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INTRODUCTION

In 2010, the Rhode Island General Assembly created a new formula for dis-
bursing state education aid to school districts. Under this student-centered
funding formula, districts receive a basic per-pupil funding amount for each
enrolled student and an additional 40 percent of that amount for each low-
income student. Of the total designated funding amount for each district, the
state covers a portion with state revenues and the district covers a portion
with local revenues; higher-wealth districts are responsible for a greater
share of their total funding than lower-wealth districts. The state also offers
a limited amount of additional funding to districts to cover expenses such as
extraordinary special education costs, career and technical education pro-
grams and early childhood programs.*

The funding formula will not be fully phased in until 2020. However,
the Rhode Island House of Representatives recently revisited the formula
through a special commission, which released its final report in May 2015.2
In response, Governor Raimondo has created a working group of stakehold-
ers from across the state to examine the report’s findings and to determine if
any adjustments are needed to the funding formula.

With the spotlight cast on school funding in Rhode Island, RI-CAN be-
lieves it is important that the public has access to the most recent data on
school funding (from 2012-2013 and 2013--2014) all in one place. We hope
these data will help inform parents, district officials, lawmakers and other in-
terested community members as conversations around the funding formula
unfold.
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STATE-LEVEL DATA

ke many states, per-pupil expenditures in Rhode Island have been growing
over time (in real dollars). This trend has abated since the economic
downturn in 2008, however. Since that time, per-pupil expenditures have
remained essentially flat.

CURRENT EXPENDITURES® PER PUPIL FOR PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS IN RHODE ISLAND (CONSTANT 2013-~2014 DOLLARS)

20,000 . e e e et e e 1L e e e e e e

15,000
12,500
10,000
7,500

00

2,500

$12,794  $14,301 $16,048 $15,886 $15,808

2002-2002° 2004-2005 2007-2008 2010-2011 2013-2014°

Notes:

2013-2014 data are from the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE), while data for years
2001-2002, 2004-2005, 2007-2008 and 2010-201! are from the U.8. Department of Education (USDOE).
It was necessary to use two data sources due to data limitations on the RIDE website and because only the
USDOE presents data in constant 2013-2014 dollars (i.e., only the USDOE adjusts
for inflation over time). As a result of using two data sources, there may be discrepancies between
2013-2014 and earlier years based on differences in data classification and data collection methodology.

1. Both RIDE data and USPOE data exclude capital outlays and debt service expenditures and include
public charter school expenditures.

2. RIDE data excludes expenditures funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009,

3. USDOE per-pupil expenditures are calculated using fall enrollment, while RIDE per-pupil expenditures
are calculated using average daily membership (enrollment averaged over the course of the school year).

. Average daily membership is calculated by dividing the aggregate days of student meimbership (enrollment)

by total school days.?

SROTLIGHT ON SCHOODL FUNDING



STATELEYEL DATA

Rhode Island’s per-pupil spending in 2011-2012 placed it above the nationa
average and in the top ten states nationwide. Rhode I sland has company

in its regional peers; each of the six New England states place inthetop 15

in per-pupil spending nationally. Other northeastern states such as New York,
New Jersey and Pennsylvania also top the national spending charts.

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL FOR PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS, 2011-2012 {REPORTED IN 2013-2014 DOLLARS)’

STATES CURRENT EXPENDITURES STATES CURRENT EXPEND{ITURES STATES CURRENT EXPENDITURES

1. NEW YORK $20,027 18. 0HIO $11,691 34. KENTUCKY $9,630

2. NEW JERSEY $18,567 19. NORTH DAKOTA $11,611 35. GRORGIA $9,574
3.ALASKA $18,044 20. WISCONSIN $11,599 36. SOUTH CAROLINA $9 372

4. CONNECTICUT $17.403 21. MINNESOTA $11,131 37. NEW MEXICO $9,306

5 VERMONT $17.193 22, LOUISIANA £11,075 38. COLORADO 48,874

6. WYOMING $16,508 UNITED STATES $11.014 39.50UTH DAKOTA $8.,8

7.RHODE ISLAND $15,666 23. VIRGINIA $11,002 40. ALABAMA $8,856

8. MASSACHUSETTS $15,327 24, MONTANA 410,913 41. FLORIDA $8,797
9. MARYLAND $14,322 25. MICHIGAN $10,817 42 TENNESSEE $8,625

10, NEW HAMPSHIRE $14,222 26. I0WA

$10,353 43. TEXAS 38,480
11. DELAWARE $14,022 27. KANSAS $10,347 44. NORTH CAROLINA $8,425
12. PENNSYLVANIA $£13,517 28, WASHINGTON $9,930 45. NEVADA 8,394

13. MAINE $12,736 29.INDIANA $9,899 46. MISSISSIPPI $3,361

14. ILLINOIS $12,402 30. ARKANSAS $9,846 47. OKLAHOMA $2,015
15. HAWAII $12,382 31. MISSOURI $9.823 48. ARIZONA $7.622
16, NEBRASKA $12,018 32. OREGON $9,793 49, IDAHO $6,842

17. WEST VIRGINIA $11,955 33. CALIFORNIA $9,633 50. UTAH $6,650

Note: State disparities in current per-pupil expenditures may exist based on what states classify as
current expenses (for example, states set different capitalization thresholds that determine which expenses
qualify as capital outlays and which do not®).
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*“sveral revenue streams support per-pupil spending. In 2011-2012, local
Junding generated the majority of Rhode Island’s education revenue.
Only eight states saw a lower percentage of their education revenue generated
at the state level than Rhode Island.

PERCENTAGE OF REVENUES FOR PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS
BY SOURCE, 2011-2012 (REPORTED IN 2011-2012 DOLLARS)?

