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Notes from Commissioner Gist
1. Graduation rates improve, dropout rates decline

I’'m incredibly pleased with the 2014 graduation rates, which we
released yesterday (Thursday), as these rates show a number of
trends: an increase in the four-year graduation rate and the five-
year graduation rate and a decrease in the dropout rate. These
trends hold true over the past year (since 2013) and over the past
five years (since 2009). Even more important, these trends hold
true for the state as a whole as well as for numerous student
groups, including Black students, Hispanic students, students with
disabilities, English learners, and economically disadvantaged
students.

These improvements came about in a year when we raised
expectations for students, and the results show that students
were not daunted expectations. Rather, students, families,
teachers, and you and your teams stepped up to meet these
expectations, and our Class of 2014 was better prepared for
success than any previous high-school class. One piece of
evidence is that the percentage of recent high-school graduates
entering the Community College of Rhode Island and in need of
remedial courses this fall was 66 percent —compared with 69
percent in 2013 and 75.5 percent in 2012.

Thanks to you and to your high-school team for recognizing what
our students are capable of achieving and helping students focus
on the goal of earning a diploma. Across Rhode Island, educators
have been talking with students about the importance of



graduation, communicating with students and their families, and
providing supports that some students need not only to graduate
but to prepare students for success beyond high school.

We have posted the news release on the 2014 graduation rates
here, and we have published additional information on the
graduation and dropout rates here (under High School and District
Graduation Rates).

2. School leaders, teachers encouraged to communicate with
parents who express concerns about PARCC

As we are all aware, assessments play a vital role in the
instructional process. Assessments provide important information
to parents and families about the progress their children are
making in school, they provide teachers with information about
what support their students may need, and they provide all of us
with information about whether our schools are making progress.
Participation in regular, high-quality assessments also enables all
of us to see whether schools and districts are doing all they can to
help students succeed. Parents and students deserve to know to
what extent schools are meeting students’ needs and where
schools need to improve.

With this in mind, we have encouraged you and your team
members to meet personally with parents who express a concern
about state assessments in order to communicate benefits, to
correct misinformation, and to encourage participation. We also
speak to parents when we get calls here at RIDE, and we have
found that some are simply concerned or confused and that they
just need to be reassured as how we administer assessments and
how we use assessment results to keep families and the public
informed about student progress and about our schools.



We believe that you and your teachers are the best ambassadors
we have to convey information about how we are working
together to improve student learning and achievement — through
high standards, aligned curriculum, excellent instruction, and
high-quality assessments. As we get closer to the date of
administration of PARCC assessments, please let me know if there
are other steps we can take to help you and your team in
communicating with parents and with your community.

From RIDE

Finance:

3. RIDE accepting Consolidated Resource Plan amendments
through February 20

RIDE is now accepting submissions of amendment requests for
currently approved Consolidated Resource Plans (CRPs) through
Friday, February 20. Final Fiscal Year (FY) 2015 allocations to LEAs
have been calculated and loaded into AcceleGrants for the
following consolidated programs: Titles |, I, and Il and IDEA - Part
B and Preschool.

In order to facilitate the amendment process, you can find the
following documents posted within the Amendment section of
the AcceleGrants Document Library:

e FY 14-15 CRP Amendment Guidance including Appendix A -
Program Requirements and Appendix B — RIDE Contact
Persons;

e FY 14-15 Final Allocations by CRP Program;



e Final Student Enrollments Fall 13 — Public and Private (for
determining final nonpublic-school equitable shares for Title
Il A

e Final Limited English Proficient Counts Spring 13 — Public &
Private (for determining final nonpublic-school equitable
shares under Title Ill); and

e FY 14-15 Updated Private School Participation Worksheets
for the IDEA (Part B and Preschool) programs within the CRP
application.

The overall amendment process remains unchanged from last
year. A submission of an amendment request requires a system
status change to “Superintendent Approved” for a review and
final approval by RIDE to occur. The flexibility provision, which upi
can use to avoid the necessity of certain amendment requests,
remains in force. As a general rule, any proposed change in the
total approved budget amount or significant change in the scope,
goals, or intent of an approved program will require an
amendment request. When eliminating a prior-approved budget
line item in AcceleGrants, change the amount of the budget
reqguest to zero. Please see the Amendment Guidance and
Appendix A for further amendment details. As always,
amendment requests must be approved by RIDE before LEA
implementation.

