RHODE ISLAND’S SOCIAL STUDIES ANCHOR STANDARDS

OVERVIEW

The Rhode Island Social Studies Anchor Standards, which are displayed on the following pages,
are intended to support the principle of depth over breadth by providing a consistent
throughline from kindergarten through high school. To meet this objective, there are twelve
anchor standards. These twelve standards are divided into four domains: Civics and
Government, History, Geography, and Economics. These anchor standards apply across all
grade levels and high school courses and are designed to inform teaching of all social studies
content as identified in the content standards. The following image displays the four domains
and the title of the three standards within each.

Civics and Government History
Power Change / Continuity
Rules and Laws Historical Perspectives
Rights and Responsibilities Individuals / Groups

Rhode Island's Social Studies Anchor Standards

Geography Economics
Human, Physical, and Environmental Scarcity / Abundance
Interactions Producers / Consumers
Human Systems and Populations Economics / Government

The World in Spatial terms

The following pages outline the anchor standards in full by domain. Each of the anchor
standards include the four-part hierarchy of rigor — identify, explain, analyze, and argue — as
explained earlier in this document and cultural responsiveness is woven within the hierarchy.
The codes following the anchor standards will appear again later in this document within the
standards tables for easy reference back to the following list of anchor standards. For example,
CG.P refers to the Civics and Government — Power anchor standard.
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Civics AND GOVERNMENT

Power (CG.P)
Students act as informed citizens as they...

Identify what political power is and who has political power in a society.
Explain how political power is and has been obtained and used to govern communities and
individuals with attention to their intersectional identities and lived experiences.

3. Analyze the purpose of government and the use of power, including balancing order and
freedom, to advance and control different communities and individuals based on their
intersectional identities and lived experiences.

4. Argue how power can be distributed and used to create a more equitable society for
communities and individuals based on their intersectional identities and lived experiences.

Rules and Laws (CG.RL)
Students act as informed citizens as they...

1. Identify what rules and laws are, and who has the power to make them, in different settings and
cultures that are familiar and unfamiliar to students.

2. Explain why rules and laws exist, and how they are implemented by and for individuals and
communities based on their intersectional identities and lived experiences.

3. Analyze how rules and laws positively and/or negatively impact different individuals and
communities based on their intersectional identities and lived experiences.

4. Argue how rules and laws can be used to create an equitable society.

Rights and Responsibilities (CG.RR)
Students act as informed citizens as they...

1. Identify what rights and responsibilities individuals and communities have in a society and who
can take advantage of them.

2. Explain different ways communities and individuals inform themselves, exercise their rights and
responsibilities, and engage formally and/or informally in political processes.

3. Analyze how individuals and communities have been included or excluded from the political
process based on their intersectional identities and lived experiences and the impact these
actions have had on their rights, responsibilities, and the functioning of a democratic society.

4. Argue for a possible solution to make rights equitable and the roles of those involved in
pursuing that solution.
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HISTORY

Change / Continuity (H.CC)
Students act as historians as they...

1. Identify historical events that are culturally relevant to global, national, and local histories and
connect to students’ intersectional identities and lived experiences.

2. Explain multiple causes and effects of historical events, centering and representing the voices
and experiences of individuals and communities who were agents of change and resistance.

3. Analyze multiple sources to compare and contrast historical events through the lenses of
identity, power, and resistance.

4. Argue how social change, intersectional identities, and lived experiences are crucial to the study
and practice of history.

Historical Perspectives (H.HP)
Students act as historians as they...

1. Identify key people, central ideas, and the mechanisms by which stories are told and retold
regarding an event or series of events, centering the voices of historical actors and groups
engaged in resistance and change.

2. Explain the purpose, audience, and perspective of multiple types of sources (art, music, oral
histories, pamphlets, film, texts, etc.) relating to a historical event or series of events, individual,
or group of people, including indications of bias toward or against the subject portrayed.

3. Analyze multiple types of sources, including art, music, oral histories, pamphlets, film, texts, etc.,
through a critical reflection of the creators’ and students’ intersectional identities and lived
experiences.

