
RI EARLY LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

STANDARDS

The Fun Family Activities are:

• FREE

•  Developed for families with children ages 
birth through five

•  Based on the Rhode Island Early Learning 
and Development Standards

•  Designed to help your child develop 
knowledge and skills that are important for 
school readiness

FREE Training on the Fun Family 
Activities is Available!
Training on the Fun Family Activities Cards is 
available throughout Rhode Island. The trainings 
are a series of hands on workshops, offered by 
an early childhood expert that provide a great 
opportunity to meet and learn from other 
parents, learn more about child development 
as well as gather additional state resources. 
The training is fun, interactive, and grounded 
in play. Parents will leave having developed 
a scrapbook as well as a full set of the 
cards. For a schedule of offerings please 
visit the website above.

Support Young Children’s Learning and 
Development at Home
The Rhode Island Department of Education has developed a valuable resource for parents, 
grandparents, foster parents, and other caregivers.  It is a complete set of fun and easy 
activities that help support the learning and development of children ages birth to five.

www.exceed.ri.gov/families

VISIT

Fun Family Activities

SCIENCE
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What are your favorite things to do in nature? Do you have a favorite 

season because of the weather? Think about ways you can share your 

interests with your child.

   
Keep a box in your house or outside where your child can collect things 

from nature. Materials that may appear boring or typical to you might 

be very exciting to your child. Take the time to look through the box 

together. Talk about the ways materials are the same or different, how 

they feel, or where they came from. 

Talk with your child about changes in the. For example, dark clouds 

warn us that rain might be coming. The wind getting stronger will make 

the trees move. Or, when it gets colder, it is important to put on a coat 

before going outside. You can talk about how much rain or snow fell or 

point out the frost on the grass or ice on the car windshield. 

Think about ways you can explore nature in your own neighborhood. 

Even in cities, there are parks with squirrels and birds, and flowers and 

trees. To find other ways to explore nature within your community see 

the Resources section of these cards.

TIPS
BABIES
Infants are very observant of the world around them and 

they depend on adults to help them make connections and 

label what they observe. When you are outside, point out 

the things in nature that you observe, like birds flying by, 

trees and flowers, dogs barking, or the wind blowing the 

leaves. Older babies enjoy touching some natural objects, 

like leaves, grass, flowers, etc. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age become very aware of and interested 

in nature. Their main way of exploring nature is through 

their senses. Encourage them to touch, smell, taste and 

listen as they explore. Point out and name objects you see, 

like flowers and bugs. When you are out for a walk or at 

the park, allow your child to stop and look at things that 

are interesting, like weeds growing between cracks in the 

sidewalk, dogs walking across the street, or butterflies 

floating by. Use words to describe what your child notices 

and share in the excitement. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Older children become aware of the fact that things are 

either living or non-living. They develop an interest in what 

things need to grow. Ask your child to think about what 

both plants and people need to grow. Talk about non-living 

things like rocks and dirt that do not need food, water, and 

light and how they are similar or different. Plants are a great 

way to teach children about how things grow. You can either 

buy a plant or plant seeds and make a plan together for 

helping the plant to grow. 

Additional Domains: 
Exploring Nature
Encourage your child to explore and think about things that are 

living, non-living, man-made or naturally occurring materials. 

REFLECTIONS

ACTIVITIES

MATHEMATICS
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Make a list of some of the ways you use measurement throughout the day. Think about how you can measure together and ask your child to help. 

BABIES 
Infants begin learning about measurement ideas when they play with different sized objects and fill and empty containers. During bath time, give your child different sized containers to play filling and dumping with. You can also talk with your baby about weights, quantities and volumes during every day activities. For example, pouring milk, carrying a heavy diaper bag, or filling a plate with more. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age love to fill and empty and build and knock down. They are also very interested in figuring out where things fit, like doing puzzles or trying to squeeze big toys into small containers. Give your child lots of opportunities to fill and empty containers or baskets of varying sizes, with things your child is interested in. Explore what kinds of objects fit into different spaces or fit inside each other. You can use cups or boxes that come in different sizes where the small ones fit into the larger ones. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Preschoolers are interested in comparing things that are heavy or light, full or empty. Ask your child to use sand or water to try and fill several different containers to the same height. You can also ask your child to count as you fill a bucket together using a small container or cup. How many cups does it take to fill the bucket? Count again as you use a large container to fill the same bucket and compare the results. Ask your child to describe things to you using measurement language. For example, “Are these the same size or different? How can you tell?” or “How did you know that shape would fit in that space?”

