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Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. School, district leaders commended for response to threats
made against schoolchildren

| think we can all agree that, before all else, our primary
responsibility is to ensure that our schools are safe places for
teaching and learning — for our students, and for the dedicated
educators who work in our schools every day. The despicable
anonymous threats against children that someone issued this
week have been a test for all of us, and in particular for the
students and educators in Cranston, Johnston, and Warwick.

| commend all of you for your calm and thoughtful handing of this
sensitive matter and, in particular, for the strong partnerships you
have formed with your local public-safety officials. | know that all
of our LEAs have in place good plans for school safety and for
responses to emergencies. The events of this week can serve as a
useful reminder that all key staff members should be up to speed
on these plans and that all school leaders should schedule the
required fire drills and lockdown drills at regular intervals.

| plan to participate in the Emergency Management Agency
School Safety Summit later this month, at which | am sure the
events of this week will be a major topic of discussion.
Meanwhile, if there is any help that we at RIDE can provide to
you, please feel free to reach out to me at any time.

2. AP participation, results improve; SAT scores rise in
reading, mathematics



Results that the College Board released on Tuesday show
continued improvement in participation and in success on AP
tests. Overall participation on AP tests in Rhode Island public
schools was up by 5.2 percent in 2013-14, with 4,366 students
participating and taking a total of 7,248 exams. Students scored 3
or better (on a scale of 1 to 5) on 4,151 exams —a 12.5 percent
improvement over the previous year. With the exception of some
smaller schools and state-operated schools, students in every
public high school in Rhode Island took AP tests. In fact, looking
back a few years, | can see that our participation on AP tests has
increased by 67 percent over the past 5 years!

This is an incredible achievement for Rhode Island, thanks in large
part to your commitment and to the hard work of your high-
school teams and your high-school students. Not only are more of
our students taking advanced-placement courses — they’re
performing well, too.

Regarding the SAT results that the College Board released on
Tuesday, students in Rhode Island public schools improved in both
mathematics and reading during the 2013-14 school year.
Students improved by 5 points in both reading and mathematics,
while the national average was down 2 points in mathematics and
unchanged in reading. Black students in our high schools
improved in mathematics (up 11 points) and reading (up 6 points).
Hispanic students also in reading (up 6 points) and mathematics (3
points). These overall improvements plus the narrowing of
achievement gaps is certainly a good sign for Rhode Island when it
comes to preparing our students for success in postsecondary
education.

3. 2014 NECAP Science results remain under review



As you know, last month we provided you with the preliminary
2014 NECAP Science results for your LEA, which you could access
through a secure website that our testing vendor, Measured
Progress, maintains. We are still working with Measured Progress
to review the results of the 2014 NECAP Science assessments in
order to resolve some of my concerns and the concerns that many
of your have raised. As we proceed with this review, we have
asked Measured Progress to temporarily close the website while
the results remain under review. Measured Progress will close the
site this afternoon. | will keep you informed about our review of
the assessment results, and | will let you know when you will have
access again to your local results.

4. U.S. Department of Education approves RIDE request for
flexibility under ESEA

Yesterday the U.S. Department of Education approved our
request for renewal of our Elementary and Secondary Education
Act flexibility. This approval allows us to continue with our system
of school classifications and accountability, which bases
classifications in large part on student growth, on school progress
toward goals, and on narrowing achievement gaps. The approval
also allows us to continue with our plan for transition to
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers
statewide assessments this spring.

In granting the approval, the U.S. Department of Education noted
that RIDE has:

developed a comprehensive set of activities and resources
to transition its schools and school districts to college- and
career-ready standards (CCRS). Those activities included
working with districts to develop curriculum aligned to CCRS;



developing and distributing handouts and resource lists to
various stakeholder groups; and seeking external funding to
support educators with knowledge of CCRS to serve as
“common core ambassadors.” RIDE conducted workshops
on CCRS for more than 5,700 educators, including those who
work with English learners and students with disabilities;
created modules on key areas of CCRS that are available
online; and disseminated information and solicited feedback
on Rhode Island's CCRS roll-out using social media and the
Education Commissioner's weekly field memos.

RIDE has leveraged its data dashboard system in multiple
ways. For example, it uses these dashboards on InfoWorks!,
the Education Department’s data reporting site, to provide
information to the public on various accountability
measures. RIDE also has schools conduct self-evaluations
using data dashboards. The information obtained from the
dashboards is used during quarterly visits to focus and
priority schools to track their progress and inform decision-
making regarding next steps.

