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What is RICAS?

RICAS is an annual assessment taken by Rhode Island students in grades 3-8 for English

language arts (ELA) and mathematics. It is the same assessment as the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) for ELA and mathematics.

Students demonstrate critical thinking abilities and application of knowledge in both English
language arts (ELA) and mathematics, including (for ELA) their ability to make connections
between reading and writing.

Student performance on the assessment gives a signal of student readiness for the next grade
level based on the content standards for their current grade level.

What is the test like?

Students take two sessions each of ELA and mathematics. All sessions are untimed, so students
can take the time they need to work productively.

ELA Mathematics

Interact with scenarios,
math problems, and
questions

Read passages and respond
to questions about what
was read

Demonstrate
understanding of math
concepts and apply math

Write short and essay
answers in response to

reading skills

Students encounter both [ — Use math tools (e.g
literary (e.g., fiction) and 888 calculators equatior’l
informational (e.g., . )

[ T 000 editor, gridded response)
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Item and question types

Iltem types include multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, “technology enhanced” questions like drag-
and-drop, and written responses/essays. While RICAS is designed to be given on a computer,
there is a paper version available for students with accommodations.

Students can gain experience with item types found on the test through the online or paper
practice tests for their grade level. Practice tests also allow students with accommodations to
become familiar with text-to-speech and other tools. You can access the ELA Practice Test or
Mathematics Practice Test online through the RICAS Resource Center.

3] ELA E Mathematics

Why are RICAS results important?

RICAS gives teachers, students, and families information about student progress, school
performance, and how to improve teaching and learning. The performance standards for RICAS
signal students’ readiness for the next grade level.

When and how are RICAS results reported?

RICAS results are reported in the fall of the same calendar year the assessment took place.
State-, district-, and school-level results are made available to the general public: data that are
released in aggregate form (groups) make it possible to see how schools, districts, and the state
are doing while keeping individual student results confidential. Student-level information is only
accessible by certain educators and an individual student’s family.

e Posted on the Rhode Island Assessment Data Portal
(www.ride.ri.gov/RIADP).
e School, district, and state levels in aggregate form: reporting averages for

Public
Aggregate
Results

groups of students protects student confidentiality.

e  Families, community members, and educators can review this data.
e Review how schools are doing, including comparing between schools within

and across districts.
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http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/student/practice-tests-ela/
http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/student/practice-tests-math/
http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/
http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/student/practice-tests-ela/
http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/student/practice-tests-math/
http://www.ride.ri.gov/RIADP

Educator
Access to
Inform
Instruction

Student
Results for

Families

...................

Educators receive access to the results of the students they teach.
Only accessible through a confidential, secure login system.
Educators analyze student results to help them better support the
students— whether that means refining their instructional practices or
adjusting curricular decisions.

The family of each student receives their student’s RICAS results in the form
of the individual student score report (ISR).

ISRs are provided to families from the student’s school district.

Districts also retain a PDF copy of the student’s ISR and can securely
transfer that to a student’s family or use it to re-print the ISR if a duplicate
is needed.

Speey 200 RiCAS.
Rhode Island Education S, ool

detail in the guide:

New for 2022:

each means.

B RIDE

More Information about ISRs

RIDE has created a guide to help families understand the individual student score report (ISR)
they receive, which is posted on the RIDE website under RICAS.

The ISR has been translated into multiple languages to support access by families whose
primary language may not be English. ISRs include the following information, explained in more

e general information about this year’s administration

e student scale score and achievement level for ELA and mathematics

e student past performance on previous RICAS administrations (if applicable)

e achievement comparison with the school/district/state

e student growth percentile (SGP; see next page) and average growth for the school,
district, and state

e reporting category points earned and student performance on individual test questions

e On the front page of the ISR is a QR code that links to a personalized video that explains that
student’s results. This video walks through the different parts of the ISR and explains what

e The QR code on back page of the ISR leads to www.ride.ri.gov/Families.
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https://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/AssessmentResults.aspx#47562166-ricas
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Families

What do these assessment terms mean?

Student Scale Score

———————————————| YourChild's Overall Results ———————

¢ A student receives a scale score between English Language Arts Mathematics
440 and 560 based On their Achievement Level Achievernent Level
performance on the test. core e 4.540 coe g 40580

Mot Meeting Partially Meeting Meeting Exceeding
Expectations Expectations Expectations Expectations
470 500 530 560

® The score indicates how well the student
meets the expectations for their grade level,
and corresponds to a particular performance
level.