J w2 § w 3 § w3

STATES ﬁ é w § STATES @ g § STATES E g §
1 vERMONT 8 88 4 lsamkansas 13 52 35 girexas 13 41, 46
ﬁ, HAWAII -' 131 85 2  19. WYOMING 9 51 ‘ 40 35.ARIZON1; 15 41 44
saswusmico 15, 68 17 20.Nowtspasora 15 50 57 semams 9 40 51
_.‘-}:'ALASKA ‘- 14 : 65 | 21 ;1.Mlss“;:‘ssmp1 18 49 33 37NEWJERSE‘;_540*55
MINNESOTA 7 64 29 22, 0REGON 103 49 4] 38.NEW YORK 7 39 g;l
6ipARO 14 63 23 23.oxLamoma 14 49 37 somassacmoserrs 7 39 54
.NoRTHCaRoLia 14,60 26 Ziwowrana 14 48 39 s.cosweemcur 5 39 56
8. WA“SHINGTON 9 59 32  25.S0UTH CARO—;;NA 11 46 44 41 vIRGINTA 9 | 38m5é
oomiawARs 13 50 29 e7mwwmssse 14 45 41 2 moveisians | 10 37 53
10.wssTviRoIvA 1258030 uwmvstavss 10 45 45 43 riompa 13 36 51
11. MICHIGAN 11 57 32 27.10WA 9 44 47 ;14. ;EW H-XMPSHIRE 7 36¢57
12camronnia 13 56 31 momo | 10 4446 45 rewsvivawia 6 36 56
iBatasama 12 5533 mowiscowsin O 44 47 s6wevaoa 10 35 57
14. KANSAS - 8 55 36  30.MARYLAND 6. 44 50 ;;.“ILLINO‘IAS 8 32 6OH
savpiana 10 55 36 dLcotomavo 8 43 48 4essoom 10 32 58
lo.xENTucky 141 54 32 s2iowisiama 17 43 40 ao.mesmaska 10 31 60
17. UTaH 10 52 38 33, GEORGIA 11 43 . A:ES 50. 50UTH DAK(;)TA 17 31 53

“Wote: Data have been rounded to the nearest whole number. Therefore, percentages may not add to 100.

g SEOTLIGHY ON SOHOOL FUNDING



Although more recent national data are not yet available from the U.S.
Department of Education, we can look to more recent state data from

the Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) to see If the percentage
of revenues coming from federal, state and local sources has changed
significantly since 2011-2012. The table below shows that, according

to RIDE, the majority of Rhode Island’s education revenue still dertved from
local sources in 2013-2014.

PERCENTAGE OF REVENUES FOR PUBLIC ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS BY
SOURCE, RHODE ISLAND, 2013-2014 (REPORTED IN 2013-2014 DOLLARS)®

55.17%

STATE

8.4%

S - FEDERAL

..26.9%

LOCAL




DISTRICT-LEVEL DATA

" “efore digging into district funding, it is important to examine differences
in student demographics. Rhode Island’s Junding formula provides
additional funding for low-income students (those who are eligible for

Jfree or reduced-price school lunch [FRL]), and it requires districts with

more revenue-generating capacity and lower concentrations of low-income
students to contribute more local revenue. The formula does not provide
additional weighted funding for English-language learners or special
education students, but the core instruction amount provided forin

the formula funds the basic education program, which includes funding
Jfor English-language learners and special education students. The state
also provides additional categorical funding to districts Jor extraordinary

special education costs.

LEA DEMOGRAPHICS, 2013-201412

ELIGIBLE RECEIVING RECEIVING
FOR SUBSIDIZED ESL/BILINGUAL  SPECIAL EDUCATION
LUNCH (FRLY) EDUCATION SERVICES SERVICES
STATEWIDE " 47% é% ' 15%
TﬁR;DITIO_;;L‘—DI;;;IC;;----.-— ) 7 i o - " o 7
pammineToN 6% 1% 11%
BRISTOL-WARREN 36% 3% 12%
};UR;ILLVILLE 35% <1% | 15%
CENr'L:RALMFALLs 7 81% 17.% 20%
cHARIEO 26% <1% 12%
COVENTRY 29% <1% | 13%
CRANSTON 38% 5% 13%
CUMBERL-AND 25% 2% 16%
I:I'AéT GRIZZENWICH 7% <1% 11%
EAST PROVIDENCE 529% 4% | 17%
EXETER-WEST GREENWICH 15% 1% ; 12%
F‘O‘STER 17% : 0% 11%
::'-:._L._.,QSTEE;-GLOCESTER 18% 0% 9%
3 SEOTLHEHT ON SUMOOL FLND NG



DISTRIDT-

ELIGIELE RECEIVING RECEIVIN~.
FOR SUBSIDIZED ESL/BILINGUAL SPECIAL EDUCATION
LUNCH (FRL) EDUCATION SERVICES SERVICES

18% |

11%

GLOCESTER

JAMESTOWN 10% 13%

JOBNSTON 45%

27% |
15%

LINCOLN

LITTLE COMPTON

MIDDLETOWN ) 7 o _ _ 29% o 16%
NARRAGANSETT T aw 18%
wew sHoREmAM T aw - 18%
NEWPORT e e B . 63% 18%
NORTHKINGSTOWN 2,0;/3 § S 11%
comts provivsNer e 18%
wosts surrasize ' 16% 14%
enwrooker e 14%
ronTsMOUTH | o 15% s
PROVIDENCE R - S . 80% 16%

SCITUATE 17%

SMITHFIELD 16% 1% 10%

SOUTH KINGSTOWN 19%

TIVERTON

WARWICK

WEST WARWICK 52% 17%
WESTERLY 36% | ‘ 16%
WOONSOCKET 75% 8% 21%

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

ACADEMY FOR CAREER EXPLOI;;T;ON o B o R 14%
ACHITYBMENT FIRST PROVIDENCE 7%
seacon 16%
gLA;KSTC;N‘E ACADEMY 17%

BELACKSTONE VALLEY PREP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 1

BLACKSTONE VALLEY PREP ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 2




ELIGIBLE
FOR SUBSIDIZED
LUNCH {FRL)