We are very pleased that the U.S. Department of Education has
recognized the commitment all of us have made to adopting
world-class standards, setting high expectations for students, and
developing user-friendly data systems to inform the public and to
improve teaching and learning.

5. Use of Student Learning Objectives outside of evaluation
process is a local decision

RIDE continues to receive questions regarding the
implementation of Student Learning Objectives, so | am taking
this opportunity to provide additional clarification. The passage of



RIGL § 16-12-11 creates new cycles of evaluation for tenured
teachers who achieve a summative rating of “effective” or “highly
effective.” Tenured teachers who are not evaluated in a given
year are exempt from all state-required elements of the
evaluation, including the setting of Student Learning Objectives;
however, the regular monitoring of student learning remains a
critical element in improving teaching and learning, and the
Student Learning Objectives process helps us to do so. To be clear,
the use of Student Learning Objectives (SLOs) for purposes
outside of the evaluation process is strictly a local decision.

As we continue to work on implementation of evaluation systems
and on SLOs in particular, | hope that we can keep our focus on
the improvement of practice with teachers and on learning for
students. | was encouraged last year when a Community Training
and Assistance Center study showed “that SLOs help more
teachers do a better job with more students” and “that quality
SLOs are an effective means of tying teacher practice to student
learning.” The study went on to describe how SLOs tie teacher
practice to student learning in ways that honor teacher
professionalism. Many other states are implementing SLOs, and |
know that, in Rhode Island, we can focus our attention on
providing teachers with the supports they need to develop high-
quality SLOs that improve student learning.

6. RIDE seeks students to present their work at annual
technology conference

There are only two weeks until the RIDE Innovation Powered by
Technology Conference, to be held on Saturday, October 25, at
the Rhode Island Convention Center. There is still space available,
but registration is filling quickly. Don’t miss out on this exciting
opportunity to connect with more than 1,000 fellow educators,



school leaders, students and their families, legislators, business
leaders, and community members on the use of technology and
digital learning in Rhode Island. Collaborate with and be

inspired by educators and students across the state. Immerse
yourself in ideas, strategies, and resources. Meet face to face with
well-respected professionals in your field. The conference is free,
but you must register in advance. Click here to:

Register Now!

Do you or a colleague know of a classroom project that integrates
technology that you would like to share? There are still spots
available for you and your students to spend a Saturday afternoon
showing the rest of the state what you have accomplished. All
technology-rich projects are eligible — any subject area and any
grade level. Please think of someone in your school or district who
has shown some terrific work that their students are doing with
technology, and have them contact Holly Walsh
(holly.walsh@ride.ri.gov) about participation in the conference.

7. Reminder: RIDE seeks Presidential Scholar nominees by
November 12 — Action Item

The Commission on Presidential Scholars, of the U.S. Department
of Education, has asked me to nominate students from Rhode
Island as 2015 U.S. Presidential Scholars. | am seeking your help in
selecting the best possible nominees from Rhode Island.

The Presidential Scholars Program honors outstanding high-school
seniors who are selected on the basis of either outstanding
scholarship (based on SAT or ACT scores) or accomplishment in
the arts or creative writing. In order to expand the nominee pool,
the Commission has asked me to nominate additional candidates,



“students who, while demonstrating outstanding scholarship,
might not otherwise be nominated through the current SAT/ACT
or arts-recognition processes.”

To help me select these additional Rhode Island nominees, | ask
you to nominate one male and one female high-school senior
(who are citizens or legal permanent residents of the U.S,,
graduating between January and June of 2015) from each high
school in your LEA. In selecting U.S. Presidential Scholars from
among the nominees, the Commission will consider:

e involvement and service, in school and community;

e |eadership and character;

e writing samples;

e academic achievements; and

e extraordinary achievement, heavy work load, family
responsibilities, or obstacles overcome.

Each student you nominate should prepare an application that
includes:

e his or her resume, including home mailing address;

e aletter of reference from you or a school official that
explains how the student stands out as having outstanding
scholarship; and

e a brief (approximately 500 to 750 words) essay that
responds to this question: “What special challenges or
hurdles have you overcome while still achieving high
academic success?”

Either you or your high-school principal(s) will be our contact in
this process. | would ask either you or your principals (not the



nominated students) to submit your nominations to Dana Wilson
(dana.wilson@ride.ri.gov) by November 12.

From nominations we receive, | will select up to ten nominees
from Rhode Island (up to five male students, five female
students).

