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Twelve Schools that are Stepping Up for Success
Education Commissioner Gist’s State of Education Address 2013

As part of her address (April 30, 2013) to the General Assembly, “Stepping Up for Success: The State of Education in Rhode Island 2013,” Education Commissioner Deborah A. Gist recognized 12 Rhode Island schools for innovations and for sustained or dramatic progress. 

These are examples of schools where students, parents, and educators are working together and getting results. Here’s how these schools are stepping up for success:

The Blackstone Academy, a charter public school, scheduled smaller math classes in grades 9 and 10, scheduled before- and after-school math tutorials, and added applied-math classes such as economics and app design as electives. The results: a 41-point improvement in the percent of students proficient this year in mathematics.

The Burrillville Middle School consistently reviews student test data at the school and team level to identify areas of need and improvement. The school has created a “NECAP Stars” program, through which students review their prior scores and plan to improve them. The school also provides parents with individual Student Data Cards that explain how parents can work with the school to improve student performance. The results: An 11-point improvement in percent of students proficient in reading and a 10-point improvement in mathematics since 2008. 

Mount Hope High School, in Bristol Warren, has developed a robust extended-day program and an intensified algebra curriculum serving at-risk students and the school has engaged teachers and school leaders in study of the Common Core State Standards. The results: a 12-point improvement this year in the percent of students proficient in mathematics.

The North Smithfield Middle School ensures that teachers and students know what proficiency “looks like” and that teachers accept nothing less from their students, continuously evaluates student work as a faculty to ensure that all maintain the same standards, and has created a culture of pride around academics. The results: a 26-point improvement in the percent of students proficient in reading and an 18-point improvement in mathematics since 2008. 







North Providence High School  has had summer mathematics programs, after-school tutoring, and double blocks of mathematics instruction for grade-9 students identified as at risk based on middle-school achievement levels. The results: a 13-point improvement this year in the percent of students proficient in mathematics.

The Pleasant View School, in Providence, holds weekly “enrichment academies” for all students based on student interest, provides students with daily access to technology to work on content and to build skills, and ensures that teachers work in small-group settings for differentiated instruction. The results: successful completion of the first year as the Rhode Island Innovation Powered by Technology Model School. 

Ponaganset High School, in Foster-Glocester, has created common tasks so that students in different classes have the same curricula experiences, introduced 12 new courses to meet student-learning needs, and implemented classroom data sets to measure student performance. The results: an 18-point improvement this year in the percent of students “partially proficient or better” in mathematics.

Smithfield Senior High School  has included the entire mathematics department in NECAP item analysis since 2008, has created a Study Island for student support, and has held assemblies with grade-11 students on the importance of assessments and graduation. The results: a 23-point improvement this year in the percent of students proficient in mathematics.

The Suzanne M. Henseler Quidnesset Elementary School, in North Kingstown, has an active PTO and a strong COZ afterschool program, integrates the arts into the core curriculum, and offers students numerous hands-on projects and activities. The results: a 16-point improvement this year in the percent of students proficient in mathematics. 

The Stephen Olney School, in North Providence, has built strong connections with families, has incorporated the Common Core State Standards into the curriculum, and reflects regularly on student progress. The results: a 16-point improvement this year in the percent of students proficient in mathematics.

Times2 Academy, in Providence, has put in place in-school professional development of instructional teams, an in-house data specialist, and a proactive preparedness for the Common Core State Standards through an instructional leadership team. The results: 17-point improvements in the percent of students proficient in both reading and mathematics since 2008.

West Warwick Senior High School has put in place extended summer-learning opportunities, a mathematics lab, and coordinated professional development across the district. The results: a 13-point improvement this year in the percent of students “partially proficient or better” in mathematics. 
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