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November 12: Presidential Scholar nominations due

Notes from Commissioner Gist

1. Barrington Middle, Fort Barton, Stephen Olney Schools
receive Blue Ribbon awards

We received the great news on Tuesday that the U.S. Department
of Education announced the 2014 National Blue Ribbon Schools,
the highest honor that the department awards to schools. Our
2014 Blue Ribbon Schools are the Barrington Middle School, the
Fort Barton Elementary School (in Tiverton), and the Stephen
Olney Elementary School (in North Providence).

Both the Fort Barton School and the Stephen Olney School have
made significant progress in closing achievement gaps while
maintaining very high school-wide proficiency rates in both
mathematics and reading. At the Barrington Middle School, the
school-wide proficiency rates, as well as the proficiency rates for
all student groups, stand at or near the top among all Rhode
Island secondary schools.

In addition to academic achievement, each of these schools has
created an exemplary culture of teaching and learning. Thanks to
visionary leadership, strong community and family engagement,
excellent classroom instruction, and a commitment to continuous
improvement, these schools demonstrate that all students can
learn and achieve at high levels.



The U.S. Department of Education honored only 337 schools in
the country (and only 287 public schools) with the Blue Ribbon
award. | am pleased that three of our best Rhode Island schools
are recognized as among the greatest schools in the country.

2. North Smithfield teacher named R.I. History Teacher of the
Year

Congratulations to Valerie M. Carnevale, of the North Smithfield
Middle School, the 2014 Rhode Island History Teacher of the Year!
A graduate of Roger Williams University who also holds a master’s
degree in American history from Providence College, Valerie has
taught in North Smithfield for the past nine years. In 2007, she
was named a James Madison Fellow, which supported her
graduate studies. Valerie now becomes a candidate to be named
the 2014 National History Teacher of the Year. We all wish her
good luck in pursuit of this national recognition.

3. Central Falls, Providence receive leadership grant

We received the good news this week that the Center for
Leadership and Educational Equity, a Rhode Island-based
nonprofit, in partnership with the Central Falls and Providence
School Districts, has received a grant from the U.S. Department of
Education Turnaround School Leader program. The team will use
this federal grant to recruit, prepare, and support leadership
teams and principals in 12 schools over the next three years.
Congratulations to all on this initiative, which will improve
teaching and learning in our schools.

4. NECAP Science test scores under review



As a practice, when we receive preliminary reports from testing
companies on our statewide assessment results, we always
carefully review the data at every stage. Two weeks ago, based on
my own concerns and on feedback from several school districts
about our 2014 NECAP Science scores, | postponed the scheduled
release of the NECAP Science results in order to review some of
the local results.

As we looked at district-level data, we saw some decreases that
did not reconcile with what we knew about these districts and
their science instruction. We called some of these districts for
their input. What we learned was that a high percentage of
students who were otherwise proficient scored zero on some
testing items.

Based on our internal review of data, we asked our testing
company, Measured Progress, to review the scoring process. Our
work this week with Measured Progress, which has involved
looking at individual testing booklets, has brought to light some
issues about the scoring process that need further clarification.

We will continue working with Measured Progress to investigate
all aspects of the assessment, to precisely identify any testing
problems, and to develop a plan to rectify any problems.

As you are aware, we use all of our assessments, including the
science assessment, to provide educators, families, and the public
at large with information that can improve student achievement
by helping us see which content areas may need a sharper focus
or more resources and support. We do not, however, use the
science assessments for decisions about student promotion or
graduation, for school classifications, or for teacher evaluations.



| was glad to be able to schedule a meeting this morning for you
to ask us questions and to express some of your concerns directly
to the team from Measured Progress. As Mary Ann Snider noted
this morning, until our concerns about the 2014 NECAP Science
results are resolved to our full satisfaction, the assessment results
are still preliminary and under review, and therefore not ready for
release to the public. We will not release the results until we
understand the problem and its magnitude and have a plan to
correct the problem. These results matter, and we want to be
able to state that the results accurately reflect where Rhode
Island is as a state.

As always, please feel free to call me (222-8700) or e-mail me, at
Deborah.Gist@ride.ri.gov if you would like to discuss this issue
further.