Please note that LEA Fiscal Year 2015 (restricted) indirect cost
rates have not yet been approved by RIDE. LEA indirect rates will
be loaded into AcceleGrants soon after review and final approval
by RIDE is completed.

LEAs are reminded to pay particular attention to their required
reserves for nonpublic schools as well as to the required reserve
requirement of IDEA Part B funds for early intervening



services. For example, under Title Il (A), an increase in budgeted
professional development by the LEA could require an increase in
the proportionate share of Title Il (A) to the nonpublic schools
within its boundaries. Under the IDEA Part B and Preschool
programs, an increase in the Fiscal Year 2015 allocations will
affect the amount of funds reserved for required EIS as well as the
required reserves for nonpublic schools. In prior years, LEA
amendment submissions have sometimes left these areas
unaddressed, leading to a delay in attaining final approval from
RIDE.

Questions regarding the amendment process may be directed to
David Luther, at 222-4652 or david.luther@ride.ri.gov. A complete
listing of RIDE CRP program and fiscal contacts is also provided
within the Amendment Guidance document to provide you with
specific contacts for any program and fiscal questions you may
have. The amendment guidance (Amendment Guidance for 2014
— 2015) is posted here.

Thank you for your continued support.

We will send this message to all business managers.
Assessments:

4. RIDE, LEAs resolving issues regarding personal-needs
profiles for PARCC assessments

We have resolved more than 73,000 of the “warnings” for LEAs
regarding the personal-needs profiles, and we will continue to
work on the remaining “warnings”; however, your team should
be working on resolving those errors that we cannot
programmatically correct. To maintain these resolved critical



warnings, please export your students’ needs profiles and
maintain these profiles based on the Student Maintenance
document. Also, remember that if you are changing the
registration for PARCC, you must update your registration within
your Student Information System.

LEAs should be working on their student personal-needs profile
import, which you can import at any time up to the beginning of
the assessment period. When importing files or making any
modifications within PearsonAccessNext.com, please be aware of
the assessment for which you are modifying the data. You can
check the assessment by verifying the assessment period in the
top right of the pearsonNext.com screen.

You can find a timeline of technology events, along with
documentation regarding Student Maintenance, Technology Issue
Resolution, and abbreviated set-up guides for proctor caching and
session creation on District Exchange on RideMap, under District
Exchange Public/PARCC Technology Toolkit.

To keep states and districts informed, Pearson releases
administrative and technology bulletins weekly, which you can
find on the Pearson site, at http://parcc.pearson.com/bulletins/.

If you have any questions or concerns about PARCC technology
preparedness, please contact Greg Martin, at
Gregory.martin@ride.ri.gov or 222-8495. If you would like RIDE to
migrate your PBA assessment-block student registration to the
EQY assessment block, please contact Greg Martin to arrange this.

Early Learning:



5. RIDE requests proposals for 2015-16 Rhode Island Pre-
Kindergarten Program; due date, February 27

RIDE is requesting proposals from qualified vendors to expand the
Rhode Island Pre-Kindergarten Program. Eligible organizations or
entities include licensed child-care centers, Head Start programs,
public schools, and nonpublic schools able to operate a classroom
in the following communities: Central Falls, East Providence,
Newport, Pawtucket, Providence, West Warwick, and
Woonsocket. Please click here to download the Request for
Proposals (RFP).

Questions concerning this solicitation may be emailed to Kristen
Greene, at kristen.greene@ride.ri.gov, no later than noon on
February 13. Send your questions in Microsoft Word format.
Please reference the RFP title in the correspondence. Questions
received, if any, will be posted and answered on the RIDE website
as an addendum to this solicitation, by February 17. It is the
responsibility of all interested parties to download this
information. Final proposals are due and must be delivered by
4:30 p.m., on Friday, February 27. Faxed or emailed responses will
not be considered.

From the U.S. Department of Education

6. U.S. Department of education issues guide for educators,
announces youth campaign on preventing human
trafficking

Please see this message from the U.S. Department of Education:

The U.S. Department of Education has released a new guide
for educators on ways to identify and help prevent child



trafficking in schools. Human Trafficking in America's Schools
is a free guide for school staff that includes information
about risk factors, recruitment, and how to identify
trafficking; what to do if you suspect trafficking, including
sample school protocols and policies; and other resources
and potential partnership opportunities. The U.S.
Department of Education also has partnered with the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services and President
Lincoln’s Cottage, a site of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation, to sponsor a youth campaign focused on
raising awareness about and preventing human trafficking.

