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SCORE POINT 3 (EXAMPLE B)

The response takes a position (it was not fair), and clearly explains its reasoning (small fi sh could still 
enter the closed cages, only 10% of area harvested).
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SCORE POINT 2

The response takes a position (it was not fair), and generally explains its reasoning (sunfi sh smaller than
6 in. could get into closed cages).

SCORE POINT 1

The response takes a position (it was fair) and lists a couple of reasons why it was fair. It is unclear how 
the reasons show that the test was fair based on the level of explanation.

y
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SCORE POINT 0

The response does not address the question.

y
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Broad Area of Inquiry:  Conducting Investigations
Inquiry Construct 10: Summarize results based on data.

u  What conclusions can you make about the relationship among the number of sunfi sh, the number of 
weevils, and the growth of EWM in a lake? Use data from Graph 1, Graph 2, and Graph 3 to support your 
conclusions.

Scoring Guide

Score Description

3
Response draws a conclusion about the relationship among the number 
of sunfi sh, the number of weevils, and EWM growth. Response uses 
data from Graphs 1, 2, and 3 to thoroughly support the conclusion.

2
Response draws a conclusion about the relationship among the number 
of sunfi sh, the number of weevils, and/or EWM growth. Response uses 
data from Graphs 1, 2, and/or 3 to generally support the conclusion. 

1

Response draws a conclusion about the relationship between the number 
of sunfi sh, the number of weevils, and/or EWM growth or response 
may use data from Graphs 1, 2, and/or 3 to minimally describe the 
relationship.

0 Response does not contain any correct elements or is irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:

If the response is unexpected, with no data, no credit can be given because it cannot 
be determined whether response demonstrates logical thinking.

While the expected response is “more fi sh means less weevils means more EWM,” 
conclusions with “less EWM” are acceptable because the data in Graph 3 year 2000 
suggest less EWM growth.

Similarly, the conclusion that “no conclusions can be drawn about EWM growth” is 
also acceptable, since one year there was less growth and one year there was more 
growth. In all cases, consider the response’s use of data when deciding if response’s 
conclusions are valid.
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SCORE POINT 3

The response clearly draws a conclusion (more sunfi sh leads to less weevils, which means more EWM), 
and uses data from all three graphs to thoroughly support its conclusion.
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u

SCORE POINT 2

The response generally draws a conclusion (the relationship between the three populations is very strong), 
and discusses two graphs to generally support its conclusion.



42NECAP_2009_Grade 8_Science Released Support Materials

NECAP 2009 RELEASED INQUIRY TASK
GRADE 8 SCIENCE

u 

SCORE POINT 1

The response draws a conclusion (more sunfi sh, less weevils, more EWM; less sunfi sh, more weevils, less 
EWM). The response does not support its conclusion with any information from the graphs.

u 

SCORE POINT 0

The conclusion is too vague to score without any further discussion.
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Broad Area of Inquiry:  Developing and Evaluating Explanations
Inquiry Construct 13:  Communicate how scientifi c knowledge applies to explain results, propose further 

investigations, or construct and analyze alternative explanations.

i  What advice could Lenore and the other ecology club members give to ecologists to help control EWM in 
Two Island Lake? Use specifi c data and evidence to support the advice.

Scoring Guide

Score Description

2
Response advises adding weevils to the lake and/or controlling the fi sh 
population in order to control the EWM in the lake. Refers to information 
from the investigation to support the advice.

1
Response advises adding weevils to the lake and/or controlling the fi sh 
population in order to control the EWM in the lake.

0 Response does not contain any correct elements or is irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:

No points given to suggestions that are not related to the investigation (poison, relocation, 
etc.)
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SCORE POINT 2

The response gives a good piece of advice (add weevils, not sunfi sh) and supports the advice with 
evidence from the investigation.
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SCORE POINT 1

The response provides a good piece of advice, but does not support the advice with information from the 
investigation.

i

SCORE POINT 0

The response does not provide a relevant piece of advice.