From RIDE
Legal:

5. RIDE releases decision on termination and certification
annulment

Teacher’s termination and certificate annulment for physical
confrontation with student and failure to abide by school physical
restraint protocol is affirmed:

http://www?2.ride.ri.gov/applications/RideDirectory/DOCS/2
014/015-14 Bamberg v Providence S B 09252014.pdf

Early Learning:



6. RIDE seeks proposals for full-day kindergarten start-up
funds

RIDE is seeking proposals from school districts committed to
moving to full-day kindergarten. The General Assembly enacted
the Rhode Island Full-Day Kindergarten Accessibility Act (H 8049),
which provides for one-time state start-up funding to support
districts that intend to open, operate, and sustain new full-day
kindergarten classrooms.

The proposal submission deadline is November 3.

The 2014 Request for Proposals will be posted shortly on our
website, at:

www.ride.ri.gov/Early-Childhood

Professional Development:

7. RIDE offers one-day learning opportunities on
mathematics, science standards

RIDE is excited to offer two professional learning opportunities: a
Study of the Standards for Mathematical Practice and a Study of
the Next Generation Science Standards. These sessions are open
to educators from all Rhode Island LEAs and will be offered on
four different days: October 14, 15, and 16 and November 5. All
sessions will be held at RIDE (255 Westminster Street/80
Washington St., Providence) from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Parking passes
will be available for participants who park in the Convention
Center Parking Garage.



Below are the goals and learning expectations for the one-day
professional learning opportunities:

Mathematics

Goal:

Deepen understanding of the intersection and integration of the
Common Core State Standards for Mathematical Practice and
Mathematical Content, and use the practices to strengthen
instruction.

Learning Expectations:
Participants will:

e explore each Standard for Mathematical Practice and
consider connections between the practices and the content
standards in the Common Core State Standards —
Mathematics; and

e strengthen understanding of the purpose of the Common
Core State Standards - Mathematics components and how
they work together as corresponding and connected sets.

Links to the registration for the Study of the Standards for
Mathematical Practices are below:

October 14 - Mathematics:
https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1087

October 15 - Mathematics:
https://www.eride.ri.gov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1088




October 16 - Mathematics:

https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1089

November 5 - Mathematics:

https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1090

Science

Goal:

Participants will analyze the structure of the Next Generation
Science Standards in order to deepen their understanding of the
integration of the Crosscutting Concepts and Scientific and
Engineering Practices with the Disciplinary Core Ideas in science
teaching and learning.

Learning Expectations:
Participants will:

e gain a common understanding of the structure of the Next
Generation Science Standards in order to develop a strong
working knowledge of the standards’ effect on teaching and
learning; and

e identify the purpose and components of the curriculum
framework documents and determine the role of each in
science planning and instruction.

Links for the Study of the Next Generation Science Standards are
below:

October 14 - Science:

https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1094




October 15 - Science:
https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1095

October 16 - Science:
https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1096

November 5 - Science:
https://www.eride.ri.eov/workshopReg/AdminConfirmWork
shop.aspx?workshoplD=1097

Educator Evaluations:

8. Educator Performance and Support System available for all
educators, including those in cyclical evaluation process

The Educator Performance and Support System (EPSS) is available
to all LEAs both for educators who are participating in summative
evaluation during the current school year and for those who are
part of the cyclical process. Districts can use the SLO forms and
the Professional Growth Goal forms if they wish. A non-
summative observation form has been added as an optional form
for those who would like to use it. This form will not populate any
Final Effectiveness Report.

As we communicated in July, all educators should remain in EPSS
to assist with monitoring educator cycles. Evaluation information
will be reported for all educators, noting who is participating in
the cyclical process. The information will meet the reporting
requirements and will populate the LEA Final Evaluation Data
Summary Report. This information will assist LEAs in their
planning for future cycles. Principals can begin to note educators



in the cyclical process at any time throughout the year. RIDE
continues to explore future enhancements to the EPSS system to
make reporting easier in light of the recent legislation.

