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. Board of Education, Education Council, RIDE launch
development of next strategic plan for education

. President Obama addresses issues of workforce, education

. Council to consider endorsing standards on personal finance

. Reminder: Superintendents asked to sign Future Ready
District Pledge

From the U.S. Department of Education

. Rhode Island among 35 states to apply for Preschool
Development Grants
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. Health Center opens at Central Falls High School
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December 5: Textbook-reimbursement forms due




Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Board of Education, Education Council, RIDE launch
development of next strategic plan for education

Over the past five years, our work toward transforming education
in Rhode Island has moved at a brisk pace, guided by our 2010-
2015 Strategic Plan, Transforming Education in Rhode Island. It is
now time to develop a new plan, one that maintains our
commitment to improving public education while setting new
priorities, strategies, and goals.

With this in mind, together with the Board of Education and the
Council on Elementary and Secondary Education, on Monday
(November 3) we will invite all Rhode Islanders to participate in
the development of the strategic plan for elementary and
secondary education. The process of developing the plan will
result in a statewide vision for public education in Rhode Island
(prekindergarten through grade 12) through the year 2020. Just as
the educational environment has changed over the past five
years, the planning process must also change. Our new plan will
be for, from, and about all Rhode Islanders, and we will build this
plan through a community discussion.

The process will begin with a “statewide conversation” on
education, through which thousands of Rhode Islanders will
discuss their views on the future of public education. Initially,
RIDE is launching statewide survey on education, and Rhode



Islanders are invited to share their views through this brief (five-
minute), anonymous survey. RIDE will post updated survey results
at least weekly on the Strategic Plan pages of the RIDE website.
The survey will run through the end of the year, following which
RIDE will schedule community discussions, small-group
discussions, and individual interviews to provide further
information to shape the strategic plan. | encourage you, and all
members of your team and your community, to make your voices
heard through this survey. A link to the Strategic Plan Survey is
posted here:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2BSZ7L6

Additionally, the Board of Education is recruiting 12 to 15
community members who will serve as the Ambassador Design
Team, developing and writing the plan over the next seven
months. David Moscarelli, the 2015 Rhode Island Teacher of the
Year, will facilitate the work of the design team. The team will
begin its work in December, with the goal of presenting a final
plan to the Board for approval in June 2015.

A description of the Ambassador Design Team and the application
to serve on the team are posted here:

www.ride.ri.eov/Ambassador-Design-Team-Description
www.ride.ri.gov/Ambassador-Design-Team-Application

Here is a link to the web page for the Strategic Plan:

www.ride.ri.gov/Strategic-Plan

A brief description of the planning process is posted here:



www.ride.ri.gov/Strategic-Plan-Process

To share your views regarding the Strategic Plan and the planning
process, email:

EdVoicesRI@ride.ri.gov

Or use our Twitter hashtag: #EdVoicesRI

Please feel free to share this information broadly with others on
your team and in your community.

2. President Obama addresses issues of workforce, education

It was a great privilege this morning to hear President Obama
address a large audience of students, faculty members, public
officials, and community members on the issue of women and the
workforce. President Obama had a number of things to say in his
address regarding public education, as it is clear that we need to
provide all students with an excellent education if our graduates
are to be prepared to succeed in the workforce. President Obama
mentioned in particular the importance or early-childhood
education, which of course is a key initiative for RIDE and for our
partner agencies and organizations: DCYF, the Department
Health, the Office of Health and Human Services, and Rhode
Island Kids Count. By choosing to present his address at Rhode
Island College, President Obama emphasized the importance he
places on public education, including affordable postsecondary
education. The White House press office noted that “consistent
with national trends, Rhode Island College has a higher
percentage of female students and is home to the Rhode Island
Center of STEM, which supports STEM education for students
from across the entire state.” Altogether, the event was very



inspiring, and | know that all of us will continue to work to provide
the best possible education to prepare our students for success.

3. Council to consider endorsing standards on personal
finance; personal-finance conference to be held at RIC

Yesterday (October 30), we presented to the Council on
Elementary and Secondary Education a recommendation to
endorse standards on personal finance or financial literacy, which
would be the first such endorsement in Rhode Island. The work
toward making this recommendation began with an inquiry last
year from students at East Greenwich High School. Working with
the students and with Pat Page, the 2014 Rhode Island Teacher of
the Year and a business teacher at East Greenwich High School,
we surveyed business instructors across Rhode Island and
analyzed several potential standards that could help students
make decisions about personal finance. We recommended that
the Council endorse the National Standards for Financial Literacy,
which the Council for Economic Education, a nonprofit group, has
developed and posted. The decision as to whether to offer
courses in financial literacy, whether to require that students take
these courses, and how you proceed with these courses in your
schools remains a local decision. Any endorsement by the Council
would be for your guidance only.