Filling and Emptying
Young children explore and begin to understand measurement ideas like heavy and light, empty and full, more and less. 

   
Use describing language throughout the day as you play and run errands or do chores. For example “I will carry this grocery bag because it’s heavy. You can carry this one because it’s light.” Or, “We need to use 4 cups of water to make the pasta.” Or, “You made a really tall tower! Now I’m going to make one that is just as tall. Can you help me?”
Toddlers begin to use the word “more” very often! This shows that they understand something about measurement. They will also begin to notice when things are very different in size and may refer to small things as “babies.” Use your hands when describing things that are really big or small or tall or short. 
Many household materials are great for exploring measurement, likes clean and empty juice or milk containers, cereal boxes, yogurt cups, etc. Fill an empty drawer or cabinet in the kitchen that has different containers with lids that match, or different sized food boxes. Allow your child to explore and figure out what fits together.

Additional Domains: 

TIPS

REFLECTIONS

ACTIVITIES

Fun Family Activities

RI EARLY LEARNING & DEVELOPMENTSTANDARDS

SCAN

For more information  
call (401) 270-0101.



FREE Training on the  
Fun Family Activities  
is Available!
Training on the Fun Family Activities Cards is 
available throughout Rhode Island. The trainings 
are a series of hands on workshops, offered by 
an early childhood expert that provide a great 
opportunity to meet and learn from other 
parents, learn more about child development 
as well as gather additional state resources. 
The training is fun, interactive, and grounded 
in play. Parents will leave having developed a 
scrapbook as well as a full set of the cards. 
For a schedule of offerings please visit the 
website above.
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• FREE

•  Developed for families with children ages 
birth through five

•  Based on the Rhode Island Early Learning 
and Development Standards

•  Designed to help your child develop 
knowledge and skills that are important for 
school readiness

Support Young Children’s Learning and 
Development at Home
The Rhode Island Department of Education has developed a valuable resource for parents, 
grandparents, foster parents, and other caregivers.  It is a complete set of fun and easy 
activities that help support the learning and development of children ages birth to five.
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What are your favorite things to do in nature? Do you have a favorite 

season because of the weather? Think about ways you can share your 

interests with your child.

   
Keep a box in your house or outside where your child can collect things 

from nature. Materials that may appear boring or typical to you might 

be very exciting to your child. Take the time to look through the box 

together. Talk about the ways materials are the same or different, how 

they feel, or where they came from. 

Talk with your child about changes in the. For example, dark clouds 

warn us that rain might be coming. The wind getting stronger will make 

the trees move. Or, when it gets colder, it is important to put on a coat 

before going outside. You can talk about how much rain or snow fell or 

point out the frost on the grass or ice on the car windshield. 

Think about ways you can explore nature in your own neighborhood. 

Even in cities, there are parks with squirrels and birds, and flowers and 

trees. To find other ways to explore nature within your community see 

the Resources section of these cards.

TIPS
BABIES
Infants are very observant of the world around them and 

they depend on adults to help them make connections and 

label what they observe. When you are outside, point out 

the things in nature that you observe, like birds flying by, 

trees and flowers, dogs barking, or the wind blowing the 

leaves. Older babies enjoy touching some natural objects, 

like leaves, grass, flowers, etc. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age become very aware of and interested 

in nature. Their main way of exploring nature is through 

their senses. Encourage them to touch, smell, taste and 

listen as they explore. Point out and name objects you see, 

like flowers and bugs. When you are out for a walk or at 

the park, allow your child to stop and look at things that 

are interesting, like weeds growing between cracks in the 

sidewalk, dogs walking across the street, or butterflies 

floating by. Use words to describe what your child notices 

and share in the excitement. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Older children become aware of the fact that things are 

either living or non-living. They develop an interest in what 

things need to grow. Ask your child to think about what 

both plants and people need to grow. Talk about non-living 

things like rocks and dirt that do not need food, water, and 

light and how they are similar or different. Plants are a great 

way to teach children about how things grow. You can either 

buy a plant or plant seeds and make a plan together for 

helping the plant to grow. 

Additional Domains: 
Exploring Nature
Encourage your child to explore and think about things that are 

living, non-living, man-made or naturally occurring materials. 

REFLECTIONS

ACTIVITIES

MATHEMATICS
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Make a list of some of the ways you use measurement throughout the day. Think about how you can measure together and ask your child to help. 

