Application Instructions

The goals of the CCSS mini-grant are:

e Support long term LEA Common Core State Standards implementation plans

e Encourage educators to collaborate around the Common Core State Standards

e Support the building of a community of learners around the Common Core State
Standards

Please use this document for further explanation of the grant application. For additional questions,
please contact Kate Schulz at kate.schulz@ride.ri.gov or 401-222-8489.

In order to receive a CCSS mini-grant all participating LEAs must:

e Propose a project plan with goals, theory of action, deliverables and audience that supports
CCSS implementation in an innovative and sustainable way

e Build capacity of LEA staff to continue to expand the work initiated within this grant. While
outside parties may support an LEA’s efforts, the work must rest primarily with district leaders
and educators in order to build local capacity and allow for the expansion of the work in the
future.

e Report and share results and deliverables to RIDE before payment of last invoice submitted.
Report form will be made available to grantees upon award.

Application Details

1. Information: LEA (required) and (optional) Community Partner
a. Application is not considered complete until signed
b. Project lead for LEA will be considered primary point of contact for RIDE as well as the
primary person accountable for the project.
c. Project does not need to have multiple partners.
2. Project Summary
a. Project information table (must complete)

b. A narrative to include:
i. goals and theory of action
ii. complete description of activities
iii. audience
iv. any other relevant information.
3. Goals and Deliverables Project Plan

a. Plan must include:
i. Deliverables with start/end dates for all
ii. Persons responsible for each deliverable
iii. Description and numbers of project participants



iv. Relationship of deliverables to CCSS implementation plan
NOTE: Timeline for goals and deliverables is from grant award to June 30, 2013
Connections to CCSS Implementation and LEA Initiatives

a. Describe how CCSS Mini Grant project connects with CCSS implementation plans

b. Identify and detail how the CCSS Mini Grant connects to and supports other initiatives
within the LEA.

c. Other initiatives may include but are not limited to: Data Use Professional Development,
Educator Evaluation, Comprehensive Assessment Plan, Interim Assessment or Formative

Assessment Professional Development
Budget
a. Must identify a fiscal agent for an LEA cohort (if applicable)
Is considered tentative based on current thinking, may be subject to change based on
RIDE feedback
¢. Should include:
i. Personnel costs
ii. Materials
1. food and other related meeting costs and durable goods are not
allowed
2. cost may not exceed more than 15% of total grant award
iii. Professional and technical services (e.g.: content area expert, digital media
expert)
iv. Administrative costs not to exceed 8% of the total grant



Grant Ideas

Provided below are examples of projects that could possibly be funded under a CCSS Mini Grant. These
are examples only. Successful applications could include other related work.

Example 1: Educators from a grade level, content area, or cross content group convene to review PARCC
Sample Items and Task Prototypes to analyze the complexity and rigor of items in respect to student
expectations. Utilizing this analysis, educators may either develop assessments based on the PARCC
items and prototypes or use the RIIA Test Construction Tool to create assessments for their students.

Example 2: Educators from a grade level, content area, or cross content group convene to calibrate
student writing. Collaboratively select a Prose Constructed Response (PCR) from the PARCC Sample
Items or the RIAA Test Construction Tool (Constructed Response [CR]) to administer to students. Utilize
RIDE’s Writing Calibration Module/Tool to guide discussion of student work. Calibrate understanding of
PARCC Draft Rubric and/or RIIA Rubric, select a set of anchor papers, and score students prose

constructed responses (writing). Once the assessment is scored, analyze student data to determine
areas of need for instruction, curricula, and future assessment development.

Example 4: Educators from across a school or an LEA may convene a year-long, in-depth study of the
CCSS Critical Areas of Focus utilizing one of the RIDE ELA Modules. Educators may facilitate a self-study

utilizing the module materials online OR schedule an ISP led session (ISP Sessions available: Writing an

Argument, Academic Vocabulary, Text Complexity, or Text Dependent Questions; contact RIDE for
pricing/scheduling ISP facilitated sessions) to jumpstart educators focused study.

Example 5: Educators from a grade level, content area, or cross content group convene to continue
deepening CCSS understanding by reviewing the PARCC ELA Evidence Statements as well as PARCC ELA
Iltem and Task Prototypes . This study of PARCC expectations may inform current practices and

instruction within classrooms, ensuring educators and students begin to understand how the CCSS will
be assessed on the forthcoming state summative assessment. Educators may also utilize the RIIA ELA
Test Construction Tool to aide in developing a deeper understanding of the CCSS.

Example 6: Educators from a grade level in a school or across an LEA(s) form communities of practice to
engage in peer coaching around CCSS Mathematical Practices. Teachers are given the time and
resources to support one another’s growth in teaching the CCSS by creating common lessons, and/or
focusing on instructional practices, observing their peers implementing the lessons/instructional
practice, and engaging in constructive and reflective feedback sessions.