RECEIVING
ESL/BILINGUAL
ERUCATION SERVICES

RECEIVING
SPECIAL EDUCATION
SERVICES

62% |

BLACKSTONE VALLEY PRE? MIDDLE SCHOOL
6% . 0% | 18%

15% 12%

COMPASS SCHOOL

HIGHLANDER o o 78% N 13% 11%
INTERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL 60% 38% N 8%
KINGS':;(MJN HILL T ‘“':2"1% | 0% 14%
;ﬁARNING COMM UNI"E.‘_Y_"W - — 87% N 31‘% ] | 14%
NEW ENGLAND LAB;RERS i o 44% - 0% ‘ 31%
paUL cuPrEE o - 68% o s% 19%

RI NURSES MIDDLE LEVEL COLLEGE 87% <1% 6%

SEGUE INSTITUTE Q3% 16%

SKIP NOWELL LEADERSHIP ACADEMY I 62% 12%

SKIP NOWELL LEADERSHIP ACADEMY II 32% 12% 17%

15%

25% 0% |

THE GREENE SCHOOL

75% | 8% 7%

"MES 2 ACADEMY

TRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 88% 1% 7%

VILLAGE GREEN VIRTUAL SCHOOL 89% 2% 5%

STATE OPERATED & OTHER SCHOOLS

DAVIES CAREER & TECH 65% . 2% | 11%
MET CAREER & TECH 71% <1% 16%
RI SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 64% 0% 95%

UCAP

o



DIBTRICT-LEVEL DATA

Despite the majority of Rhode Island education revenues originating from
local sources, in many cases, the funding formula is working as intended

by providing extra state support to low-income districts. For example,

state dollars comprise the majority of revenues in low-income districts such
as Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence and Woonsocket.

The table below also shows that almost all state revenues are unrestricted.
This is by design. The new system of state education aid includes only a
limited number of categorical (restricted) state funding programs and
instead provides most education aid through flexible per-pupil dollars that

follow students.

PERCENTAGE OF LEA REVENUE BY SOURCE, 2013-2014%?

UNRESTRICTED
RESTRICTED
UNRESTRICTED
RESTRICTED
APPROPRIATIONS®
DONATIONS

. OTHER*

EDERA.. C e e
STATEWIDE T 1 4% | 7 l% 34 3% O 8%77;” 529% O A% o 32%
e 08% e P 1%...‘...86 9%,,%,,‘.,0 O%..E_._ L
e 'o ol 50% 29 e 0 - o pr
S 1 =y : o © 1%_ ___O T -o,o%' e
emNTRAL FALLS a 0% 17.6% 79. 6% 0.7%  0.0% 0.1° 1% .1...0%

CHARTHO O7%§ 33%5221%5 12%'662%5 02%: 63%

COVENTRY 10%; 4.6% 29.3% 07%:615%3 01%‘ 2.8%

CRANSTON 1 l% | 2% 28.9% | O 5% 61 6% 0 2% 1.6%

CUMBERLAND 0.8% 5 3% 24.9%  04% 658% 0. 0% - 28%
S 8/2 i . Sy " .
e O%.V T AR e
EXETEAR-WESTGREENWI CH S -“.-‘-‘O,B%V‘\ "“3.1%";‘”20 0% 7”2,3%“- 771. 6%7?” 0. O%“?“ " 22%
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FEDERAL STATE LOCAL
.

FOSTER

15%;

51%-

| OTHER®

257%2 0.0% .

66.7%

0.1%

06%'

“__;ADEMY FOR CAREER EXPLORATION

P

02%
07%
0.1%

140%'572%?
"m651%{
0.5% -
o4%m§02%;
_m758%?

90.4%

0.1%

b e

90.4% |

OO%; .
01%2

65.7% , 0.4%

0.1% 1
0.0%
0.0% o

15%

O7%

DO%

850%;

0.8%

942%,

587%5

01%i
0.8% -

ll%_

07%

0.0%

0.9%
0.7%

05%

06%

0.1%

09%

0.2% .
251%;

0.2%

OO% 779%§

80.9%

722%2

0.2%

61.8%
72.3%

767%‘ 17%

S

31.8% |

79 5% i
0.0%

0.2% .
0.0%
0.0%

O l%
C. O% L
0.3% .

74 8%
O 2%

714%‘
552%‘

0.3%

4.4%

FOSTER-GLOCESTE!; 7 - i 0.4% : 2.9% - 20.6% ;
crocesten 1% 46%7275%5
samesrown 13%  34%  30%
JOHNSTON ) ﬁ 71 6% “4 5% ) 22’3% “
LncoLN S 1sw ssw 172%
urriE comeron 02% 33%  52% O
wippLETOWN o  3e% 36% 24.4% 0.1
NARRAGANSETT C 10%! 32%  6.3%
NEW sHOREHAM *iz%;g1w5”17%f“
" MWPORT 7 - ) 2 9% 75% “ 27.3% :
NORTH KINGSTOWN  os% 36% 17.0% O
NomTH pROVIDENCE L7%  5.a4% 20.0% 11
NoRTH SmiTHFIELD ”“iO%;”ss% éié%?w
PA\-VT-U.(-IKET o - 1 1% 12. 7% 59. 6%
PORTSI\;(:I:T:!'HW ) — 1.2% | “2 9% 13’; O%
PROVIDENCE - ”“”"18%17134%J'524%:
SCITUATE_ - WO 7% ¢ 4_0% 15 9%
SMITHFIELD 7 S “.-.-."0,6% “3 4% ‘ 14 2%
SOUTHKINGSTOWN o - 09% 3 0% " 13.2% 2
nvestow  13% 35% 188% 0.
WARWICK o 11%4 3%, 204%
wesT wamwick  08% 60% 365% 0.
WESTERLY e e e e e 19%,39% e
woowsocker  17% 152% 622%
L CHARTER‘;_CH,;.O..L_S__. e O

3.4%

0.7%

798%1 02%

20 9%‘

0.0% .
O 3% .