A student who performed at A student wha performed A student who performed at
at this level met grade- this level exceeded grade-level
level and i

dis by i
mastery of the subject matter..

1o succeed

' The harizontal gray bars in the graphics above and below show the range of
likely scores yous child would recemve if they took the test multile times.

Achievement Level

* RICAS uses four performance levels

to describe how well students meet RICAS-Engsh Lnguage At Ly
the eXpeCtationS for their grade Ievel : o v Show Performance Show Growth VlewR:ﬁuhs;;;e::,Expu:‘;::mt
Not Meeting Expectations, L Fromes e |
Partially Meeting Expectations,
. . [ Grades ssoos ee7e [EEEENIN 52 B2 B oo 489
Meeting Expectations, and s
Exceedln g Expectat|on S. B 1-Not Meeting Expectations 2-Partially Mesting Expectations 3Meeting Expectations M 4Exceeding Expectations

* Meeting Expectations means that students are able to demonstrate grade level
expectations; while Exceeding Expectations means that students are showing mastery
of the grade level expectations in that content area.

Student Growth Percentile (SGP)

* On a scale of 1 (least growth) to 99 (most growth), the SGP

describes a student's learning over time compared with .
their academic peers (other Rhode Island students in the e et 4% e s
same grade who had similar scores on previous T —
state level tests). =

® For example, if a student has an SGP of 80, we can say —

that student showed more growth between state assessments oo

than 80 percent of their academic peers.

RIDE
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https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Assessment/Results/Parent%20Guide%20to%20Student%20Growth%20Percentiles.pdf

How are reporting categories helpful?

Each content area has reporting categories that correspond to the content domains (topics) of
our state’s content standards: the RI Core Standards for ELA/Literacy and RI Core Standards for
Mathematics.

For example, ELA has 3 reporting categories: Reading, Language, and Writing. Mathematics has
4-5 reporting categories that vary by grade level, but may include domains like Number &
Operations, Measurement & Data, and Geometry.

How was student performance on essay items reported across the 3 categories?

Student essay items were scored in two areas:

e Language which includes the use of

How your child performed in each reporting catego

standard English conventions and _ Points Earned  Total Possib
o . . Reporting Category by Your Child  Points
Writing which includes the Reading 21 28
Sk rrrrrrrrrRERNRR
student’s idea development. EEEEEEECOOOOOO
e The number of points earned based Language t 7 12
, EEEEEEECOCOCCOO
on the student’s idea development Writing - N 2

was reported in the Writing score. mOO0O
e The number of points earned based

+ The Language reporting category includes the standard English convention scores.
* The Writing reporting category is based on the idea development scores.

on their use of conventions was
included in the Language score.

How your child performed in each reporting category and on each individual test guestion

by Ve il | ol PR P il
Reporting Category Pomty Students Merting
Students received points per item out of — B Bads  ae
the total for each category for their grade “"r:‘

IeVeI V1t Lirguags mpeating catigary aCadie tha LAAANT Mrghik COMATEAN et Fa the MLHL
. ¥ T Writing SoyaieTing CHMGOMp & Bited O T K40 C8 sblopas a1 il SIT0

Individual Test Questions

Cwmution Mrnbwr | 4 (2 | @ |4 | & | & |7 | 8 | |50 fia |52 0| suf o5 fie | du || suf o fon fos || an fon fo fom | aw fon fom fom

L)

ey

s 8 Pl saand Gt of § o o BLid e o i e ]
s Bty e evelpret e ¥ & Bawayc

Educators and families can then see how well a student performed in those areas in the
reporting category and item-level information section of a student’s ISR.

B RIDE
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https://www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Literacy/RhodeIslandCoreStandardsforELALiteracy.aspx
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Standards/Rhode%20Island%20Core%20Standards%20V2%204.9.21.pdf?ver=2021-04-21-154246-580
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Instruction-and-Assessment-World-Class-Standards/Standards/Rhode%20Island%20Core%20Standards%20V2%204.9.21.pdf?ver=2021-04-21-154246-580

How can | know how students did on particular test
questions or items?

e Each item has a total number of points possible for a student to earn.

e The points possible are based on item complexity: items such as essays or items with
multiple parts have more points possible because there are more elements (knowledge,
skills) that a student is asked to demonstrate.

e On items with multiple points, students can earn partial credit based on performance
(e.g., raw score 2 on a 3-point item).

