
BLACKSTONE VALLEY PREP
MAYORAL ACADEMY

Cut to the Core
Piera Leone and Michelle Turner

October 26, 2013



• Who are we?
• Goals

• Getting Started
• Advocacy

• THE Template
• Activity: Finding Connections
• Activity: Group Gallery Walk

• Parking Lot
• Exit Ticket

Agenda



Goal:
•To find opportunities to align 
Common Core State Standards 

and the Arts disciplines.

Cut to the Core



Two approaches to alignment:
1. Finding standards within 

the CCSS that relate to the 
arts.

2. Finding standards within 
Arts curriculum that relates 

to CCSS.

It’s easier than you think! ☺



APPROACH 1:  Finding CCSS that relate to the arts.
• Arts specialist and classroom teacher sit down to review 

Math and ELA scope and sequence and CCSS for the year.
• Arts specialist and classroom teacher flag CCSSs in which 

the art can support within the general classroom.  (i.e.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3: Describe in depth a character, 
setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 
details in the text.)

• Arts specialist aids the classroom teacher in planning 
lessons which incorporate arts activities to achieve the 
chosen CCSS. (i.e. poster design to visually illustrate the 
elements of a story; create a rap that narrates the 
elements of a story).

Getting started:



APPROACH 2:  Finding standards within Arts curricula 
that relate and support CCSS.
• Arts specialist reviews Math and ELA CCSSs.
• Arts specialist reviews own curriculum to determine 

current content in which the CCSSs are already 
embedded. (i.e. in Art: Identifying and drawing  
geometric shapes and using in an artwork; in CCSS: 
Math.1.G.A.1: Distinguish between defining attributes 
versus non-defining attributes; build and draw shapes 
to possess defining attributes.)

• Arts specialist executes related project and shares 
results with classroom teacher.

Getting started:



• Keep track of all of the alignment that you 
and your colleagues  plan and execute.

• Use THE template to plan and track 
alignment.

• Keep track of all alignment you do on your 
own (if you are an Arts teacher).

• SHARE your efforts with your principal!

Advocacy



THE Template



1.  Use post-its to flag CCSS where you see 
possibilities of Arts alignment.

2. Collaborate with one another or work 
independently to enter ideas into the 
template provided.

Activity: 
Finding Connections



1.  Break into small groups.
2. Visit each CCSS poster and quickly jot 
down your ideas on the posters for arts 
alignment (approx 10 mins).

3.  Share ideas as a whole group (5 
minutes).

4.  Fill in your template as we share.
5.  Leave with great ideas to implement 
immediately!

Activity: 
Group Gallery Walk
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