0.0%

72.0% 0.1%

C.0%

1.7%



ACHIEVEMENT FIRST PROVIDENCE

BEACON

BLACKSTONE ACADEM;H
.B”L‘J;CI."[ST‘ONE VALLEY PREP

compass scmoor
HIGI%.LA;N‘DlE;.R‘ ‘

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL

KINGSTON HILL

LEARNING COMMUNITY

NEW ENGLAND LABORERS

PAUL CUFFEE

RI NUSES MIDDLE LEVEL COLLEGE
e
SKIP NOWELL LEADERSHIP ACADEMY
THE GREENE SCHOOL

TIMES 2 ACADEMY

TRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

VILLAGE GREEN VIRTUAL SCHOOL
STAfE opeﬁ;«rso & OTHER 5CHOOLS
DAVIES CAREER & TECH

MET CAREER & TECH -

RI SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

UCAP

UNRESTRICTED

RESTRICTED

FEDRDERAL

0.3%

e
| "775 5%73"
” 75 4%”?
s

48%
08%:

21%?

0.0%

0.0%
Tlow
oo’
”‘81%5

38%

7.1%

41%?

05%?

3.3% |
71%

00%?
0.1%
1.7%

47%

62%

93%
46%
2.6%

67%5

lO 5%

57%
76%

OO%

77%

45%

75%

14 8%
6.2%

7 O%
26 8%

3 8%
3.2%

8.5%

69%_

! UNRESTRICTED

STATE
C304%
C517%
T
e
Coo1s%
53.5%
57.0%
Co17%
T 63.0%
s
63.6%
59.5%
C708%
' 63.0%
Cz6.9%
OO%”672%5

e
Ca471% o

78 O%-
T
-89 5%”? -
R

| RESTRICTED

0.0%

0.8%

0.4%

16% 0
S
o
S
T
e
11%
0.0%
0.0% 0
OO%EW
S

0.0%

| APPROPRIATIONS*

0.0%
00%‘

0.0%
0.0%

OO%‘

00%§

0.0%
00%?

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%
0.0%
0.0%

OO%E
0.0%

8.4%
01%‘
0.0%

24%‘
1.4%
06%'

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

0.0%

00%?
00%’

00%5

0.0%

| DONATIONS

LOCAL

51 5%

48%f
7.3%

43%

2.0%

0.4% 68
S
VOO%i
12% 2

11%
0.0% 2
0.9% 58
ICO%T

12%

38%

Note: *Local appropriations are sent to public charter schools and state operated schools in the form
of “tuition” dollars from sending districts. RIDE places these “tuition” dollars in the “other” local revenue

category for reporting purposes, but these dollars originate from local appropriations.

0.8%

09%:

1.0%

OO%

01%'
1.6%
00%'

. OTHER*

13 5%

35 8%
16.5%
31.7%

73 l%

26 4%
28, 3%

68 O%
18 O%
50 5%

25.9‘?

31 7%

13 5%
22 1%
55 l%.
24 3%
22 l%
22.3%

]-_.2.6;’/.(;
17.2%
2.9%
69.1%



" “he data also show that there are significant per-pupil revenue disparities
between districts. Districts with high proportions of low-income students
(for example, Pawtucket and Woonsocket) often bring in lower revenues
than the state average, despite the fact that the new funding formula
provides additional dollars for low-income students. These disparities also
affect certain public charter schools; for example, Blackstone Valley Prep
(a Mayoral Academy) receives well below the state average in revenues
despite more than three in five students being eligible for free or reduced-
price lunch. Still, other low-income districts are receiving substantial
revenues that are, in some cases, higher than revenues in higher-income
districts. As the funding formula continues to phase in, low-income districts
should see higher levels of state education aid, a feature designed to level
the playing field with higher-income districts.

LEA REVENUE PER PUPIL, 2013-2014 (INCLUDES ALL FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL
LVENUE, INCLUDING DONATIONGS) 1S

PERCENTAGE QF STUDENTS ELIGIBLE

REVENUE PER PUPIL FOR SUBSIDIZED LUNCH

S  g1e4ma O aw
TRADITIONAL DISTRICTS - T -
sarmvgron ) $14.718 6%
BRISTOLWARRE; e e e $16951 “-_WB 6%
sumRmLLvILLE Cs13e70, 35y
CEN'IA'-RAL FALLSWIM o - B $i7,926 81%
CHARIHO e $18‘,O7l‘.h.m . - 26%
COVENTRY e et e e e —— — 7$14!~é 41 S Wég%
cRANSTON $14,940 . A 3%
CUMBERLAN,D S i} ; - S $13093 e e e e e 2,5%
EASTGREENWIC,H, et e ,$1523l S __7%
;AST PROVIN]‘)-ENCE $15,218 - 52"/(;
EXETER-WEST GREENwicE T sogar, 15%
_);I.ER e ettt o e $16'£1‘,42 . S fil—]%



REVENUE PER PUPIL

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ELIGIE
FOR SUBSIDIZER LUN.

FOSTER-GLOCESTER ‘ $21,197 ’ 18%
crocsten  $19.596 S 18%
JAMESTOWN S . $24914 - 10%
me;m m$16,9£4‘ M 27—‘%
LITTLE COMPTON N  g27240 ) 15%
wioDLETOWN 16483 ' 2%
NEW SHOREHAM S . $ 40743 B 11 %
NEWPO e S $ 19607 e e 63%
NORTH KINGSTOWN 16057 0%
NORTH PROVIDENCE C sy 6%
NORTH sMITHFIELD Cs4622 16%
PAWT UCKET ) . $13 696 S 78%
pomsmum $15007 e 1':

PROVIDENCE IR : $17106 S 80%
scrrvare $16581 T
SMITHFIRLD  $14890 1%
WARWICK B . . $19049 e 34%
o sTwuwch $ 16 574 e e 52%
{a};_«;mku ; $18915 S 36%
WOONSOCKET - . $13702 e 75%

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

ACADEMY FOR CAREER EXPLORATION

ACHIEVEMENT FIRST PROVIDENCE

$18.171

* $32,065

Note: *Achievement First Providence opened its first school in 2013-2014. Approximately half of its per-pupil
revenues for 2013-2014 came from contributions and donations from private sources necessary to cover
the start-up costs of opening the school. Per-pupil revenues are not anticipated to be as high in subsequent years.



