[date]

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Rhode Island is among a group of ten leading states that make up the National Center and State Consortium (NCSC). Together, over the last three years, we developed new alternate assessments. Beginning March 30, 2015, these new alternate assessments will be given for the first time to all students who meet the eligibility criteria. Rhode Island educators helped to develop these next-generation tests in math, ELA, and writing that are of exceptional quality and will measure students’ content knowledge and key skills. 

The NCSC Alternate Assessments (which are replacing the RIAA Mathematics, Reading, and Writing portfolio tests) were pilot tested twice in our state. The first pilot test was administered last spring and the second pilot test was given in October, 2014.  This was a voluntary process so your child may not have participated at that time. These two pilot tests provided important information to the states and we were able to make refinements to further ensure that each student’s needs are met and they have the greatest possible opportunity to show us what they know and can do.

While this test is going to be delivered online, we know some students will not be able to interact with the computer on their own.  In addition to the online test platform being able to work with many assistive technology devices, teachers can also use a paper copy and apply many other accommodations and supports in order to address the student’s unique needs. Please discuss any accommodations and other supports with your child’s teacher. The states that designed NCSC provided teachers with many options for administering the test to your child. 

Thank you for your continued involvement in and support of your child's education. If you wish to learn more about NCSC, please visit www.ride.ri.gov/NCSC to view the Parent FAQ under the NCSC tab or ask your child's teacher or principal.

Sincerely,


[District/LEA Superintendent]