BABIES 
Infants begin learning about measurement ideas when they play with different sized objects and fill and empty containers. During bath time, give your child different sized containers to play filling and dumping with. You can also talk with your baby about weights, quantities and volumes during every day activities. For example, pouring milk, carrying a heavy diaper bag, or filling a plate with more. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age love to fill and empty and build and knock down. They are also very interested in figuring out where things fit, like doing puzzles or trying to squeeze big toys into small containers. Give your child lots of opportunities to fill and empty containers or baskets of varying sizes, with things your child is interested in. Explore what kinds of objects fit into different spaces or fit inside each other. You can use cups or boxes that come in different sizes where the small ones fit into the larger ones. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Preschoolers are interested in comparing things that are heavy or light, full or empty. Ask your child to use sand or water to try and fill several different containers to the same height. You can also ask your child to count as you fill a bucket together using a small container or cup. How many cups does it take to fill the bucket? Count again as you use a large container to fill the same bucket and compare the results. Ask your child to describe things to you using measurement language. For example, “Are these the same size or different? How can you tell?” or “How did you know that shape would fit in that space?”

Filling and Emptying
Young children explore and begin to understand measurement ideas like heavy and light, empty and full, more and less. 

   
Use describing language throughout the day as you play and run errands or do chores. For example “I will carry this grocery bag because it’s heavy. You can carry this one because it’s light.” Or, “We need to use 4 cups of water to make the pasta.” Or, “You made a really tall tower! Now I’m going to make one that is just as tall. Can you help me?”
Toddlers begin to use the word “more” very often! This shows that they understand something about measurement. They will also begin to notice when things are very different in size and may refer to small things as “babies.” Use your hands when describing things that are really big or small or tall or short. 
Many household materials are great for exploring measurement, likes clean and empty juice or milk containers, cereal boxes, yogurt cups, etc. Fill an empty drawer or cabinet in the kitchen that has different containers with lids that match, or different sized food boxes. Allow your child to explore and figure out what fits together.

Additional Domains: 
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FREE Training on the Fun 
Family Activities is Available!
Training on the Fun Family Activities Cards is 
available throughout Rhode Island. The trainings 
are a series of hands on workshops, offered by 
an early childhood expert that provide a great 
opportunity to meet and learn from other 
parents, learn more about child development  
as well as gather additional state resources. 
The training is fun, interactive, and grounded 
in play. Parents will leave having developed a 
scrapbook as well as a full set of the cards. 
For a schedule of offerings please visit 
the website above.
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The Fun Family Activities are:

• FREE

•  Developed for families with children ages 
birth through five

•  Based on the Rhode Island Early Learning 
and Development Standards

•  Designed to help your child develop 
knowledge and skills that are important for 
school readiness

Support Young Children’s Learning and 
Development at Home
The Rhode Island Department of Education has developed a valuable resource for parents, 
grandparents, foster parents, and other caregivers.  It is a complete set of fun and easy 
activities that help support the learning and development of children ages birth to five.
 

 

 

www.exceed.ri.gov/families

VISIT

Fun Family Activities

SCIENCE

34 | FUN FAMILY ACTIVITIES

RHODE ISLAND EARLY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

 
What are your favorite things to do in nature? Do you have a favorite 

season because of the weather? Think about ways you can share your 

interests with your child.

   
Keep a box in your house or outside where your child can collect things 

from nature. Materials that may appear boring or typical to you might 

be very exciting to your child. Take the time to look through the box 

together. Talk about the ways materials are the same or different, how 

they feel, or where they came from. 

Talk with your child about changes in the. For example, dark clouds 

warn us that rain might be coming. The wind getting stronger will make 

the trees move. Or, when it gets colder, it is important to put on a coat 

before going outside. You can talk about how much rain or snow fell or 

point out the frost on the grass or ice on the car windshield. 

Think about ways you can explore nature in your own neighborhood. 

Even in cities, there are parks with squirrels and birds, and flowers and 

trees. To find other ways to explore nature within your community see 

the Resources section of these cards.

