Dear Parent/Guardian, 

Would you like to see your child get a head start on college while they are still in high school?  This letter provides important information about the Board of Education’s recently approved Rhode Island Dual Enrollment Regulations; how students can take college courses while still in high school; and how the Governor’s Prepare RI Dual Enrollment fund will pay for the cost of dual enrollment courses. 

This opportunity provides all qualified students the chance to take college courses at the University of Rhode Island, Rhode Island College, and the Community College of Rhode Island at no cost to you and your family.  

Dual enrollment provides all high school students the opportunity to experience the rigor of taking college level courses. Research shows that students who begin college course work while still in high school are more likely to enroll in college and complete their degree. 
Dual enrollment can:
· better prepare students for success in college;
· reduce the time it takes to earn a college degree; and 
· significantly reduce the cost of going to college. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Governor Raimondo’s 2016-2017 Prepare RI Dual Enrollment Fund will provide funding to enable qualified students to participate in dual- and concurrent-enrollment programming at no cost to students and families. 

Your child’s school counselor is available to help you and your child understand the opportunities for taking dual enrollment courses; the qualifications for taking a college course; and how your child can meet high school graduation requirements by taking college courses while still in high school.  

The Rhode Island Department of Education has provided information on the RIDE website that can be accessed at www.ride.ri.gov/DualEnrollment.  This information will help you and your child make informed choices about getting the best possible start on their future.  There is a section that is just for students and families that will give an overview of the important information to consider about taking college level courses.

Some things that you can do to start your child thinking about taking college courses while they are still in high school include: 
· looking at the qualifications to take college courses listed on the RIDE website to see if your child is ready to take college level courses; 
· discussing which courses seem to be a good fit for their future goals; and
· encouraging your child to check with their counselor about which courses may meet their graduation requirements

We are very excited to help all students take advantage of this wonderful opportunity. Please contact [DISTRICT POINT OF CONTACT] if you have questions.  

Sincerely,


Superintendent of Schools
