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Why are statewide assessments important?

• Statewide assessments give teachers, students, and families 
information about student progress, school performance, and how to 
improve teaching and learning.

• These assessments fulfill federal requirements as well as help us 
measure how well our state, districts, and schools are doing in English 
Language Arts/Literacy, Mathematics, Science, and English Language 
Proficiency.



What is ACCESS?
• ACCESS for ELs 2.0 is a high-quality assessment for students in grades K-12, 

designed to measure students’ social and academic proficiency in English 
associated with language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies

• ACCESS is aligned to WIDA English Language Development Standards 
• Rhode Island is a member of the WIDA Consortium which is comprised of 40 states and 

territories and led by the Wisconsin Center for Education Research  
• WIDA develops English language development standards and assessments 

• Alternate ACCESS is a paper based test individually administered to students in 
grades 1-12 who are identified as English language learners with significant 
cognitive disabilities; it is intended for ELLs who participate (or would be likely to 
participate) in the state’s alternate assessment (DLM)

• ACCESS for ELs 2.0 and Alternate ACCESS meet federal requirements under IDEA 
and ESSA for monitoring and reporting ELs’ progress toward English language 
proficiency



What does ACCESS assess?

• Listening: Process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken 
language in a variety of situations

• Reading: Process, understand, interpret, and evaluate written 
language, symbols, and text with understanding and fluency

• Writing: Engage in written communication in a variety of situations for 
a variety of purposes and audiences

• Speaking: Engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a 
variety of purposes and audiences



Understanding ACCESS 
Results

How can we find results for statewide assessments?
How are results reported? 

ACCESS 2.0 Proficiency Levels
ACCESS 2.0 Individual Student Report

Alternate ACCESS Individual Student Report



How can we find results for statewide assessments?
• RIDE’s Assessment Results page: www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results

o Links to the public and confidential data portals

o Supplemental materials and results archive for current/past statewide assessments

• Public Rhode Island Assessment Data Portal (RI-ADP): https://lms.backpack.education/public/ride
o Aggregate data downloads and dashboard visualizations 

o In-depth presentation of district, school, and student subgroup data for all Rhode Island state assessments starting 
with SY 2017-18

• Confidential Educator Access through RIDEmap: https://ridemap.ride.ri.gov
o Access for district leaders, school leaders, and educators to student level data through links created between 

educators and students from course data submitted by districts

o If you do not have a RIDEmap account, please register for a new account on the RIDEmap home page, or contact 
your district data manager

o WIDA Portal: https://wida.wisc.edu/login

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results
https://lms.backpack.education/public/ride
https://ridemap.ride.ri.gov/
https://wida.wisc.edu/login


How are results reported? 

ACCESS results are reported in a number of ways so that districts, 

schools, teachers, and parents can see how students performed on each 

assessment:

• Proficiency Level

• Scale Score and Confidence Band

* Remember that all assessment data, scale scores, proficiency levels, and item statistics, should be used in 
conjunction with other data sources – attendance, local achievement data, observations – when making 
instructional decisions.



ACCESS 2.0 Proficiency Levels

1

• Entering

• Knows and uses minimal social language and minimal academic language with visual and graphic support

2
• Emerging

• Knows and uses some social English and general academic language with visual and graphic support

3

• Developing

• Knows and uses social English and some specific academic language with visual and graphic support

4

• Expanding

• Knows and uses social English and some technical academic language

5

• Bridging

• Knows and uses social and academic language working with grade level material

6

• Reaching

• Knows and uses social and academic language at the highest level measured by this test



ACCESS 2.0 Individual Student Report



ACCESS 2.0 Individual Student Report – Domain Proficiency Levels



Alternate ACCESS Individual Student Report



14

Alternate ACCESS Individual Student Report



Alternate ACCESS Individual Student Report



Alternate ACCESS Individual Student Report



2019 ACCESS Statewide 
Results

Understanding the Data: ACCESS

2019 ACCESS English Language Proficiency by Grade

2019 ACCESS English Language Proficiency by Years of Multilingual Program Service

RICAS ELA Performance by English Proficiency 



Understanding the Data: ACCESS

In 2019, assessed over 13,800 students:

• ~ 2,600 in their first year of ELL/MLL services

• ~ 6,900 completed 1-3 years

• ~ 3,000 completed 4-6 years



2019 ACCESS English Language Proficiency by Grade (K-5)
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2019 ACCESS English Language Proficiency by Grade (6-12)
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2019 ACCESS English Language Proficiency by 
Years of Multilingual Program Service
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RICAS English Language Arts Performance by English Proficiency
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RICAS Mathematics Performance by English Proficiency
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Using ACCESS Data

How to use ACCESS scores?