The Commission will select finalists by mid-January 2015, and
Scholars will be announced at the beginning of May. Scholars will
receive an expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C., in June. For
more information about the program, see:

http://www?2.ed.gov/programs/psp/index.html

8. Foster reading specialist wins 2014 Milken Educator Award

Congratulations to Erin F. Quinlan, a reading specialist and
instructional coach at the Captain Isaac Paine Elementary School,
in Foster, who was named yesterday as the Rhode Island winner
of a 2014 Milken Educator Award. The award, from the Milken
Family Foundation, carries an unrestricted cash prize of $25,000.
Erin is co-chair of the Curricular Revision subcommittee at her
school, she co-runs the school Learning Celebrations, and she also
co-chairs the Student Council, where she helped organize
summer-safety commercials. Erin has been a mentor to beginning
teachers at Captain Paine, and she is now enrolled in the Principal
Residency Program. Folks at the school say that Erin touches just
about every aspect of the school environment. Erin has made a
great impression at Captain Paine, and she has impressed all of us
as well as our newest winner of a Milken Educator Award.

9. Central Falls receives grant to reduce school violence



Our Congressional delegation has announced that the Central
Falls School district has received a $3,680,000 federal grant to
reduce school violence. According to the delegation, the grant,
from the National Institute of Justice, at the U.S. Department of
Justice:

will be used to conduct a pilot project on how to make
schools safer, primarily through the use of “restorative
justice” case conferences, in which students, teachers, and
families work together to resolve conflicts and repair any
harm caused by misbehavior. The program is part of a
federal initiative designed to comprehensively study and
evaluate the best methods to make schools safe, including
security measures, behavioral and mental health services,
anti-bullying programs, and a range of other factors.

The Central Falls School District will work with schools in
Westerly, the Blackstone Valley Prep Mayoral Academy, and the
Greene School to launch the program. The Urban Institute will
lead the evaluation of the project, in partnership with The
Providence Plan. | congratulate everyone involved in this
important initiative.

10. U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
praises Rhode Island work on early learning

A team from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
recently visited Rhode Island to look at the progress we have
made to date on our Exceed initiative (Race to the Top — Early
Learning Challenge). The Department of Health and Human
Services has posted this message, from Ngozi Onunaku, Senior
Policy Analyst for Early Childhood Development:



On a recent site visit to Rhode Island, federal staff had a
firsthand look at the progress of the state’s Race to the Top
— Early Learning Challenge (RTT-ELC) grant.

We found that Rhode Island had developed strong
partnerships among the various agencies overseeing early
childhood programs in the state.

Leaders engaged stakeholders and the public in regular face-
to-face and written communication on the status of the
grant’s implementation, including progress made and
challenges.

Recent improvements made to the state’s early learning
standards included the creation of practical tools to help
early childhood professionals and parents understand what
children from birth to age 5 are expected to know and be
able to do, accompanied by strategies for caregivers to help
children reach their developmental milestones.

We also learned that enrollment of child care programs in
BrightStars, Rhode Island’s tiered quality rating and
improvement system for child care and early learning
programs, was almost three times the amount of the state’s
projected number during the first year of rollout.

While we found other advancements have been made (e.g.,
technology investments to increase developmental
screenings, data-sharing agreements among state agencies
to implement a unified early childhood data system), Rhode
Island’s grant managers understand that progress must be
sustained after federal funding expires at the end of 2016.
As a result, they have already started developing and



implementing sustainability strategies to last for years to
come.

Rhode Island grant staff shared that all of their projects and
focus areas have required early childhood service providers
and stakeholders to work together. As a result, working
relationships across early childhood sectors are being
cemented with a well-defined scope of work to tackle.

Rhode Island is currently developing a formal sustainability
plan that in part examines what early childhood
stakeholders at all levels want as a next step. Because the
state has a history of investing in children, Rhode Island
intends to explore how leveraging these investments can
help attract and maintain public-private partnership.

Thanks for working with us on various aspects of this important
initiative, and thanks as well to our partner organizations: the
Departments of Children, Youth & Families and of Health; the
Office of Health and Human Services; and Rhode Island KIDS
COUNT.