4. Argue, using multiple narratives rooted in identity, power, and resistance, how history itself is
an interpretation of events.

Individuals / Groups (H.IG)
Students act as historians as they...

1. Identify peoples, events, technologies, and ideas involved in historical and social change in
various geographical and temporal locations.

2. Explain how historical and social change have been and continue to be accomplished in relation
to systems of power, identity, and resistance.

3. Analyze historical change through the intersectional identities and lived experiences of people
who have accomplished social change throughout history in relation to systems of power,
identity, and resistance.

4. Argue how all individuals can act as local, national, and/or global agents of social change by
using lessons learned from history.
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GEOGRAPHY

Human, Physical, and Environmental Interactions (G.HPE)
Students act as geographers as they...

1.

Identify the characteristics of human systems, physical systems, and the environment, and ways
they interact at local, regional and/or global levels.

Explain how humans and their societies and institutions affect, modify and/or preserve the
environment, as well as how the modifications of the physical environment affect physical,
behavioral, and diverse cultural systems.

Analyze how individuals and societies at local, regional and/or global levels influence political,
economic, and social decision-making.

Argue how decisions about resources and the environment made by individuals and/or
communities impact current and future peoples differently and how those decisions might be
made more equitable.

Human Systems and Populations (G.HSP)
Students act as geographers as they...

1.

Identify the characteristics of populations based on their size, place, region, and cultural
demographics, as well as identifying patterns of migration.

Explain how and why a population’s characteristics, including their spatial distribution, growth,
and movement, have divided, organized, and unified areas of Earth's surface and impacted both
human and physical systems.

Analyze how human systems and the distribution of populations interact with and impact
physical systems, and how conflict and access to resources influence physical systems.

Argue how the relationship between populations and physical systems influence decision-
making about the equitable access to resources and land at the local, regional, and/or global
levels.

The World in Spatial Terms (G.WST)
Students act as geographers as they...

1.

Identify maps, globes, and other geographic tools and technologies that are used to describe
where places are located both absolutely and relatively across time, space, and distance.
Explain how the characteristics and elements of maps, globes, geographic tools, and other
technologies are used and selected to identify and describe local, regional and/or global
locations.

Analyze multiple types of maps, charts, and graphs and how they are used to interpret
topographical information, draw inferences about the development of societies, and determine
how places shape events and how places may be changed by events.

Argue how the systematic analysis of the spatial patterns provides an integral understanding of
a place or region and supports equitable decisions about climate and land use.
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Economics

Scarcity / Abundance (E.SA)
Students act as economists as they...

1. Identify the choices communities make about how to use resources based on the scarcity of that
resource, including those that are familiar and unfamiliar.

2. Explain how scarcity affects the cost and availability of desired goods and services, and who has
the power to influence the factors related to cost and availability and why.

3. Analyze how decisions affecting access to goods and services are influenced by systems of
power and cultural norms including how these effects of decisions create more equitable or
inequitable outcomes.

4. Argue how a resource can be used differently to create a more equitable outcome for
individuals and communities including how individuals and communities can influence systems
of power to achieve that change.

Producers / Consumers (E.PC)
Students act as economists as they...

1. Identify the individuals and communities involved in the production of any good or service, the
materials needed for producing them, where and how the materials are obtained, and the
various interrelationships among all of these elements.

2. Explain who has the power to make decisions related to the means of production and the
effects those decisions have on individuals and communities

3. Analyze how individuals and communities acting through intersectional identities and lived
experiences can affect the means of production.

4. Argue whether the costs and benefits of an aspect of the means of production equitably serve
all individuals and communities.

Economics / Government (E.EG)
Students act as economists as they...

1. Identify the ways that different political systems utilize economic systems to organize and
distribute goods and services to individuals and communities.

2. Explain how those traditionally privileged and marginalized across intersecting identities can
influence and interact with economic systems.

3. Analyze how inequities within the economic system have been addressed or sustained by the
actions of those traditionally privileged and marginalized.

4. Argue how different economic systems can create more equitable outcomes for individuals and
communities, particularly for those traditionally marginalized from the economic system.
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