


 
9 COURTLAND STREET. PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 02909  

 
 

	  
	  
October	  12,	  2011	  
	  
Deborah	  Gist	  
Co-‐Chair,	  Rhode	  Island	  Early	  Learning	  Council	  
Commissioner,	  Rhode	  Island	  Department	  of	  Elementary	  and	  Secondary	  Education	  
255	  Westminster	  Street	  
Providence,	  RI	  02903	  
	  
Elizabeth	  Burke	  Bryant	  
	  Co-‐Chair,	  Rhode	  Island	  Early	  Learning	  Council	  
Executive	  Director,	  Rhode	  Island	  KIDS	  COUNT	  
One	  Union	  Station	  
Providence,	  RI	  02903	  
	  
Dear	  Commissioner	  Gist	  and	  Ms.	  Bryant:	  
	  
Federal	  Hill	  House	  Association	  is	  pleased	  to	  write	  this	  letter	  in	  support	  for	  Rhode	  Island’s	  Race	  to	  the	  
Top-‐Early	  Learning	  Challenge	  application.	  
	  
Federal	  Hill	  House	  Association	  (FHHA)	  is	  a	  culturally	  sensitive,	  socially	  responsible	  nonprofit	  agency	  that	  
is	  at	  the	  heart	  of	  community	  life	  and	  plays	  a	  significant	  role	  in	  strengthening	  and	  sustaining	  
communities.	  FHHA's	  client	  population	  live	  at	  or	  below	  poverty	  level	  and	  present	  with	  significant	  
additional	  risk	  factors	  including	  low	  educational	  levels,	  limited	  English	  proficiency,	  and	  poor	  nutrition.	  
	  
For	  over	  100	  years,	  FHHA	  has	  been	  committed	  to	  preparing	  its	  students	  to	  excel	  as	  young	  leaders	  of	  
tomorrow.	  	  In	  2008,	  FHHA	  initiated	  key	  improvements	  to	  its	  Early	  Learning	  Center	  and	  as	  a	  direct	  result	  
of	  this	  work,	  in	  2010,	  was	  awarded	  a	  4-‐star	  rating	  for	  its	  programs	  through	  the	  State-‐recognized	  
BrightStar	  rating	  system.	  	  To	  build	  on	  these	  accomplishments,	  in	  September	  2011	  FHHA	  introduced	  the	  
State's	  first	  tri-‐lingual	  immersion	  Language	  Learning	  Curriculum,	  Speak	  to	  Succeed,	  in	  its	  Early	  Learning	  
Center.	  	  
	  
After	  2	  years	  of	  increasing	  staff	  credentials,	  staff	  expectations,	  and	  implementing	  a	  rigorous	  professional	  
development	  program,	  our	  Early	  Learning	  Center	  continues	  to	  be	  the	  highest	  rating	  of	  all	  multi-‐service	  
community	  centers	  in	  Rhode	  Island.	  
	  
While	  FHHA	  recognizes	  the	  importance	  of	  creating	  high	  quality	  learning	  environments	  and	  believes	  
investing	  in	  our	  City’s	  youngest	  and	  most	  vulnerable	  children	  is	  the	  key	  to	  future	  success,	  the	  costs	  of	  
maintaining	  high	  quality	  program	  comes	  at	  a	  premium	  -‐-‐	  often	  prohibiting	  centers	  from	  engaging	  in	  
increasing	  their	  quality	  of	  service.	  	  	  
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As	  a	  partnering	  member	  of	  the	  Providence	  Neighborhood	  Community	  Center	  Association	  (PNCCA),	  a	  
nonprofit	  coalition	  comprised	  on	  9	  community	  centers	  strategically	  located	  in	  Providence’s	  challenging	  
neighborhoods,	  FHHA	  continues	  to	  encourage	  other	  centers	  to	  raise	  the	  standard	  of	  quality	  and	  
professional	  expectation	  in	  their	  respective	  Early	  Learning	  Centers.	  	  With	  the	  capacity	  to	  serve	  over	  500	  
high	  risk	  children	  below	  the	  age	  of	  6	  years,	  PNCCA	  has	  the	  ability	  to	  demonstrate	  how	  high	  quality	  early	  
learning	  services	  could	  narrow	  the	  achievement	  gap	  for	  children	  living	  in	  poverty.	  	  However,	  the	  costs	  of	  
creating	  and	  maintaining	  high	  quality	  programs	  have	  prevented	  many	  of	  the	  PNCCA	  partners	  to	  apply	  
for	  the	  BrightStars	  quality	  rating	  system.	  	  	  	  
	  