For additional information on changes to the EPSS, see:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/TeachersAdministrators/EducatorEv
aluation/EducatorPerformanceandSupportSystemEPSS.aspx

From the U.S. Department of Education

9. Education Secretary Duncan issues guidance on equal
access to educational resources

Please see this message from the U.S. Department of Education
Press Office:

All students—regardless of race, color, national origin or zip
code—deserve a high-quality education that includes
resources such as academic and extracurricular programs,
strong teaching, technology and instructional materials, and
safe school facilities. On Wednesday, U.S. Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan announced guidance, in the form of
a Dear Colleague letter to states, school districts, and
schools, to ensure that students have equal access to such
educational resources so that they all have an equal
opportunity to succeed in school, careers, and in life. The
guidance, issued by the U.S. Department of Education Office
for Civil Rights (OCR), provides detailed and concrete
information to educators on the standards set in Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. It is one part of President
Obama’s larger equity agenda, including the recently




announced Excellent Educators for All initiative, and takes
into account the ongoing efforts of states, school districts,
and schools to improve equity.

“Education is the great equalizer—it should be used to level
the playing field, not to grow inequality,” said Secretary
Duncan, who announced the guidance at the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus Institute’s Public Policy Conference in
Washington, D.C. “That means that all students regardless of
their race, zip code, or family income should have equal
access to educational resources—whether it’s effective
teaching, challenging coursework, facilities with modern
technology, or a safe school environment. Many states and
districts have demonstrated leadership in taking steps to
tackle these difficult problems. Unfortunately, in too many
communities, especially those that are persistently
underserved, serious gaps remain. This guidance aims to fix
that by providing school leaders with information to identify
and target inequities in the distribution of school resources.”

“We are pleased to partner with educators nationwide to
ensure equity in education for all students,” said Catherine
E. Lhamon, assistant secretary for civil rights at the U.S.
Department of Education. “We are impressed with the many
school-district, educators and state leaders’ efforts to
deliver high-quality education on an equal basis, and we are
committed to taking strong action where necessary to
correct persistent opportunity gaps that violate the laws we
enforce.”

The guidance is intended to provide superintendents and
other school-district officials with information regarding the
requirements on educational resources, how OCR



investigates resource disparities, and what states, school
districts, and schools can do to meet their obligations to all
students. Under Title VI, states, school districts, and schools
must not intentionally treat students differently based on
race, color, or national origin in providing educational
resources. In addition, they must not implement policies or
practices for providing educational resources that
disproportionately affect students of a particular race, color,
or national origin, absent a substantial justification. The law
does not require that all students receive the exact same
resources to have an equal chance to learn and achieve. It
does, however, require that all students have equal access
to comparable resources in light of their educational needs.

From other state agencies

10. Health Department provides information about EV-
D68 infection

Please see this notice from the Department of Health:

Please be advised that HEALTH has confirmed
Staphylococcus aureus sepsis associated with enteroviral
infection (EV-D68) as the cause of death of a local child last
week. The complete press release is posted online at:

http://health.ri.sov/news/.

Staphylococcus aureus sepsis and EV-D68 is a very rare
combination that may cause severe illness. Healthcare
providers should be aware that [the] public announcement
is likely to draw media attention and, as a result, this might
generate calls from parents with questions or concerns



about EV-D68. Please refer to the resources and links below
for guidance for school nurse teachers and information for
parents. if you have any questions or concerns about this
issue, you may reach HEALTH at 222-2577.

Enterovirus D68 (EV-D68) Guidelines for Schools/Day Care
Settings:
http://eepurl.com/4y6Rz

Information About EV-D68 for Parents:
www.health.ri.gov/publications/guidance/InformationAbo
utEVD68ForParents.docx

The link below has a CDC InfoGraphic in English and
Spanish:
http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-enterovirus/about/EV68-
infographic.html

The CDC has this link for Spanish Q&A:
http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-enterovirus/about/EV-
D68-sp.html

Our Health Information line is trained to handle Spanish-
speaking callers with questions (222-5960).

Thank you for your assistance.

11. CCRI, RIHEAA to hold workshops on preparing for
college

Please see this message from the Community College of Rhode
Island and the Higher Education Assistance Authority:



We're getting the show back on the road! On behalf of the
Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) Office of
Opportunity and Outreach and the Rhode Island Higher
Education Assistance Authority (RIHEAA), we once again
invite you to participate in our statewide “Preparing for
College” presentations for the 2014-15 academic year! Our
interactive approach targets middle- and high-school
students with the goal of informing them about the benefits
of planning for their future — either college or career.