TIPS
BABIES
Infants are very observant of the world around them and 

they depend on adults to help them make connections and 

label what they observe. When you are outside, point out 

the things in nature that you observe, like birds flying by, 

trees and flowers, dogs barking, or the wind blowing the 

leaves. Older babies enjoy touching some natural objects, 

like leaves, grass, flowers, etc. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age become very aware of and interested 

in nature. Their main way of exploring nature is through 

their senses. Encourage them to touch, smell, taste and 

listen as they explore. Point out and name objects you see, 

like flowers and bugs. When you are out for a walk or at 

the park, allow your child to stop and look at things that 

are interesting, like weeds growing between cracks in the 

sidewalk, dogs walking across the street, or butterflies 

floating by. Use words to describe what your child notices 

and share in the excitement. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Older children become aware of the fact that things are 

either living or non-living. They develop an interest in what 

things need to grow. Ask your child to think about what 

both plants and people need to grow. Talk about non-living 

things like rocks and dirt that do not need food, water, and 

light and how they are similar or different. Plants are a great 

way to teach children about how things grow. You can either 

buy a plant or plant seeds and make a plan together for 

helping the plant to grow. 

Additional Domains: 
Exploring Nature
Encourage your child to explore and think about things that are 

living, non-living, man-made or naturally occurring materials. 

REFLECTIONS

ACTIVITIES

MATHEMATICS

30 | FUN FAMILY ACTIVITIES

RHODE ISLAND EARLY LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS

 
Make a list of some of the ways you use measurement throughout the day. Think about how you can measure together and ask your child to help. 

BABIES 
Infants begin learning about measurement ideas when they play with different sized objects and fill and empty containers. During bath time, give your child different sized containers to play filling and dumping with. You can also talk with your baby about weights, quantities and volumes during every day activities. For example, pouring milk, carrying a heavy diaper bag, or filling a plate with more. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age love to fill and empty and build and knock down. They are also very interested in figuring out where things fit, like doing puzzles or trying to squeeze big toys into small containers. Give your child lots of opportunities to fill and empty containers or baskets of varying sizes, with things your child is interested in. Explore what kinds of objects fit into different spaces or fit inside each other. You can use cups or boxes that come in different sizes where the small ones fit into the larger ones. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Preschoolers are interested in comparing things that are heavy or light, full or empty. Ask your child to use sand or water to try and fill several different containers to the same height. You can also ask your child to count as you fill a bucket together using a small container or cup. How many cups does it take to fill the bucket? Count again as you use a large container to fill the same bucket and compare the results. Ask your child to describe things to you using measurement language. For example, “Are these the same size or different? How can you tell?” or “How did you know that shape would fit in that space?”

Filling and Emptying
Young children explore and begin to understand measurement ideas like heavy and light, empty and full, more and less. 

   
Use describing language throughout the day as you play and run errands or do chores. For example “I will carry this grocery bag because it’s heavy. You can carry this one because it’s light.” Or, “We need to use 4 cups of water to make the pasta.” Or, “You made a really tall tower! Now I’m going to make one that is just as tall. Can you help me?”
Toddlers begin to use the word “more” very often! This shows that they understand something about measurement. They will also begin to notice when things are very different in size and may refer to small things as “babies.” Use your hands when describing things that are really big or small or tall or short. 
Many household materials are great for exploring measurement, likes clean and empty juice or milk containers, cereal boxes, yogurt cups, etc. Fill an empty drawer or cabinet in the kitchen that has different containers with lids that match, or different sized food boxes. Allow your child to explore and figure out what fits together.

Additional Domains: 

TIPS

REFLECTIONS
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Fun Family Activities
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For more information  
call (401) 270-0101.



RI EARLY LEARNING & DEVELOPMENT

STANDARDS

The Fun Family Activities are:

• FREE

•  Developed for families with children ages 
birth through five

•  Based on the Rhode Island Early Learning 
and Development Standards

•  Designed to help your child develop 
knowledge and skills that are important for 
school readiness

Support Young Children’s Learning and 
Development at Home
The Rhode Island Department of Education has developed a valuable resource for parents, 
grandparents, foster parents, and other caregivers.  It is a complete set of fun and easy 
activities that help support the learning and development of children ages birth to five.
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What are your favorite things to do in nature? Do you have a favorite 

season because of the weather? Think about ways you can share your 

interests with your child.

   
Keep a box in your house or outside where your child can collect things 

from nature. Materials that may appear boring or typical to you might 

be very exciting to your child. Take the time to look through the box 

together. Talk about the ways materials are the same or different, how 

they feel, or where they came from. 

Talk with your child about changes in the. For example, dark clouds 

warn us that rain might be coming. The wind getting stronger will make 

the trees move. Or, when it gets colder, it is important to put on a coat 

before going outside. You can talk about how much rain or snow fell or 

point out the frost on the grass or ice on the car windshield. 

Think about ways you can explore nature in your own neighborhood. 