An estimated 1.2 million children are trafficked each year
worldwide, according to the International Labour
Organization, and the problem is dire in America. Child
trafficking is modern day slavery and involves exploiting a
child for the purpose of forced labor, commercial sex, or
both.

School personnel are uniquely positioned to identify and
report suspected abuse and connect students to services—
actions that can prevent trafficking and even save lives.
Everyone who is part of the school community—
administrators, teachers, bus drivers, maintenance
personnel, food service staff, resource officers, and other
school-community members—has the potential to be an
advocate for child victims of human trafficking. The new
guide from U.S. Department of Education will help the
school community take action by providing information
about the indicators of the crime, the warning signs and how
to respond when students are apparent victims.

The #WhatlWouldMiss social media campaign encourages
high-school students to think about aspects of their daily



lives that they would miss if they were a victim of human
trafficking and participate by sharing a post on social media
using the contest hashtag (#WhatlWouldMiss). All posts will
be judged by a jury of representatives from anti-trafficking
organizations. One teenager will win a spot at President
Lincoln’s Cottage’s third annual Students Opposing Slavery
(SOS) International Summit in Washington, D.C., and five
additional teenagers will receive awards of recognition. For
additional information, visit:

www.StudentsOpposingSlavery.org/WhatlWouldMiss.

To download a copy of the guide, visit:

http://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-
americas-schools.

7. U.S. Department of Education accepting applications for
summer interns through March 15

Please see this notice from the U.S. Department of Education, and
please feel free to share this information with your high-school
teams:

Have you ever wondered about pursuing a federal career?
Are you interested in public service? Would you like to gain
valuable work experience and help move the needle on
education issues in this country?

The U.S. Department of Education may have opportunities
that match your interests —and we’re currently accepting
applications for interns!

The U.S. Department of Education (ED) is a place where you
can explore fields like education policy, education law,



business and finance, research and analysis,
intergovernmental relations and public affairs, or traditional
and digital communications, all while learning about the role
federal government plays in education.

Our interns also participate in professional development
sessions and events outside of the office, such as lunches
with ED and other government officials, movie nights, and
tours of the Capitol, the Supreme Court and other local
sights.

One of the many advantages of interning at ED is our
proximity to some of the most historic and celebrated sites
in our nation’s capital, all accessible by walking or taking the
Metro.

ED is accepting applications for Summer 2015 internships
through March 15.

If you are interested in interning during the upcoming term,
there are three things you must send in order to be
considered for an interview:

e A cover letter summarizing why you wish to work at ED
and stating your previous experiences in the field of
education, if any. Include which particular offices
interest you. (But, keep in mind that — due to the
volume of applications we receive — if we accept you as
an intern we may not be able to place you in your first-
choice office.)

e An updated resumé.

e A completed copy of the Intern Application.

Prospective interns should send these three documents in
one email to Studentinterns@ed.gov with the subject line




formatted as follows: Last Name, First Name: Summer Intern
Application.

For more information, see:

http://www.ed.gov/blog/2015/01/ed-seeks-summer-
interns/

8. U.S. Department of Education to hold budget briefing on
Monday

Please see this notice from the U.S. Department of Education
Office of Communications and Outreach:

The U.S. Department of Education will hold a briefing on the
President’s Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Request on Monday
(February 2), starting at 2 p.m. We will be live-streaming the
briefing. Anyone wishing to watch the proceedings can go
here. No registration is required. Also, on that day, budget
information will be posted here.

From other organizations
9. Nominations sought for CTE Innovators recognition
Please see this message from SkillsUSA Rhode Island:
CTE Month® is an annual celebration held in February of CTE
community members’ achievements and accomplishments
nationwide. Last year in Rhode Island, SkillsUSA highlighted
8 student and teacher superheros!
In 2015, we want give the CTE community a chance to tell

the stories of leadership and excellence from classrooms
across the state and to raise awareness of the crucial role



that CTE has in readying our nation for economic success
and workforce competitiveness. CTE classrooms are
modern-day laboratories, where students and educators
alike are developing the skills that will power the future of
college and career success. CTE classroom innovators are
hard at work in nearly every community, and this February
we invite you to join us in recognizing them.

Nominate your innovator today.

A CTE innovator can be a student or teacher. You must
submit the person’s full name, program, and a paragraph on
why that person is an innovator. The 4 teachers selected will
be considered for the 2015 SkillsUSA Rhode Island CTE
Educator of the Year award. Your nomination can be sent to
iklemp@skillsusari.org.

