Rhode Island Music Grade Span Expectation K-2
Course Alignment Template


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ for Music GSEs

The Music Clusters below list related GSEs for local curriculum and assessment. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades K-2 Music GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and comparable rigor (√) to GSEs (+/√/-). Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course. This information will be compiled across courses and inform course revisions if needed.

	Music Content Clusters

KEY       I=Instruction

A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	M1 (K-2)-1

Students show evidence of music literacy (reading, writing, and understanding of the symbols of sound)

a. reading, writing, and performing simple rhythmic patterns using iconic or standard notation, including: quarter note/rest, eighth notes (paired), sixteenth-notes, (i.e., four sounds on a beat), half note/rest

b. reading, writing, and performing simple patterns in meters of 2 and 3
c. reading, writing, and performing simple patterns of pitch using solfege (e.g., so-mi, la-so-mi, mi-re-do, la-so-mi-re-do)
	
	
	
	

	M1 (K-2) – 2

Students show evidence of improvising, composing, and arranging
a. improvising songs to accompany play activities

b. improvising rhythmic patterns to accompany songs
	
	
	
	

	​​M2 (K-2)-1

Students show evidence of cultural and historical understanding of (familiar and unfamiliar) music
a. using personal vocabulary to describe voices and instruments from diverse cultures

b. recognizing and discussing music representing various cultures (e.g., represented in the school population) 
	
	
	
	

	Music Content Clusters

KEY             I=Instruction

      A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	​​M2 (K-2)-2

Students show evidence of connecting music to the arts and other disciplines

a. identifying ways other disciplines are inter-related with music using personal vocabulary, movement, or singing/playing (e.g., lullabies, marches, time patterns relevant to math) 
	
	
	
	

	M3 (K-2) –1

Students perform music alone and with others in a variety of settings
a. singing a varied repertoire of music from diverse cultures, including unison songs and patterns with musical accuracy 

b. playing songs, classroom instruments, and body percussion (e.g., drums, shakers, rhythm, sticks, barred instruments)
	
	
	
	

	M 4 (K-2) –1

Students analyze and describe 
a. identifying and describing basic musical elements of pitch and rhythm in selected pieces of music (e.g., high/low, fast/slow, loud/soft, ascending/descending melody, even/uneven rhythm patterns) 
b. identifying simple musical forms (e.g., phrase/echo/ verse/refrain, AB, ABA) 
c. identifying individual timbres of instruments and voices in a variety of music (e.g., winds, brass, bass, soprano, strings)
	
	
	
	

	M4 (K-2)- 2

Students evaluate 

a. using age-appropriate music vocabulary to critique music (e.g., “I can hear a steady beat.” “I can hear how the music gets louder.”  “The xylophones and drums played together.”) 

b. using purposeful movement and drawings to demonstrate an awareness of the aesthetic qualities evoked by music (e.g., drawing or moving to show how the music sounds)
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