Even in cities, there are parks with squirrels and birds, and flowers and 

trees. To find other ways to explore nature within your community see 

the Resources section of these cards.

TIPS
BABIES
Infants are very observant of the world around them and 

they depend on adults to help them make connections and 

label what they observe. When you are outside, point out 

the things in nature that you observe, like birds flying by, 

trees and flowers, dogs barking, or the wind blowing the 

leaves. Older babies enjoy touching some natural objects, 

like leaves, grass, flowers, etc. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age become very aware of and interested 

in nature. Their main way of exploring nature is through 

their senses. Encourage them to touch, smell, taste and 

listen as they explore. Point out and name objects you see, 

like flowers and bugs. When you are out for a walk or at 

the park, allow your child to stop and look at things that 

are interesting, like weeds growing between cracks in the 

sidewalk, dogs walking across the street, or butterflies 

floating by. Use words to describe what your child notices 

and share in the excitement. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Older children become aware of the fact that things are 

either living or non-living. They develop an interest in what 

things need to grow. Ask your child to think about what 

both plants and people need to grow. Talk about non-living 

things like rocks and dirt that do not need food, water, and 

light and how they are similar or different. Plants are a great 

way to teach children about how things grow. You can either 

buy a plant or plant seeds and make a plan together for 

helping the plant to grow. 

Additional Domains: 
Exploring Nature
Encourage your child to explore and think about things that are 

living, non-living, man-made or naturally occurring materials. 

REFLECTIONS

ACTIVITIES

MATHEMATICS
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Make a list of some of the ways you use measurement throughout the day. Think about how you can measure together and ask your child to help. 

BABIES 
Infants begin learning about measurement ideas when they play with different sized objects and fill and empty containers. During bath time, give your child different sized containers to play filling and dumping with. You can also talk with your baby about weights, quantities and volumes during every day activities. For example, pouring milk, carrying a heavy diaper bag, or filling a plate with more. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age love to fill and empty and build and knock down. They are also very interested in figuring out where things fit, like doing puzzles or trying to squeeze big toys into small containers. Give your child lots of opportunities to fill and empty containers or baskets of varying sizes, with things your child is interested in. Explore what kinds of objects fit into different spaces or fit inside each other. You can use cups or boxes that come in different sizes where the small ones fit into the larger ones. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Preschoolers are interested in comparing things that are heavy or light, full or empty. Ask your child to use sand or water to try and fill several different containers to the same height. You can also ask your child to count as you fill a bucket together using a small container or cup. How many cups does it take to fill the bucket? Count again as you use a large container to fill the same bucket and compare the results. Ask your child to describe things to you using measurement language. For example, “Are these the same size or different? How can you tell?” or “How did you know that shape would fit in that space?”

Filling and Emptying
Young children explore and begin to understand measurement ideas like heavy and light, empty and full, more and less. 

   
Use describing language throughout the day as you play and run errands or do chores. For example “I will carry this grocery bag because it’s heavy. You can carry this one because it’s light.” Or, “We need to use 4 cups of water to make the pasta.” Or, “You made a really tall tower! Now I’m going to make one that is just as tall. Can you help me?”
Toddlers begin to use the word “more” very often! This shows that they understand something about measurement. They will also begin to notice when things are very different in size and may refer to small things as “babies.” Use your hands when describing things that are really big or small or tall or short. 
Many household materials are great for exploring measurement, likes clean and empty juice or milk containers, cereal boxes, yogurt cups, etc. Fill an empty drawer or cabinet in the kitchen that has different containers with lids that match, or different sized food boxes. Allow your child to explore and figure out what fits together.

Additional Domains: 
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FREE Training on the Fun 
Family Activities is Available!
Training on the Fun Family Activities Cards is 
available throughout Rhode Island. The trainings 
are a series of hands on workshops, offered by 
an early childhood expert that provide a great 
opportunity to meet and learn from other 
parents, learn more about child development  
as well as gather additional state resources. 
The training is fun, interactive, and grounded 
in play. Parents will leave having developed a 
scrapbook as well as a full set of the cards. 
For a schedule of offerings please visit 
the website above.
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•  Based on the Rhode Island Early Learning 
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•  Designed to help your child develop 
knowledge and skills that are important for 
school readiness

Support Young Children’s Learning and 
Development at Home
The Rhode Island Department of Education has developed a valuable resource for parents, 
grandparents, foster parents, and other caregivers.  It is a complete set of fun and easy 
activities that help support the learning and development of children ages birth to five.
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What are your favorite things to do in nature? Do you have a favorite 

season because of the weather? Think about ways you can share your 

interests with your child.