From RIDE
School Safety:
11. October is Bullying Prevention Awareness Month
In recognition of the efforts to reduce rates of bullying and to
improve school climate nationwide, the Federal Partners in
Bullying Prevention (FPBP) have released resources for youth,

parents, schools, and others, available at Stopbullying.gov. Several
FPBP exciting efforts being highlighted this month include:




e #StopBullying365: FPBP will be using the hashtag
#StopBullying365 to collect stories of how individuals and
communities are taking action in bullying prevention. Join
StopBullying.gov on Facebook and Twitter to learn more.

e The FPBP announced the start of a year-long relationship
with NASA’s Scott Kelly, who will make bullying prevention a
priority during his time in space. Watch Astronaut Kelly’s
video.

e KnowBullying: The Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration new mobile app to parents,
caretakers, and teachers with important bullying prevention
information, and can help get the conversation started
between parents or caregivers and children.

e Internet Safety Two-Part Webinar Series, October 30, 2 -3
p.m.: the U.S. Department of Justice will host the first of a
two-part webinar series. The first webinar will focus on
Internet safety and cyberbullying. The second webinar (mid-
November) will focus on sexting and sextortion. Stay tuned
to StopBullying.gov for more information.

Rhode Island has very strong policies against bullying. Bullying
Prevention Awareness month provides an opportunity for you to
review with your leadership team our statewide anti-bullying
policies and your own anti-bullying policies to help ensure we can
continue making our schools safe and secure places for teaching
and learning for every one of our students (and staff members as
well).



Here are links to some of our materials, policies, and resources on
bullying:

Statewide Anti-Bullying Policy
http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Stud
ents-and-Families-Great-Schools/Health-Safety/RI-
Statewide-Bullying-Policy.pdf

A Guide to Preventing Bullying, Teen Dating Violence, and

Sexual Violence in Rhode Island Schools

http://www.thriveri.org/documents/GUIDE Bullying TDVSV
Amended2012.pdf

Board of Education Policy Prohibiting Discrimination Based
on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity/Expression
http://www.thriveri.org/documents/RIDE%20Policy%20Stat
ement%200n%20Discrimination%20Sexual%200rientation.p
df

Bullying and School Violence
http://www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/HealthSafety/Bully
ingSchoolViolence.aspx

Legal:

12. Guidance issued on equitable services school districts
must provide to nonpublic schools

The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as
reauthorized by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB),
requires school districts to provide equitable services to eligible
nonpublic school students, teachers, educational personnel, and
parents (in some programs).



Under Title IX, Part E — Uniform Provisions, Subpart 1 — Private
Schools, public school district staff are required to conduct timely
and meaningful consultation with nonpublic school staff to
determine the educational needs of the nonpublic school
students. The information gathered provides direction for the
services that are then provided to the nonpublic school students
and the teaching staff. Through the consultation process, school
districts build positive relationships with their nonpublic schools,
which will increase communication and should minimize any
issues that may arise. The U.S. Department of Education
developed a Non-Regulatory Guidance Document on the topic,
which is available at:

http://www.ed.gov/policy/elsec/guid/equitableserguidance.
doc

Title IX, Part E — Uniform Provisions, Subpart 1 — Private Schools,
in part applies to the following federal programs authorized under
ESEA and which RIDE administers:

Title Il, Part A, Teacher Quality;

Title Il, Part B, Mathematics and Science Partnerships;
Title 1ll, Part A, English Language Acquisition; and

Title IV, Part B, 21st Century Community Learning Centers.

A separate equitable participation provision contained within
section 1120 of ESEA addresses the rights of nonpublic school
students, teachers, other educational personnel, and families, for
the Title I, Part A, Disadvantaged Youth program.

RIDE always encourages nonpublic school officials and school
districts to work together to try to resolve disagreements that



affect the services they provide. When nonpublic school officials
and districts are not able to resolve differences through direct
communication, there is a formal process available (NCLB, Section
9501).

If nonpublic school officials believe that timely and meaningful
consultation has not occurred or that the district did not give due
consideration to their views, they should first contact the federal-
programs representative or superintendent at the school district
to discuss their concerns. If their concern is not satisfactorily
resolved, the nonpublic school has the right to contact any of the
specific federal program offices at RIDE for resolution. Please
refer to our website (www.ride.ri.gov) for additional contact
information regarding specific federal programs. In the event the
concern is still not resolved, the nonpublic school has the right to
file a formal written complaint with RIDE.

The formal written complaint should include:

e astatement that the district has violated a requirement of a
Federal statue or regulation that applies to a program
requiring equitable participation;

e the specific requirement alleged to have been violated,;

e the facts on which the complaint is based;

e the name and address of the complainant;

e the expected resolution of the alleged violation; and

e the signature of the complainant.