What other data and resources can we use with ACCESS?

Some queries to use with the RI-ADP



How to use ACCESS scores?
Individual Student Level

• Determine extent and type of language service

• Monitor student progress

• Assist with interpretation of test scores on academic statewide assessments.

School/District Level
• Evaluate type and efficacy of services when considered along with other data (e.g., attendance, 

years of service)

• Develop school and district improvement plans for ELs

• Use in conjunction with WIDA ELD Standards to inform instruction

• Develop professional learning for teachers serving ELs

• Assist with interpretation of test scores on academic statewide assessments.



How to use ACCESS scores?
• Cautions to keep in mind:

o ACCESS data should be used in conjunction with other sources of data to provide a 
complete picture of student performance, as well as overall teaching and learning – it 
should not be the sole data used to decide students’ supports or coursework

o ACCESS is not interchangeable with the ELA RICAS, PSAT 10, or SAT: ACCESS measures 
English language proficiency – it does not measure a student’s academic achievement or 
knowledge of content areas

o Students do not typically acquire proficiency in the different domains at the same pace 
o Oral language (L+S) is acquired faster than literacy (R+W)

o Receptive language (L+R) is acquired faster than productive language (S+W)

o Writing is usually the last domain to be mastered.

o “Lower is faster, and higher is slower” (Cook et al., 2008). The rate of language acquisition 
is faster for students at lower grades and beginning levels of English language proficiency



What other data and resources can we use with ACCESS?

• RICAS (e.g., comparing achievement levels on ACCESS and RICAS)

• Released student work samples

• Local summative assessments

• Formative and interim assessments

• Attendance data



Some queries to use with the RI-ADP:
• Subgroup performance (e.g., students without disabilities vs. students with 

disabilities)

• RICAS by ACCESS ELP level (e.g., RICAS meeting expectations vs. ACCESS bridging or 
reaching)
• Identify a pattern of strength or need
• Are students progressing in both English proficiency and academic content as expected?
• Are there students who may be ready for advanced math coursework with language supports?

• Review your ACCESS and alternate ACCESS results by number of years of EL services
• What stands out? 
• What are any strengths, challenges, and concerns for changes over time?

• Schools within your district at the same grade level / (public) schools in other 
districts with similar demographics

• Compare achievement level data for your school with local attendance data



How to explain data to families
• RIDE’s “Resources for Families” page: www.ride.ri.gov/Families

o FAQs, guidance, and flyers about content standards and assessments

o Report shells in various languages for all assessments

• WIDA resources to strengthen connections with families
• Explain how taking ACCESS provides valuable information about a student’s progress 

toward English language proficiency

• Share how language development is a process that takes time and students move along 
this process at different rates

• WIDA Parent Guide for ACCESS for ELLs Score Reports (multiple languages): 
• Explain the Language Domain scores, the Composite Scores, and compare this year’s 

scores with last year’s scores (if applicable)

• Discuss the questions listed on the Parent Guide

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Families
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/learners/engagement
https://wida.wisc.edu/resources?keys=&field_type_target_id%5B354%5D=354


Next Steps…

• Review ACCESS data at district, school, and student levels

• Look for patterns and identify areas for improvement 

• Dig into the Sample/Released Items

• Review current supports and services in light of school and district 
data: how might this analysis refocus current instruction for 
multilingual learners?



Resources



ACCESS Resources
• RIDE Assessment Results: www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results

(includes resources to support interpretation of results, ISR shells and translations) 

• Released Items: www.ride.ri.gov/Released-Items

• RIDE Resources for Families: www.ride.ri.gov/Families

• Interpretive guides for score reports: ACCESS 2.0 and Alternate ACCESS

• WIDA Can Do Descriptors

• WIDA ELD Standards
• RI Assessment Data Portal:

o Public: https://lms.backpack.education/public/ride

o Confidential: http://ridemap.ride.ri.gov

o September 2019 Test Coordinator Webinar: information about accessing the RI-ADP

http://www.ride.ri.gov/Assessment-Results
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Released-Items
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Families
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Interpretive-Guide.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Alt-Interpretive-Guide.pdf
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/can-do/descriptors
https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld
https://lms.backpack.education/public/ride
http://ridemap.ride.ri.gov/


Thank you!

If you have questions about this presentation, please contact assessment@ride.ri.gov

mailto:assessment@ride.ri.gov

