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THE FOUR TYPES OF PARCC ACCOMMODATIONS 

1. Presentation Accommodations change how the test is delivered to the student.  2. Response Accommodations address access challenges that affect the way a student answers test questions. 
Presentation accommodations offered on PARCC are: 

• Assistive technology such as adaptive keyboards. 
• Braille versions of tests in either paper or refreshable braille display. 
• Tactile graphics for students who read braille. 
• Closed-captioning of multimedia passages in the ELA/literacy test. 
• Descriptive video of visual elements 
• Video of interpreter using American Sign Language (ASL) for math assessments. Students can also have a human interpreter. 
• Text-to-speech for the ELA/literacy assessments is available for students who meet stringent and specific criteria. 
• Paper-and-pencil format for students with disabilities whose IEP or 504 plans require this format, and for schools that have gained approval for paper-and-pencil-based testing from their State Educational Agency (SEA).  
• Spanish translations of the mathematics assessments are available in both the online and paper formats. Human and online read-aloud translations in Spanish are also available. 

Response accommodations offered on PARCC are: 
• Assistive Technology 
• Braille note taker 
• Scribing or speech-to-text (dictating or transcribing) software or human scribe; eye gaze software, or AAC device. 
• Calculator or other calculation tools for the non-calculator section of the mathematics test. 
• Word prediction device for ELA/Literacy test. 
• Whisper phone for students who read aloud to themselves 

 

3. Timing and Scheduling Accommodations address     access issues that affect when and/or how much           time a student needs to take the test.  4. Unique Accommodations are those accommodations that are not already listed in the Accommodations Manual. 
Timing and Scheduling Accommodations offered on PARCC are: 

• Additional (extended) time beyond what is allotted for a test session. 
• Breaks during testing 
• Starting the test at time that is most beneficial to the student 

In the event that there is an accommodation or support that a student may need and it is not listed in the Accommodations Manual, or there needs to be a change how an existing accommodation is administered, then the district can complete the Unique Accommodation Form and submit it to the state for approval.  
 
Additional Resources: 
PARCC Accessibility and Universal Design: http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/accessibility  
PARCC Accommodations Manual:  http://www.parcconline.org/assessments/accessibility/manual  


