

Perform a Data 
Review.

Prepare Drafts of 
Each Eligibility 

Tool. 

Conduct an internal 
review prior to the 

IEP meeting.

Drafts presented 
and discussed at 

the IEP Team 
Meeting and 
eligibility is 
determined.

Eligibility Process Activity Guidance For Alternate Assessment 
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https://ridoe-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/maryann_mello_ride_ri_gov/Ea6GmOF0oFBMvCa-Pjp4Rv8BGBeZ7_4wqGFy3PBZZT9BMg?e=PbMpt4
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:VA6C2:a66e91bd-f4eb-4b86-9cba-14d3baf50165


Eligibility Process Discussion 

• What barriers do you face in completing your eligibility process?

• What struggles or fears do you have if a student no longer qualifies? 

• How do these struggles and fears play a role in the determination of a 
student who is on the cusp?  
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Reviewing Your Data

Disproportionality and Root 
Cause Analysis



Guiding Questions:

How does your district identify which students to evaluate for DLM?

1. Review of disproportionality data and participation rates for DLM. 

2. Review your district’s disproportionality data report.

3. What questions does this raise about your identification procedures?
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Context: Alternate Assessments in your District
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1. Identify the subgroups over 1.0%.

2. Which groups have participation rates higher than the 
district rate of 1.3%?

3. How do these numbers compare with your district’s 
overall student demographics?

42% of DLM students are in elementary school

47% of DLM students are in middle school. 

52% of DLM students are economically 

disadvantaged. 
• LEA has 44%.

36% of DLM students are Hispanic. 
• LEA has 36% Hispanic students.

42% are White. 
• LEA has 44% White students.

This district exceeded the 1% threshold by 20%.

FINDINGS:
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Figure 1. Alternate Assessment Participation by Demographic Category
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Table 2: Number of students taking DLM over years.
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1. Identify where there are increases and decreases.

2. Which year(s) had large increases or decreases?

3. For each of the identified subgroups, discuss with your team the possible reasons for the increases or decreases? Some areas to 

consider: policy or procedure changes? Staff changes? Initiatives implemented (completion of eligibility training course, MTSS, 

Right to Read, math, coaching, HQIM/HQCM, PL opportunities, graduation requirements, etc.)?
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Table 3: Data by District
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This table is sorted by the Total Tested Students 

column.

Gives you an idea of the DLM participation rates of 

other, similar-sized districts.

1. Look up the rates of other Tier 2 and 3 districts.

2. Which districts have similar total numbers of 

students tested on DLM?

3. Look at the highlighted districts’ data. Why do 

you think they are below the 1.0%?

4. What questions do you have for other districts 

that are either above or below the 1.0%?
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Why are we over the 1%?  

Teacher Training on the 1% criteria 

Misunderstanding of the Eligibility Criteria 

Concerns about student taking RICAS and lack 
of understanding of the accommodations

District Belief

Resource Constraints

We are truly over the 1% 
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Presumed Competence 
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Videos: 

• Daniel 

• Ghost Boy 

Articles: 