REVENUE PER PUPIL

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS ELIGIBLE
FOR SUBSIDIZED LUNCH

BEACON

$14,371

46%

BLACKSTONE ACADEMY

$15,359

83%

BLACKSTONE VALLEY PREP

$14,731

{depending on school) 61-64%

COMPASS SCHOOL

$16,074

&%

HIGHLANDER

$17.686

78%

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOQOL

$15,510

60%

KINGSTON HILL

$16,418

21%

LEARNING COMMUNITY

$17,225

87%

NEW ENGLAND LA;;RERS o o 7 N $l2_467 L . 44%
PavL cuFrER ) $16,199 68%
1717;71;1"1;3335 MIDPLE LEVEL COLLEGE $16,953 87%
seeum nsmirwre 316593, 93%
SKIP NOWE--;_I.._.UlI;EADERSHIP ACADEMY $1607O (dependir;; on sch0<;l) 32-62%
THE GR;:ENE SCHO.DL $15,228 25%
| M];S?'ACAD,EMY U S $16139 . 75%
CRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS  $17 736 T ey
VILLA(;E GREEN VIRTUAL éCHOO#l h $£19,432 89%
state ovemated s otwenscwoos 7 : '
bAviEs cameen & rox $19.792 o 65%
MET (N'.;AREIEIX- & TECH Ligi;,727 71%
wscmoor rom taE pEAT $103730 “  eax%

UCAP

$18,677



DISTMCT-LEYEL DATA

STATE AND LOCAL REVENUES PER PUPIL, 2012-20131

RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT POVERTY LEVEL REVENUES PER PUPIL
 $13,554
© $15137

HIGHEST POVERTY

2ND QUARTILE

3RD QUARTILE

LOWEST POVERTY $14,865

As we might expect, per-pupil expenditures tend to closely track
per-pupil revenues.

LEA CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL, 2013-20141
(EXCLUDES CAPITAL OUTLAYS AND DEBT SERVICE'®)

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL

STATEWIDE $15,808

TRADITIONAL DISTRICTS

BARRINGTON 414,386

BRISTOL-WARREN

$15,670

BURRILLVILLE $13,611
CENTRAL FALLS $17.,259
%$16,531

$14,081

CHARIHO

COVENTRY
CRANSTON $14,498
$12,796

CUMBERLAND

GLOCESTER $17,358

EXETER-WEST GREENWICH

FOSTER-GLOCESTER

vl



DISTRICT-LEVEL DATA

CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL

JAMESTOWN $24,196

JOHNSTON $17,185

LINCOLN $16,993

LITTLE COMPTON $28,768

MIDDLETOWN $16,300

NARRAGANSETT $19,586

NEW SHOREHAM $39,328

NEWPORT

$19,725

NORTH KINGSTOWN $15,421

NORTH PROVIDENCE $14,687

NORTH SMITHFIELD

$14,277
PAWTUCKET $13,497

PORTSMOUTH $14,664
$16,736
$15,497

PROVIDENCE

- MITUATE

SMITHFIELD $314,972

SOUTH KINGSTOWN $17.819

$16,372

TIVERTON

WARWICK $17,944

WEST WARWICK

$15,405

WESTERLY

$18.,805

$12,948

WOONSOCKET

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

$18,675

ACADEMY FOR CAREER EXPLORATION

ACHIEVEMENT FIRST PROVIDENCE $20,185

- $12,947

BEACON

BLACKSTONE ACADEMY $13,831
BLACKSTONE VALLEY PREP $12,665
COMPASS SCHOOL $14,842

HiGHLANDER

b ATERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL

$13,521

DTLIGHT ON SCHOOL FUNDING



CURRENT EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL

$15,193

KINGSTON HILL
LEARNING COMMUNITY
NEW ENGLAND LABORERS

PAUL CUFFEE

BRI NURSES MIDDLE LEVEL COLLEGE

SEGUE INSTITUTE -

SKn; VI\VYOWEL.;LWI‘E;‘ADERSHIP ACADEMY

TVHE GI;BII:';II;SCNQOOL - N

’I'!MES 2 A(_;ADEMY o

TRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

VILLAGE GREEN VIRTUAL SCHOOL '
S.TATE C;P"ERATEDHS-; .O‘THER Vsrcmﬂom.s o

DAVIES CAREER & TECH

MET CAREER & TECH
RI SCHOQL FOR THE DEAF

UCAP

| $15,260
316,238
$14,846
$13.71
 $15.408
$12,385
14,069
e
1$17.840

$14,190

$19,902

$17,713
$102,915
$17.816



DISTRICT-LEVEL DATA

*he table below shows the amount that local education agencies spent
on each special education student, on average, in 2012-2013. The figures
illustrate that districts spend significantly more per pupil on special
education students than on students overall. The numbers also show that
per-pupil special education spending varies sign ificantly between local

education agencies.