The	  Early	  Learning	  Challenge	  Grant	  would	  make	  it	  possible	  for	  our	  State	  to	  transform	  our	  Early	  Learning	  
system	  and	  support	  the	  growth	  and	  development	  of	  high	  quality	  programs.	  	  FHHA	  looks	  forward	  to	  
helping	  change	  the	  way	  we	  invest	  in	  Early	  Learning	  services	  and	  stands	  ready	  to	  receive/provide	  support	  
and	  guidance	  in	  building	  high	  quality	  programs.	  	  We	  are	  excited	  to	  partner	  with	  Rhode	  Island	  
Department	  of	  Education,	  KIDSCOUNT	  and	  BrightStars	  and	  commit	  to	  the	  following:	  
	  

 FHHA	  will	  continue	  its	  participation	  in	  the	  BrightStars	  program	  and	  will	  work	  to	  improve	  our	  
program	  until	  we	  achieve	  a	  5-‐star	  rating;	  	  	  

 FHHA	  is	  poised	  to	  expand	  its	  Early	  Learning	  program	  and	  continue	  serving	  children	  with	  
significant	  risk	  factors	  including	  poverty,	  low	  educational	  levels,	  limited	  English	  proficiency,	  and	  
poor	  nutrition;	  

 FHHA	  is	  committed	  to	  working	  with	  the	  PNCCA	  members	  and	  support	  them	  in	  creating	  a	  high	  
quality	  system	  of	  Early	  Learning	  Services	  for	  vulnerable	  children	  living	  in	  Providence,	  Rhode	  
Island;	  

 FHHA	  is	  committed	  to	  creating,	  adopting	  and	  implementing	  the	  new	  State	  Early	  Learning	  
Standards	  and	  share	  professional	  resources	  for	  others	  to	  adopt	  and	  implement	  the	  new	  
standards;	  

 FHHA	  enthusiastically	  supports	  professional	  development	  of	  its	  staff	  and	  will	  accommodate	  staff	  
needs	  to	  ensure	  their	  completion	  of	  higher	  education;	  	  

 FHHA	  is	  committed	  to	  using	  a	  common	  statewide	  child	  assessment	  system	  and	  welcomes	  any	  
professional	  support	  around	  its	  implementation.	  

	  
Federal	  Hill	  House	  Association	  enthusiastically	  supports	  the	  Rhode	  Island	  Department	  of	  Education’s	  
application	  for	  Race	  to	  the	  Top-‐Early	  Learning	  Challenge	  Grant.	  	  We	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  you	  
and	  other	  community	  leaders	  in	  making	  Rhode	  Island’s	  Early	  Learning	  Education	  system	  a	  model	  for	  
preparing	  all	  of	  our	  children	  for	  life	  success.	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
Sincerely,	  
	  

	  
	  
Nina	  Pande	  
Executive	  Director	  









mariposa  
                                  a learning community for children and their families 
 

P.O. Box 2012  Providence RI   02905  401-228-8702  www.mariposari.org 

	  

October 12, 2011 

 

Deborah Gist 

Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 

Commissioner, Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education 

255 Westminster Street 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Elizabeth Burke Bryant 

Co-Chair, Rhode Island Early Learning Council 

Executive Director, Rhode Island KIDS COUNT 

One Union Station 

Providence, RI 02903 

 

Dear Commissioner Gist and Ms. Bryant: 

 

As Director of the Mariposa Center, an innovative not for profit organization dedicated to creating high quality early 

learning experiences for young children and families in Providence and as a RI Early Learning Council member, I am 

writing to express my strong support for Rhode Island’s Race to the Top – Early Learning Challenge application. 

Since 2007, The Mariposa Center has been an active contributor to Rhode Island’s goals toward creating high quality 

early learning experiences for infants, toddlers and preschoolers. We engage Providence families in infant toddler 

parenting groups, develop and implement after school literacy programs in South Providence, and were honored to 

be one of seven high quality PreK classrooms in Rhode Island’s PreK Demonstration Project. This year Mariposa 

continues to pursue its mission of creating innovative high quality early learning experiences for young children and 

their families as one of the first publically funded RIDE PreKindergarten Program classrooms. All of our work is 

focused on ensuring a generation of Providence children enter school ready to learn – knowing the joy of discovery, 

the warmth of a nourishing environment, and the confidence of their own creativity.  

 

I have been working within Rhode Island’s early care and learning field for many years involved in early intervention, 

early childhood special education, early care and education and in higher education. Over this time, I have been part 

of Rhode Island’s long history of early childhood quality initiatives and projects devoted to improving early learning 

outcomes for infants, toddlers and preschoolers. I know birth to age five are critical years for children, a key time for 

developing important cognitive, language and socio-emotional skills that help lay the foundation for success in school.  
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For this reason, one of the goals of the Rhode Island strategic plan for transforming education is to “improve the 

quality and accessibility of early learning programs” across the state, and I believe that Race to the Top Challenge 

Funds will help Rhode Island move rapidly toward meeting that vital goal.  

 

Please be assured that the Mariposa Center stands ready to support the implementation of the Early Learning 

Challenge reform strategies. Our organization, staff, and board of directors is ready to advocate for Rhode Island’s 

Children with High Needs and inform our larger Rhode Island community of the work we can all do to support brighter 

futures for every young child in our state. I am also eager to continue my work as an Early Learning Council member 

and Kindergarten Assessment work group member directly supporting and participating in building our Kindergarten 

Entry Assessment system.  

 

On behalf of the Mariposa Center staff and board, I offer our enthusiastic support for Rhode Island’s Race to the Top 

Early Learning Challenge application. Rhode Island’s Early Learning Plan set forth in this application will substantially 

increase the school readiness of Rhode Island’s young children and will advance student achievement in Rhode 

Island for many years to come.  

 

Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Kristen Greene 

Director of the Mariposa Center 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 






















