Rhode Island Dance Grade Span Expectation 7-8
Course Alignment Template


	Individual Course Alignment Review: GRADE (S) _____ for Dance GSEs

The Dance Clusters below list related GSEs for local curriculum and assessment. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades 7-8 Dance GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and comparable rigor (√) to GSEs (+/√/-). Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course. This information will be compiled across courses and inform course revisions if needed.

	Dance Content Clusters

KEY       I=Instruction

A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	D1 (5-6)-1

Students use knowledge of movement to problem solve 

a. combining and applying pre-selected movement elements and skills in response to a prompt  
b. improvising in response to literal and abstract ideas/stimuli

	
	
	
	

	D 1 (5-6) – 2

Students express ideas, emotions, or cultural aesthetics

a. generating small dance compositions through manipulating choreographic principles (e.g., body use, space, and relationship), simple choreographic structures (e.g., beginning, middle, and end; AB or ABA), and choreographic processes (repetition, variety)
b. improvising , exploring, and selecting dance movement to communicate literal or abstract ideas
c. designing rhythmic patterns and  selecting movement qualities

	
	
	
	

	D2 (5-6)-1

Students view, interpret, and perform a range of forms and styles 

a. explaining the role of dance in various world cultures 
b. observing/viewing and responding to dances from a variety of world cultures and historical contexts

c. practicing and performing dances of different forms or styles

	
	
	
	

	Dance Content Clusters

KEY             I=Instruction

      A=Assessed

+/√/- = Rigor
	Course #1


	Course #2
	Course #3


	Other

	D 3 (5-6) –1

Students demonstrate kinesthetic awareness and movement skills
a. demonstrating  concentration while exhibiting awareness of relationships and space, and describing how the body executes a movement
b. demonstrating physical control and accurate memorization of movement in the execution of dance  phrases

	
	
	
	

	D 3 (5-6) –2

Students demonstrate rhythmic acuity

a. dancing in relation to and in coordination with various tempos,  time signatures, and accented beats

	
	
	
	

	D3 (5-6) –3

Students demonstrate qualitative range and phrasing

a. identifying and  incorporating a variety of space, time, weight , and flow (force/energy) qualities in locomotor and non -locomotor movement
b. organizing dance phrases (sentences) that make sense for the concept or idea 

c. demonstrating sustained focus while dancing

	
	
	
	

	D4 (5-6) –1

Students demonstrate understanding of dance forms and styles, techniques and elements, and choreographic processes and principles
a. comparing the movement and  choreographic choices  of different dance compositions or dances
	
	
	
	

	D 4 (5-6) -2

Students analyze construction and achievement of effect or affect

a. evaluating and revising performed  movement and choreography  to fulfill its purpose
b. observing or performing a dance and analyzing its construction
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