• The Power of Presuming Competence: An Inclusion A-Ha Moment

• The Presumption of Competence

• The Least Dangerous Assumption 

• Ties Tips for Inclusive Practices 
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https://ridoe-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/maryann_mello_ride_ri_gov/ETvoBp2On41HvDhmd4x6mOABPTBseb9DqPZjNz1-IOnfJA?e=KmCQJ6
https://ridoe-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/maryann_mello_ride_ri_gov/ETvoBp2On41HvDhmd4x6mOABPTBseb9DqPZjNz1-IOnfJA?e=KmCQJ6
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Ghost+Boy+video&qs=n&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=ghost+boy+video&sc=5-15&sk=&cvid=420EB885CCAE4334AE93966C9AD18FDA&ajaxnorecss=1&sid=0C28EE9A603264872083FB4B619A6527&jsoncbid=0&ajaxsydconv=1&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dGhost%2520Boy%2520video%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBRE%26sp%3d-1%26ghc%3d1%26lq%3d0%26pq%3dghost%2520boy%2520video%26sc%3d5-15%26sk%3d%26cvid%3d420EB885CCAE4334AE93966C9AD18FDA%26ajaxnorecss%3d1%26sid%3d0C28EE9A603264872083FB4B619A6527%26format%3dsnrjson%26jsoncbid%3d0%26ajaxsydconv%3d1&mmscn=vwrc&mid=CC007418CCB973BE0DCFCC007418CCB973BE0DCF&FORM=WRVORC&ntb=1&msockid=b45e3b821b9f11f092055d982ce78e14
https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?q=Ghost+Boy+video&qs=n&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=ghost+boy+video&sc=5-15&sk=&cvid=420EB885CCAE4334AE93966C9AD18FDA&ajaxnorecss=1&sid=0C28EE9A603264872083FB4B619A6527&jsoncbid=0&ajaxsydconv=1&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3dGhost%2520Boy%2520video%26qs%3dn%26form%3dQBRE%26sp%3d-1%26ghc%3d1%26lq%3d0%26pq%3dghost%2520boy%2520video%26sc%3d5-15%26sk%3d%26cvid%3d420EB885CCAE4334AE93966C9AD18FDA%26ajaxnorecss%3d1%26sid%3d0C28EE9A603264872083FB4B619A6527%26format%3dsnrjson%26jsoncbid%3d0%26ajaxsydconv%3d1&mmscn=vwrc&mid=CC007418CCB973BE0DCFCC007418CCB973BE0DCF&FORM=WRVORC&ntb=1&msockid=b45e3b821b9f11f092055d982ce78e14
https://blog.brookespublishing.com/the-power-of-presuming-competence-an-inclusion-a-ha-moment-with-cheryl-jorgensen/
https://blog.brookespublishing.com/the-power-of-presuming-competence-an-inclusion-a-ha-moment-with-cheryl-jorgensen/
https://blog.brookespublishing.com/the-power-of-presuming-competence-an-inclusion-a-ha-moment-with-cheryl-jorgensen/
https://blog.brookespublishing.com/the-power-of-presuming-competence-an-inclusion-a-ha-moment-with-cheryl-jorgensen/
https://www.inclusiveschoolcommunities.org.au/resources/toolkit/presumption-competence
https://www.inclusiveschoolcommunities.org.au/resources/toolkit/presumption-competence
https://www.uwosh.edu/coehs/cmagproject/readings/documents/Least_Dangerous_Assumption.pdf
https://www.uwosh.edu/coehs/cmagproject/readings/documents/Least_Dangerous_Assumption.pdf
https://publications.ici.umn.edu/ties/foundations-of-inclusion-tips/using-the-least-dangerous-assumption-in-educational-decisions
https://publications.ici.umn.edu/ties/foundations-of-inclusion-tips/using-the-least-dangerous-assumption-in-educational-decisions


Case Study  

20



21

• Read the Case Study on 
Maximus

• Discuss at your table what you 
know and what other 
information you may need 

• Be prepared to discuss as a 
whole group
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The Law

ESSA, Section 1111 (b) (1) (E): 

"Such alternate standards shall....... promote access to the general education curriculum, 
consistent with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act" 

ACCESS: 

• Alignment with grade-level content standards.

• Instruction that is adapted in complexity, and 

not completely separate.