LEA SPECIAL EDUCATION EXPENDITURES PER PUPIL, 2012~-2013%Y

TOTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION
EXPENDITURES (EXCLUDING CAPITAL
OUTLAYS AND DEBT SERVICE)

ADJUSTED PER PUPIL
SPECIAL EDUCATION

EXPENDITURES BASED ON FTES

STATEWIDE $486 701 691 $62 l37
TRADITIONAL DISTRICTS _ 7 '
BARRINGTON $lO";3_56 446 $72,027
ustoL-warses - $10,045262 -  $52.897
BURRILLVILLE o ‘ - N . $7,409,805 _ - 7 $54831
CENTRAL FALLS $12,912,110 $34.137
cmamimo 7 ) "”é’,ﬁé’;’é’é’i,éga} - 7""5"5“6-,'5@52
coventy - T T sua3a0 358?7‘““ T sarser
crANSTON | $36,318,693 $55,362
CUMBERLAND h $1o,714,777m -  sas 842
east oREENWICH - $8,291, 097?% - _ w$93 986
;EAST provIDENCE $24 177.420 ) $55,869
EXETER-WEST GREENWICH - $7.860.767 . s78.c 592
e — T
;IOSTER--(_&'-;;-(—ZESTER ) $225122O ” $49985
svoczster ) - $1,665, 948“? 7  gs302
ssmzsows B m 2,680, 730 363,785
JOHNSTON $14,638,086 $44,142
wscos T  g12011626  $70,693
Lodrrie comeron W  s975122 O $59,332
i RE FAMT ON STHO0L DiAG



MIDDLETOWN
NARRAGANSETT

NEW SHOREHAM

TOTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION
EXPENDITURES (EXCLUDING CAPITAL
QUTLAYS AND DEBT SERVICE)

ADJUSTED PER PUP.
SPECIAL EDUCATION
EXPENDETURES BASED ON FTES

$8 257 752

$6 068 842 |

$63 174
$81,763

NEWPORT

NORTH KINGSTOWN

NORTH PROVIDENCE

NORTH SMITHFIELD

PAWTUCKET

PORTSMOUTH

$93,963

$7 594 28

PROVIDENCE
SCI'Vl‘rUAT‘;!“ |
swrrarE
SO0UTH KINGSTO-WN

TIVERTON

WEST WARWICK

WARWICK
WESTERLY

WOONSQCKET

$8 896 739 :
$13 619 522VL,,A
- $ll 742 885 S

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS 7
Acm;;n.w FOR CAHEER EXE;-LIORA;PION. $415,199
BE;(IZONWCHAR-'.E:ER 7 |
BLACKSTONE ACADEMY

BLACKSTONE VALLEY PREP

COMPASS

HIGHLANDER

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL $304 083

KINGSTON HILL

$217.828

$916 060

uwsaze

| $46,9320
954,848
$48, 329
U$51 295
-$38,995
B “$67 367
“$32 230
”$48,246
$65.585
385,039
o

$29,614
$46.311
 $54,478
$25,636

$67,501
$34,862

$289, 256
$1013,653

$275.482

$38,754
5557,907
$88 180

LEARNING COMMUNITY

NEW ENGLAND LABORERS

PAUL CUFFEE

$595,317 f

$315,436

$89 204
$119 689
$128 460

$956.350

$1 029, 201

$115 114

$72,177
$20,36"
$A41 44



TOTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION
EXPENDITURES (EXCLUDING CAPITAL
OUTLAYS AND DEBT SERVICE)

ADJUSTED PER PUPIL
SPECIAL EDUCATION
EXPENDITURES BASED ON FTES

RI NURSES MIDDLE LEVEL COLLEGE $152,249 |

$125,245

$334,221

SEGUE INSTITUTE

$19,240

THE GREENE SCHOOL $162,855

$26,741

$290,168 |

$65,219

TIMES 2 ACADEMY

$115,782

TRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

373,267

STATE OPERATED & OTHER SCHOOLS

DAVIES CAREER & TECH

$1,822,620

$112,227

$1,090,415

MET CAREER & TECH

$114,708

RI SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF $4,860,402

$59,677



DIBTRICT-LEVEL DATA

Just as there is variation in per-pupil special education expenditures, there
is also substantial variation in the percentage of local education agency
budgets dedicated to special education expenses. In general, traditional
school districts spend a larger portion of their budgets on special education
compared to public charter schools.

This table also shows that the percentage of expenses dedicated to
special education does not always correlate with the percentage of students
recetving special education services. For example, the first two districts
listed below—Barrington and Bristol-Warren—spend 23 percent and
20 percent of their budgets on special education, while special education
students comprise 11 percent and 12 percent of their respective student
populations. The first two public charter schools listed below—Academy
for Career Exploration and Achievement First Providence—spend roughly
9 and 8 percent of their budgets on spectal education, while special
education students comprise 14 percent and 7 percent of their respective
student populations.

LEA EXPENDITURES BY PROGRAM
(EXCLUDING CAPITAL OUTLAYS AND DEBT SERVICE), 20013-201418
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TRADITIONAL DISTRICTS
BARRINGTON 71.8% 232% 02% 05%  06%  3.7% 11% 1%
BRISTOL-WARREN 896%: 197% 0.3% 08%' 09% 87%: 12% 3%
BURRILLVILLE 72.4%  23.5%: 0.68% 0.1%: 0.1% 2.4% 15% <1..
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CENTRAL FALLS

Cc HA_R IH O-m o ‘
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CUMBERLAND
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JAMESTOWN
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NEWPORT 64.1% ‘ 19 5% .

NORTH KINGSTOWN
NORTH PROVIDENCE

NORTH SMITHFIELD
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DIBTRICT-LEVEL DATA

prOVIDENCE
SCITU;\;I'I;
Sh&ITHFI};LD
SO'[;'TH"K;I\;GSTVOWN

TIVERTON

WARWICK

WEST WARWICK
WESTERLY
WOONSOCEKET

PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

ACADEMY FOR CAREER EXPLORATION

ACHIEVEMENT FIRST PROVIDENCE

BEACON

BLACKS'I-‘.C;I;IE ;&CADEMY
BL;CKSTONE VALLEY PREP
C;él;&PAéS VSVL;!I;IOOL

HIGHLANDER

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL

KINGSTON HILL
LEARNING COMMUNITY
NEW ENGLAND LABORERS

PAUL CUFFEE

RI NURSES MIDDLE LEVEL COLLEGE

SEGUE INSTITUTE
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e
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71.0%
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82.2%
e
ST
88.5%
85.9% 1
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DISTRICT-LEVEL DATA
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TRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE ‘ 5 ; : ‘
PERFORMING ARTS 81.1% . 9.0% 8.1% - 1.0% O O% : 0.8% 7% . l%
VILLAGE GREEN VIRTUAL SCHOOL 098.3% 0.8% 0.0% 0.0% O O% 0.9% 5% 2%
STATE OPERATED & OTHER SCHOOLS
DAVIES CAREER & TECH 58. 2% : 11.7% 25, O% 0.0% 0.0% 5.1% 11% } 2%
iT CAREER & TECH 1.0% L 77% <. 7% 0.0%. 0.0% 0.6%  16%  <1%
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DIFTRICT-LEY

The table below may shed some light on special education spending
differences. Although many of the data are censored due to student privacy
laws, one can see that some local education agencies have significant

numbers of students with disabilities, such as autism, that may require

additional interventions and, therefore, additional spending.