e Every year, RIDE releases some of the items from the
test for public viewing and use. Computer-based % RICAS Digital Item Library ' RIDE
released items may be found on the RICAS Resource swmeer
Center or in the RICAS Digital Item Library.
Paper-based testing released items can be found at

Select v

Welcome to the RICAS Digital Item Library

. . The Digital Item Library provides access to released items from the
WWW. rl d e B rl .gOV/R I CAS' RE|eaSGd- Ite mS . computer-based RICAS tests. The library offers easy-to-use tools for sorting

items by standards or other criteria. Items in the library are displayed in

TestNav 8, the testing platform for the computer-based tests, allowing
users to interact with the items exactly as student test-takers do.

To get started, choose a Subject and Grade. Or click on Help for mare
information on how to use the library. Released items from the paper-
based RICAS tests can be found on the Department's website.
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http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/released-items/
http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/released-items/
https://ricas.digitalitemlibrary.com/home
http://www.ride.ri.gov/RICAS-Released-Items

How can RICAS results be used?

RICAS is a valid and reliable measure of student performance and can help us understand how
our schools are doing in preparing our students with the skills and knowledge they will need to
be successful in postsecondary education and careers.

The aggregate results displayed on the Assessment

Data Portal and in the Item Analysis Tool provide an S—

indicator of each school’s or district’s performance.

The number displayed under each item indicates
the average number or percentage of points
students across each school, district or the state
earned for that item. This can support discussions
about where the school or district is doing well and where there is a need for improvement.

When reviewing your student’s ISR, look closely

, . Mot Meeting Partially Meeting Meeting Exceeding

at where your student’s score falls within the g STvOors | Epeions | Epwchtioes | Epetsios |

achievement level. If your student’s score is not | siereiivarsnie | EOSAiok | Anmaniar | LT,
byt sabjes level expectations and is expectations by demonstrating

. . . _ _ academically an track to mastery of the subject matter..

close to Meeting Expectations, talk with your ey | ey | Temam
guardia: n..sh:::\di:teen":\ilse :Ilal;d H’l\k sh:‘“I,d :::sid!r

student’s teacher for that content area (ELA or e sl | ot sdns e
10 succeed in this subject subject

mathematics) about how you can work together Y T T

to help your student catch up.

Item-level information can be used — in conjunction with released items, item descriptions, and
other materials — to see where a student is succeeding and where they may need additional
support to enhance specific content area skills needed to master grade-level standards.

Assessment reporting is a different calculation than school and district accountability, though
accountability does include measures based on students’ proficiency in ELA and mathematics on
Rhode Island’s state assessments. For more information, please go to
www.ride.ri.gov/Accountability.
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https://www.ride.ri.gov/RIADP
https://www.ride.ri.gov/RIADP
https://www3.ride.ri.gov/ADP/Default/ItemAnalysis
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Accountability

Where can | learn more about RICAS results?

Scanning the QR code on your student’s ISR will bring you to RIDE’s
Resources for Families page at www.ride.ri.gov/Families. This page
provides answers to frequently asked questions about content :
standards, curriculum, and RI’s statewide assessments. It also i

includes resources about student growth percentiles, the RICAS ISRs 5
translated into multiple languages, and the RICAS ISR Guide for o .

Rhode Island's Statewide Assessment Program

Families in the www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Families section.

RIDE’s Assessment Results page includes links to the Assessment ;}ssessmertﬂfs? f
Data Portal, as well as supporting materials for current and past
assessment results (www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results).

2020-21 Statewide Assessment Results

B Assessment Data Portal Ltemanshals | & Gulckegorts i Growth

The Assessment Data Portal (www.ride.ri.gov/RIADP)
displays school and district performance for all state ST | B ol e
assessments. ' .

et plkr PE—— i et i

B bt esing "

RICAS.- English Langusge Arta/Literscy.

Srudonts Tostod
Name Ferformance
* 5

DNE1Y  Susteide : Al Grades 0
Greune

s oers [ an S

The RICAS Resource Center provides access to released
items and practice tests on their student resources page =~ = StudentTuterial & Practice Tests

Access resources for educators to prepare students for testing: the student tutorial for CBT and practice tests for CBT

. d PBT. Rhode Island is administe the MCAS its and referring to the RICAS. Selected
at http://ricas.pearsonsupport.com/student/. o
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http://www.ride.ri.gov/Families
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Families
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results
http://www.ride.ri.gov/RIADP
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