Charlotte Palmer, one of the East Greenwich students, did a
fabulous and persuasive job in presenting the recommendation to
the Council at yesterday’s work session. Many thanks to Charlotte
and to the team of students at East Greenwich High who worked
hard on this initiative.

If you or members of your team are interested in learning more
about financial literacy, please feel free to join Senator Jack Reed,



several distinguished industry workshop leaders, and me at the
inaugural Financial Capability Conference, to be held Saturday,
December 6, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at Rhode Island College,
Alger Hall. There will be workshops, interactive exhibits. and
informative panel sessions, including a free professional
development opportunity for Rhode Island teachers. The
conference is open to all teachers, social-service providers,
librarians, parents, and adults who are interested in learning more
about personal finance. The event is sponsored by the Rhode
Island JumpStart Coalition and the Rhode Island Council for
Economic Education.

For registration information, see

www.tinyurl.com/finconf.

4. Reminder: Superintendents asked to sign Future Ready
District Pledge

This is a follow-up reminder regarding Field Memo message that |
sent to you last month:

Through such initiatives as the Innovation Powered by
Technology conference that we held last Saturday, our
Innovation Powered by Technology Model School grants, the
Wireless Classroom Initiative that is bringing wireless
Internet access to every Rhode Island classroom, and our
partnership with The Learning Accelerator to bring blended
learning to all Rhode Island schools, we are known nationally
as a state that is actively pursuing opportunities to bring
digital learning into our schools and classrooms.



Recently, Richard Culatta, Director of the Office of
Educational Technology, and Seth Andrew, Senior Advisor
and Superintendent in Residence, at the U.S. Department of
Education sent a letter to all superintendents, encouraging
you to sign the Future Ready District Pledge. This pledge to
pursue opportunities for digital learning is in line with our
commitment to bringing blended learning —the combination
of digital learning under the guidance of an educator and
traditional face-to-face instruction — to every school in
Rhode Island. | encourage you to read the |letter and to read
and consider signing the pledge.

From the U.S. Department of Education

5. Rhode Island among 35 states to apply for Preschool
Development Grants

U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan and Health and Human
Services Secretary Sylvia M. Burwell announced on Monday that
35 states and Puerto Rico have applied for grants under the new
$250 million Preschool Development Grants program. Over 25
high-need communities in approximately 12-15 states will benefit
from Preschool Development Grants funding by significantly
expanding their preschool programs so that a large portion of
their at risk 4-year-olds start school prepared. States will agree to
uphold standards for high-quality preschool programs in the
communities that are funded.

The goal of Preschool Development Grants is to support states—
including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico—in building,
developing and expanding voluntary, high-quality preschool
programs in high-need communities for children from low- and
moderate-income families. The grant program—jointly



administered by the U.S. Departments of Education and Health
and Human Services—will lay the groundwork to ensure that
more states are ready to participate in the Preschool for All
initiative proposed by the Obama Administration.

“Expanding access to high-quality preschool is the single most
important step we can take to improve the future of our
children,” said Secretary Duncan. “The states applying for the
Preschool Development Grants are demonstrating their
commitment to partner with the federal government in providing
educational opportunities that can help close the equity gaps that
exist in our country and prepare our young children—especially
those with high needs—for success in kindergarten, through
elementary school and beyond. I’'m thrilled to see so many
Governors doing the right thing to help the children and families
in their states.”

From other state agencies
6. Health Center opens at Central Falls High School
Please see this message from the Department of Health:

State health officials and political leaders welcomed school-
based care back to Central Falls High School on Monday
afternoon (October 27) with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
brief speaking program. With its grand opening today, the
Health Center will provide care for students thanks to a
partnership with Blackstone Valley Community Health Care,
the Department of Family Medicine at Memorial Hospital of
Rhode Island/Alpert Medical School of Brown University,
and Central Falls High School.



Governor Lincoln D. Chafee said: “The return of school-
based health care to Central Falls High School is a great
success. It shows cities and neighborhoods throughout the
state what we can do when we work together. This clinic is
opening today because the whole community came together
to make it happen — the city, the state, local institutions,
health care providers, community organizations, and
individuals. The result will be improved access to health care
for students and everything that follows from that: better
health, improved student performance, and a more vital
community.”

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