   
Keep a box in your house or outside where your child can collect things 

from nature. Materials that may appear boring or typical to you might 

be very exciting to your child. Take the time to look through the box 

together. Talk about the ways materials are the same or different, how 

they feel, or where they came from. 

Talk with your child about changes in the. For example, dark clouds 

warn us that rain might be coming. The wind getting stronger will make 

the trees move. Or, when it gets colder, it is important to put on a coat 

before going outside. You can talk about how much rain or snow fell or 

point out the frost on the grass or ice on the car windshield. 

Think about ways you can explore nature in your own neighborhood. 

Even in cities, there are parks with squirrels and birds, and flowers and 

trees. To find other ways to explore nature within your community see 

the Resources section of these cards.

TIPS
BABIES
Infants are very observant of the world around them and 

they depend on adults to help them make connections and 

label what they observe. When you are outside, point out 

the things in nature that you observe, like birds flying by, 

trees and flowers, dogs barking, or the wind blowing the 

leaves. Older babies enjoy touching some natural objects, 

like leaves, grass, flowers, etc. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age become very aware of and interested 

in nature. Their main way of exploring nature is through 

their senses. Encourage them to touch, smell, taste and 

listen as they explore. Point out and name objects you see, 

like flowers and bugs. When you are out for a walk or at 

the park, allow your child to stop and look at things that 

are interesting, like weeds growing between cracks in the 

sidewalk, dogs walking across the street, or butterflies 

floating by. Use words to describe what your child notices 

and share in the excitement. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Older children become aware of the fact that things are 

either living or non-living. They develop an interest in what 

things need to grow. Ask your child to think about what 

both plants and people need to grow. Talk about non-living 

things like rocks and dirt that do not need food, water, and 

light and how they are similar or different. Plants are a great 

way to teach children about how things grow. You can either 

buy a plant or plant seeds and make a plan together for 

helping the plant to grow. 

Additional Domains: 
Exploring Nature
Encourage your child to explore and think about things that are 

living, non-living, man-made or naturally occurring materials. 
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Make a list of some of the ways you use measurement throughout the day. Think about how you can measure together and ask your child to help. 

BABIES 
Infants begin learning about measurement ideas when they play with different sized objects and fill and empty containers. During bath time, give your child different sized containers to play filling and dumping with. You can also talk with your baby about weights, quantities and volumes during every day activities. For example, pouring milk, carrying a heavy diaper bag, or filling a plate with more. 

TODDLERS
Children at this age love to fill and empty and build and knock down. They are also very interested in figuring out where things fit, like doing puzzles or trying to squeeze big toys into small containers. Give your child lots of opportunities to fill and empty containers or baskets of varying sizes, with things your child is interested in. Explore what kinds of objects fit into different spaces or fit inside each other. You can use cups or boxes that come in different sizes where the small ones fit into the larger ones. 

PRESCHOOLERS
Preschoolers are interested in comparing things that are heavy or light, full or empty. Ask your child to use sand or water to try and fill several different containers to the same height. You can also ask your child to count as you fill a bucket together using a small container or cup. How many cups does it take to fill the bucket? Count again as you use a large container to fill the same bucket and compare the results. Ask your child to describe things to you using measurement language. For example, “Are these the same size or different? How can you tell?” or “How did you know that shape would fit in that space?”

Filling and Emptying
Young children explore and begin to understand measurement ideas like heavy and light, empty and full, more and less. 

   
Use describing language throughout the day as you play and run errands or do chores. For example “I will carry this grocery bag because it’s heavy. You can carry this one because it’s light.” Or, “We need to use 4 cups of water to make the pasta.” Or, “You made a really tall tower! Now I’m going to make one that is just as tall. Can you help me?”
Toddlers begin to use the word “more” very often! This shows that they understand something about measurement. They will also begin to notice when things are very different in size and may refer to small things as “babies.” Use your hands when describing things that are really big or small or tall or short. 
Many household materials are great for exploring measurement, likes clean and empty juice or milk containers, cereal boxes, yogurt cups, etc. Fill an empty drawer or cabinet in the kitchen that has different containers with lids that match, or different sized food boxes. Allow your child to explore and figure out what fits together.

Additional Domains: 

TIPS

REFLECTIONS

ACTIVITIES
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For more information  
call (401) 270-0101.