NUMBER OF SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENTS ENROLLED

IN EACH LEA, BY DISABILITY TYPE, JUNE 20141
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HEYRICT-LEVEL DATA

|

TOTAL SPECIAL EDUCATION
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ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

“apital outlays and debt service expenditures® offer some insight into the
differing costs faced by different types of local education agencies. Most
traditional school districts face minimal debt service obligations, while
many public charter schools incur significant debt service costs. Similarly,
many public charter schools spend significant sums on capital projects
(despite a school housing aid moratorium in place from 2011 through 2015)
while few school districts do.

LEA CAPITAL OUTLAYS AND DEBT SERVICE PER PUPIL, 2013-201422

CAPITAL OUTLAYS DEBT SERVICE
PER PUPIL PER PUPIL

STATEWIDE $153 .

$114

TRADITIONAL DISTRICTS

$o} $33
$510 | $900

BARRINGTON

*ISTOL-WARREN

BURRILLVILLE $1¢ $0

CENTRAL FALLS $0 . %0

$106 $435

CHARIHO

COVENTRY $12 . $0

CRANSTON %1 $C
$121 $0
$101 $0

CUMBERLAND

EAST GREENWICH

EAST PROVIDENCE 72 - %0
$306 $490

FOSTER $132 | $0C

EXETER-WEST GREENWICH

FOSTER-GLOCESTER $53 $4,321

GLOCESTER $9 $0

JAMESTOWN $396 $0

JOHNSTON $6 - $0

LINCOLN $0 $0

TTLE COMPTON $0 %0



ADDITIONAL COMBIRERATIONG

MIDDLETOWN

CAPITAL OUTLAYS
PER PUPIL

DEBT SERVICE

PER PUPIL

$0

NARRAGANSETT

NEW SHOREHAM

NEWPORT

$194

$592
$224
$63

%0
$120
$0

$C

$4

$0
$0

NORTH KINGSTOWN ) $69 %0
&g;;;?;é;;ﬁ;;é;wmﬂu "Nm$iféiwwwm“wwméé
NORTH SMITHFIELD g9 50
;A%;ﬁCKET o ~ - '“ $Oi VVVVV $0
PoRTSMOUTH 672 %0
;;A;}bﬁgégrwwwmm s édg,m”“w“wmmm
— g0 4
é&i%gfIELn “7$iééfer””--”“%b
SOUTH KINGSTOWN es s

TIVER TON R . $ 531 S
WA;%;QQNHHWHVW” .__$476?m_,, ,”$O
WEST WARWICK s %0

WESTERLY

WOONSOCKET

PUBLIC CHARTER 5CHOOLS

$11

ACADEMY FOR CAREER EXPLORATION

ACHIEVEMENT FIRST PROVIDENCE

BEACON

$0
%0

$1,665

$620
$361

BLACKSTONE ACADEMY
BLACKSTONE VALLEY PRE?

COMPASS SCHOOL

HIGHLANDER

INTERNATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL

KINGSTON HILL

LEARNING COMMUNITY
NEW ENGLAND LABORERS

PATUL CUFFEE

$443
$622

$1,507
$433

$710

$1,348

$391

$1,539

$679

L
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CAPITAL QUTLAYS

PER PUPIL

DEBT SERVICE

PER PUPIL

RI NUKSES MIDDLE LEVEL COLLEGE $606 $1,774
SEGUE INSTITUTE $1,54% 3232

SKIP NOWELL LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

$0

THE GREENE SCHOOL $142 | $790
TIMES 2 ACADEMY $400 - $2,509

TRINITY ACADEMY FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

346

VILLAGE GREEN VIRTUAL SCHOOQOL

$1.339

STATE OPERATED & OTHER SCHOQOLS

DAVIES CAREER & TECH

$0

MET CAREER & TECH

$119

RI SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF

UCAP

$0
$0



ARDITIOMNAL COMBIDERATIONE

The table below shows school housing aid reimbursements in the two years
leading up to the housing aid moratorium (the General Assembly lifted the
moratorium in 2015). Although the previous table shows that public charter
schools have significant capital outlays and debt service expenditures,

the data below show that all public charter schools combined received

less housing aid than many individual school districts in 2009-2010 and
2010-2011. According to state law, public charter schools that apply for
reimbursement of construction costs are reimbursed at a flat rate of

30 percent.”* Meanwhile, traditional districts are currently reimbursed

at a rate no lower than 35 percent* and as high as 96.1 percent™ (depending
on local property values and family incomes™).

STATE CONSTRUCTION AID (HOUSING AID) BY COMMUNITY?