A complaint should be sent directly to:

Rhode Island Department of Education
Attn: Commissioner’s Office



255 Westminster Street
Providence, R.l. 02903-3400

Receipt of a complaint activates a time limit not to exceed sixty
(60) calendar days. After a complaint is received by RIDE, a copy
of the complaint, along with any accompanying documentation, is
sent to the school district, and the district will be asked to
respond to the allegations. A copy of the district’s response is sent
to the complainant, and he or she is given an opportunity to reply
to the district’s response. After review of all information, RIDE will
make an independent determination as to whether the district is
in violation of any federal program requirement as authorized
under NCLB.

RIDE will issue a written decision to the complainant that
addresses each allegation and may provide technical assistance
activities or negotiations and corrective measures necessary to
resolve the complaint. All actions shall be instituted no later than
thirty (30) calendar days following the date of the decision. The
written decision by RIDE is the final decision in the matter. A
complaint is considered resolved when the Commissioner has
issued a written decision and corrective measures, if warranted,
have been completed. Appeals to RIDE decisions can be made to
the U.S. Department of Education.

RIDE staff members representing specific federal programs are
available to answer questions from districts and nonpublic schools
regarding nonpublic school consultation and services. Other
information regarding equitable participation for nonpublic
schools is also available within the document library on the
Consolidated Resource Plan (CRP) application website, at:

http://gms.ride.ri.gov .




13. Re-posting with revised introductory text: RIDE
releases decision on termination and certification
annulment

Teacher’s termination is affirmed and certificate is annulled for
physical confrontation with student and failure to abide by school
physical restraint protocol:

http://www?2.ride.ri.gov/applications/RideDirectory/DOCS/2
014/015-14 Bamberg v Providence S B 09252014.pdf

Diploma System:
14. Public hearings scheduled on diploma requirements

RIDE has scheduled five public hearings on the proposed changes
to the Secondary School Regulations, which would begin the use
of standardized assessments as a statewide graduation
requirement with the Class of 2020. The hearings are scheduled
for:

e Thursday, October 16, 5 p.m., Newport Public Library, 300
Spring St.;

e Monday, October 20, 4:30 p.m., Community College of
Rhode Island FlanaganCampus (Room 1242), 1762
Louisquisset Pike, Lincoln;

e Wednesday, October 22, 5 p.m., Community College of
Rhode Island Knight Campus, (Room 1134), 400 East Ave.,
Warwick;

e Wednesday, November 12, 5 p.m., Peace Dale Library, 1057
Kingstown Rd., South Kingstown; and



e Tuesday, November 18, 5 p.m., Shepard Building/RIDE
(Room 260), 80 Washington St./255 Westminster St.,

Providence.
From other organizations
15. Festival of children’s books and authors scheduled for
October 18

Please see this message from the Rhode Island Center for the
Book:

Rhode Island may be the smallest state, but it boasts one of
the best book festivals in the nation. Thousands of people
come to the Book Festival each year to meet acclaimed
authors and illustrators from all corners of the country.
These authors and illustrators will travel to Providence for
the opportunity to be featured in The Rhode Island Festival
of Children’s Books and Authors, hosted by Lincoln School, in
Providence.

Through a new collaboration with the Central Falls Library, a
Book Festival author will host a children’s event at the
Central Falls Library. In addition, Lincoln School students will
organize a used-book drive for the library. The goals are to
introduce children to the library who have never been there
before, and to collect as many books as possible for the
Central Falls community.

This year’s impressive roster of writers includes author of
over 120 books, Joseph Bruchac; Rhode Island’s own Jen
Corace; Carmen Agra Deedy; Jeff Kinney, author of the
widely popular Diary of a Wimpy Kid series; Herman Parish,



author of the Amelia Bedelia series; Math Curse, author Jon
Scieszka; Bob Shea; Margaret Stohl; Laurie Keller; Chris Van
Allsburg, world-renowned author and illustrator of The Polar
Express; Padma Venkatraman; and three-time Caldecott
Award winner David Wiesner.

Authors give talks throughout the day, sign their books, and
enjoy spending time with their fans, old and new. Young
readers and their parents will have the chance to meet and
talk with the authors, have their books personally signed,
participate in bookmaking and other crafts, and view a
special performance.

The Festival — to be held on Saturday, October 18, from 9
a.m. to 5:30 p.m,, at Lincoln School, 301 Butler Avenue, in
Providence —celebrates the unique joy that can only be
found by opening the pages of a book. Admission is $5. For a
full listing of performances and activities,

visit www.lincolnschool.org or call the school, at 331-9696,
extension 3135.

See more information, at:

http://kidoinfo.com/ri/rhode-island-festival-of-childrens-
books-and-authors-at-lincoln-school-and-at-the-central-
falls-library-october-18-2014/#sthash.8B2dC4LS.dpuf

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