10. High-school students invited to enter essay contest
on Martin Luther King Jr.”s Selma speech

Please see this notice from the National Liberty Museum:

Calling all high-school students: Martin Luther King, Jr. used
his words to change history. How will you use yours? To
participate, go to http.LibertyMuseumSelmaContest.org .
Grand prize: $5,000! Contest timeline: February 15.

Who Can Participate?

The National Liberty Museum’s Selma Speech & Essay
Contest is open to U.S. high-school students ages 14-18 (as
of the January 30 deadline), who are enrolled in a public,
private, or parochial high school or home-study program in
the United States and its territories. After viewing



Paramount Pictures film Selma, contestants will respond to
the Contest topic with an original 500-700 word essay and
videotaped speech reading of their essay. For rules:
http.libertymuseumselmacontest.org/guidelines

It all started with a speech:

At the age of 15, a young Martin Luther King, Jr. entered a
high-school public speaking competition with his submission
called, “The Negro and the Constitution.” He was in his
junior year, and he won the competition. On the bus-ride
home, young King and his three companions were told to
give up their seats to a white couple who had just boarded
the bus, and they stood for several hours on their way back
to Atlanta.

It has been widely written that the high school speech Dr.
King wrote inspired his “l Have a Dream” oration, since all of
the concepts in his competition submission were
encapsulated into the historic 1963 speech. There are
striking parallels between the two writings. That is the
power of words.

Selma Speech & Essay Contest Topic:

“The movie Selma tells the story of how Martin Luther King,
Jr. and others peacefully protested to advance voting rights.
What do you think needs to be done today to protect
individual freedom and self-determination? What are you
doing or will you do to peacefully advance those rights?”

Contest Prizes:

e One grand prize: $5,000
e First runner up: $2,500



e Second runner up: $1,000
e Seven honorable mentions: $500 each

e 5300 cash prize for each teacher/mentor who sponsors
a top 10 finalist

Contest Timeline:

e February 15, 11:59 p.m.: deadline for submissions
e March 2015: winners notified
e April 20-22: Award Ceremony held in Philadelphia

The Selma Speech & Essay Contest is made possible through
a grant from the John Templeton Foundation and in-kind
support of Paramount Pictures.

11. Data Quality Campaign seeks nominations for state
and local awards

Please see this message from the Data Quality Campaign:

The Data Quality Campaign (DQC) is excited to announce
the Data Flashlight Awards to recognize education
visionaries, leaders, and trailblazers who are championing
the power of safe and effective data use to support families
and educators in their efforts to improve student
achievement!

We're looking to celebrate outstanding work at the state
and local levels. Award categories include:

e State Policymaker
e State Data Leader



e District Data Use
e Advocacy Organization

Applications for the 2015 awards will be accepted through
March 6. Finalists will be contacted in spring 2015. In fall
2015, DQC will host finalists in Washington, D.C., for a
celebratory event where they will have the opportunity to
share their success stories and learn from one another.

At DQC, we believe that data is power. We can all better
serve communities and students when empowered with the
information needed to make the best decisions. The Data
Flashlight Awards shine a light on members of the education
community leading the way in using data to help students
achieve their best.

12. Highlander Institute Blended Learning Conference
scheduled for March 7

Please see this message from the Highlander Institute:

Highlander Institute’s 4th Annual Blended Learning
Conference will be held at the URI Providence Feinstein
Campus, 80 Washington St./255 Westminster St.,

on Saturday, March 7, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The conference will convene local, regional, and national
experts sharing their models, products, and insight to
support innovative classroom practices around blended
learning and technology integration.

This year, the Blended Learning Conference will truly live up
to its name, providing a blended-learning experience for all



participants through innovative (flipped) sessions, classroom
simulations, demonstrations, and more.

Tom Vander Ark will deliver this year’s keynote
presentation. He is CEO of Getting Smart, an education-
advocacy firm, and a partner in Learn Capital, an education
venture-capital firm investing in edtech startups. Previously,
he served as the first Executive Director of Education for the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

Because of the generosity of our sponsors, the price for this
full-day conference is just $30 per participant. Schools and
districts that send more than 10 people can secure a group
rate of $20 per person. To register, please visit:

www.blendedlearningconference.com.

We anticipate a sold-out event, so sign up early.
RIDE will post this field memo on Tuesday, at:

http://www.ride.ri.gov/InsideRIDE/CommissionerDeborahA
Gist/FieldMemos.aspx