TRADITIONAL DISTRICTS

2009-2010

$712,371

2010-2011

$609,990

BARRINGTON

BRISTOL-WARREN  $2440170  $2.131157
PURRILLVILLE §1588.425  §$1,484,.283
cENTRAL PALLS $1935543  $1.599,030
crantmo 1103930 $1,168378
CHARLESTOWN LT N/A o N/A
COVENTRY (S $162657 2 - $1458 782
cransToN 42050819 $2,740,155
CuMBERLAND | $1831329  $1943,330
;Asr GVI;EENWI”C:I:I. ) $28567;1 $39é581
EAST PROVIDENCE | 91156449 $818.408
EXETER-WEST GREENWICH  $901728  $820,705
FOSTE R $27822 N/A
FOSTER-GLOCESTER 34386150  $3.260,890

GLOCESTER

$199,953

$245,279

HOPKINTON

N/A

N/A

R~ AN

L
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ADDETIONAL CONSIDERATIONS

200$-2010 2010-2011
JAMESTOWN $139,224 $137,388
JOHNSTON $511,312 $501,42
Livcory $1,363,574 : $l?;12036
T:.ITTLE COMPTON $39,488 $g8,757
MIDDLETOWN $428028  $318.632
;-;;-;;;ANSETT lllllll i‘;96,649 $608,856
NEW SHOREHAM §236,030  $219.444
newpoRT $623,228 1  $630,776
NORT';WI;INGSTO\-VN _ $l267081 $1217606
Nowtn pROVIDENCE $1,221290  $1.173,268
NORTHM;MITHFIEL;“ o $1,133,701 $1013702
pawtvcker . 32305195 $2,058.878
porTsmovrs ] $670,569 $427,866
PROVIDENCE i M $17,797,981 . $25,879,2;g
' "CHMON]; - N/A N//_ﬂ:
sc;;UATE $259,§_28 $443843
SMITHFIELD $293,343 $324,572
SOUTH KINGSTOWN © $1,042.384 $942,636
—— L ' $766,861:  $876,787
;JVARWICK “ $1,503,438 $1,212,196
WEST \;;;;awxcx $1,251,818 o $548,292
westERLY C $1543070°  $1471.772
\;OONSOCKET $1,762;9lO $5,973,é;g
PUBLIC cHARTER sCHOOLS -
;1-,_1.._;13131“[0 CHARTER scno.;:-n_s28 $l,205,i’;ér $1549295

24 sPoTLM




ADDITIONAL COMNBIDERATIONS

Although public charter schools often spend more than traditional districts
on capital projects and debt service (and land and building rental, as seen
below), districts incur other expenses that public charter schools do not.
For example, districts face costs related to students placed out of district or
in private schools, including out-of-district career and technical education

tuition and transportation for non-public students.

COMPARISON OF TRADITIONAL DISTRICT AND PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL EXPENDITURES

IN SELECT CATEGORIES, 2013-2014%

TRADITIONAL CHARTER
DISTRICT SCHOOL
PER-PUPIL PER-PUPIL
EXPENDITURE  EXPENDITURE
AVERAGE, AVERAGE,
EXPENDITURE CATEGORY 2013-2014 2013-2014
;ﬁT—é;&HSTA;EiCA#%#RANﬁiéECHNiéALED;;;TioﬁggnTtog. - $Sé€” - $0
(;;’VI'-OVF-DISTF:;CT CAREER A;ﬁ' TECHNIV(;;L“EI;I-I”CA'I:IV(V:)N T'RA;\ISPORTATION $9 E $O

&ON-Pﬁ?LI&TEé&BOO%g'v o - - | .. | .$3” |
TRANSPORTATMM«FORNO& g;ﬁLICS;;gENTéV o " $éé; i $C
EARLYINTERVENTIONSCREENINGSERVICES(AGES3l5) 7 7%116; ” $O
ouT- OFIHSTRICTSERVICESFORlS 21 YEAR-OLDS “. .$108¥ $0
IN- ﬁwTRICTSERVICESFonls 21 YEAR-OLDS ) $169 | $46
OUT-OF-DISTRICT SPECIAL EDUCATION TUITION (AGES 5~ 18) o | 460 %28
ouT- OF]HSTRICTSPECIALEDUCATIONTRANSPORTATION(AGESS 18) “$ég‘ "ég
RETIREE HEALTHCARE “ ”$25077 ‘.$O
I&:;;;;RIC£fRANS;ORTATibN $§92; | $7C9
I;El;Ts;ﬁ;'ICE-”“w - o $77H | m”$514
LAND AQD BUfLDING ;ENTAL $5‘ R $433
é#?;;AL ?ROJEC%S’" h ) URBAN h | $2 . $1.192

SUBURBAﬁ $14é
REGIdﬁAL $ééO

TOTAL, ALL ABOVE CATEGORIES $2 245 $2.025

(USING REGIONAL FIGURE FOR TRADITIONAL DISTRICT CAPITAL PROJECTS)

AT AN



CONCLUSION

When the General Assembly passed legislation creating a funding formula in
2010,* our system of school finance took a giant leap forward. As we consider
next steps, research—and common sense—tells us that there is room for re-
finernents. But it also tells us that our current formula is a big step toward
strong funding policy for our students. As discussions about improving the
formula unfold, any recommendations to update the formula should adhere
to four key principles:

The formula must remain student-centered.

Money must follow the student.

The formula must be equitable.

The formula must be simple and transparent—and thus predictable.

L e

Although these data provide only a snapshot of the state of school funding in
Rhode Island, we hope they prove useful to the public as well as to the law-
makers and other stakeholders who will be examining the funding formula in
the weeks and months to come.
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About RI-CAN

We founded RI-CAN because aill children deserve access
to great public schools, regardless of their address,

the color of thair skin or how much their parents earn.
This work has never been more critical in Rhode island,
as our kids face persistent opportunity gaps and

our state struggles to redefine itseif in a 21st century
economy.

The time for change is now.

To bring that change to fruition, RI-CAN runs
issue-based policy campaigns that seek to improve state
education policy through a combination of top-notch
research, policy analysis, advocacy and communications.
We will work to bring Rhode islanders information they
can use to make better decisions for thair children,
advocate for change in their communities and ultimately
transform public schools throughout our state.

www,ri-can.org



Spotlight on school funding

With the spotlight cast on school funding in Rhode island, RI-CAN
believes it is important that the public has access to the most
recent data on school funding (from 2012-2013 and 2013-2014) all
in one place. We hope these data will help inform parents, district
officials, lawmakers and other interested community members as
conversations around the funding formula unfold.

www.ri-can.org