• Participation in general education settings 

with appropriate supports.
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Indicator 3c Data: 
Proficiency rates for students who take the Alternate Assessment

Year Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Grade 11

2020-2021 Math 16.33

ELA 25.25

Math 35.19

ELA 18.52

Math 19.49

ELA 23.73

Math 18.18

ELA 29.51

Math 25.20

ELA 37.80

Math 11.67

ELA 20.00

Math 21.31

ELA 28.69

2021-2022 Math 20.00

ELA 14.55

Math 30.39

ELA 15.53

Math 28.91

ELA 28.13

Math 14.93

ELA 19.40

Math 8.05

ELA 24.83

Math 14.19

ELA 23.87

Math 22.58

23.39

2022-2023 Math 21.97

ELA 16.04

Math 35.95

ELA 13.36

Math 20.54

ELA 23.68

Math 16.35

ELA 21.97

Math 15.50

ELA 24.51

Math 8.64

ELA 20.74

Math 18.01

ELA 24.90

2023-2024 Math 18.55

ELA 16.60

Math 26.32

ELA 10.43

Math 17.39

ELA 23.01

Math 14.77

ELA 21.94

Math 13.71

ELA 31.45

Math 8.08

ELA 24.51

Math 17.39

ELA 29.20
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Indicator 3c Data-Math 
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What Research Shows

Research on IEP goals for students with the most 

significant cognitive disability, grades K-6: 

• 112 students from across all states 

• 35 students were in an inclusion setting

• 30 students were in a resource setting

• 29 students were in a self-contained setting

• 18 students were in a separate school 

setting

• 13 of the 112 students had no literacy goals.

• 45 students were K-2 and only two 

had phonemic awareness goals.

• Copying letters or words was more commonly 

included in goals for grades 3-6 than in grades 

K-2.

• Of the 67 students in grades 3-6, only 29% 

had reading comprehension goals.

25

Analysis of Literacy Content in IEPs of Students 

With Complex Support Needs
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DLM Essential Elements for Math

DLM Essential Elements for ELA

Math Essential Elements Assessed

ELA Essential Elements Assessed

Achieve the Core
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EE= Expressions and Equation standards

https://ridoe-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/maryann_mello_ride_ri_gov/ERD8DrIaWDdMvt2WNv9vMjwBZAilQY1bKJFZTZpulyMQCg?e=RN4qBs
https://ridoe-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/maryann_mello_ride_ri_gov/EY8x7NO2WulKgNmgWxRORuoBMap6a_qEnjfyVj_5ff1v4A?e=7JNYYC
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/essential-elements/math
https://dynamiclearningmaps.org/essential-elements/ela
https://achievethecore.org/page/1118/coherence-map


IEP Goal Sample: Align Essential Elements to Standards
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Baseline: Maximus is able to demonstrate 1:1 correspondence and can use a number line to complete sum 

unknown problems with sums up to 18 with 100% accuracy. He can use a number line to add single digit 

numbers with change unknown up to 18 with 100% accuracy. He is able to identify place value up to 100 and 

can demonstrate a 2-digit number using base 10 blocks 75% of the time. 

Annual Goal: Maximus will solve real-world and mathematical problems using manipulatives with sums and 

differences between 0 and 50 by writing and solving addition and subtraction equations with the unknown in 

start, change, and sum/difference with 80% accuracy. (M.6.EE.7) 

M.6.EE.7 Solve real-world and mathematical problems by writing and solving equations of the form x+p=q and 

px=q for cases in which p, q, and x are all nonnegative rational numbers. 

1. Given visual supports (number line, counters) Maximus will solve addition and subtraction problems with 

sums and differences to 50 with 80% accuracy in 3 out of 4 trials. 

2. Given visual supports (number line, counters) Maximus will solve addition and subtraction problems with 

sums/differences between 0-50, with the unknown in the start or the change position with 80% accuracy in 3 

out of 4 trials. 

3. Maximus will identify and solve the one-step equation that matches a real-world addition or subtraction 

problem using visual supports with 80% accuracy in 3 out of 4 trials. 
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Eligibility Process Discussion 

28

• What barriers do you face in completing your eligibility process?

• What struggles or fears do you have if a student no longer qualifies? 

• How do these struggles and fears play a role in the determination of a 
student who is on the cusp?  
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Stop and Think 
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Thank You
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