Topics include:

e Career or college or both? Which is right for you?

e Reasons to pursue education after high school

e What is college today? Types of postsecondary
education

e College planning — start where you are

e How education pays off for you

e College admissions and financial aid myths

e (Career opportunities

We see this program as extremely beneficial to all students,
not just those who plan to move on to a traditional
postsecondary education. Many students that have a more
immediate career focus may also benefit from exposure to
how to prepare to enter the workforce.

Program sessions are typically 60 to 90 minutes long and
include discussion time and Q&A. We try to tailor each
presentation to the needs of your student body and to
provide grade-appropriate information. We will also provide
the students with information and an e-mail address to



contact us in case they have questions after the
presentation.

We are scheduling presentations for October through May.
If you are interested in a presentation or would like more
information about the program, please contact Devlin
Healey at the CCRI Connect to College Program, 455-6165 or
dhealeyl@ccri.edu, to schedule an appointment.

Thank you for the opportunity to bring this program to your
district.

12. RIEMA to hold conference on October 23 on school
safety

Please see this notice from the Emergency Management Agency:

We are pleased to announce that the annual Rhode Island
School Safety Conference is being held on October 23, at the
Crowne Plaza Hotel, in Warwick, from 8 a.m. to noon.

The theme of this year’s conference is “Building Partnerships
for a Safe School Community,” and our agenda has been
shaped to address how state and local government agencies
can work with schools in order to create a safe and secure
environment for students and staff members throughout
the state of Rhode Island.

Please note that the conference is a half-day event, with
registration beginning at 7:30 a.m. If you would like to
attend this year’s conference, please RSVP via the following
conference attendance form:



https://riema.wufoo.com/forms/2014-rhode-island-
school-safety-conference/.

Your confirmation of attendance will be e-mailed to you.

Complimentary coffee and refreshments will be provided for
all conference attendees.

As a reminder, seating is limited, so please register
promptly. The registration deadline is Thursday, October
16. Should we reach conference capacity prior to that date,
registration will be closed.

If you have any additional questions or comments about the
conference, feel free to contact RIEMA, at 946-9996.

From other organizations

13. Breakfast event scheduled to focus on afterschool,
summer programs for children

Please see this message from the Rhode Island Afterschool Plus
Alliance:

The Rhode Island Afterschool Plus Alliance is pleased to
present the 12" annual Lights On Afterschool! Breakfast of
Champions on Friday, October 24, at the Providence
Marriott Downtown, on Orms Street. This event will call
attention to the critical need for and importance of
afterschool and summer programs to children, youth,
families, and communities, and it will increase awareness
and support among policymakers, funders, and other
decision-makers.



This year’s theme is Redefining Education, Redefining
Success. Our featured speaker will be Eric Gurna, President
and CEO of Development Without Limits, and Director of
Public Engagement for New Urban Arts. Additionally, three
other speakers will, in a series of short presentations, share
personal and professional experiences, research, and data to
demonstrate the role that afterschool and summer
programs play in redefining success of children and youth.
Speakers include: Elizabeth Cunha from the Center for
Dynamic Learning, Gabrielle Lopez from RiverzEdge Arts, and
Carrie Bridges Feliz from the Providence Public School
Department.

The Breakfast of Champions will also include:

e exciting workshop sessions (please see
http://afterschoolri.org/about-us/lights-on for details);

e aspecial award presented to an exemplary afterschool
organization; and

e ayouth art gallery.

Registration is completely electronic this year; there is no
hard-copy registration brochure. Please use this link to
register:

https://uwriweb.org/lightson.

You may register for the breakfast only, or for the breakfast
and workshop sessions.



There is an early-bird rate (valid until October 9) of $30 for
the breakfast and $45 for the breakfast and workshop
sessions. After this date, the costs will be $35 and S50,
respectively. (There is also a student and AmeriCorps special
rate of $25 and S35, respectively, valid throughout the
registration period. Please contact Joseph Morra directly to
receive the special code for this rate.)

If you have any questions about this event, please e-mail or
call Joseph Morra, at joseph.morra@uwri.org or 444-0615.
We look forward to seeing you at this exciting event!

RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




