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Why	  does	  earning	  a	  RI	  diploma	  
maAer?	  

•  Rhode	  Island	  gradua8on	  requirements	  are	  set	  
at	  the	  9th-‐10th	  grade	  level	  

•  This	  level	  of	  achievement	  is	  the	  level	  needed	  
to	  succeed	  at	  college	  and	  technical	  training	  

•  Students	  below	  this	  level	  have	  to	  take	  
remedial	  courses	  at	  college	  or	  have	  difficulty	  
in	  technical	  training	  that	  leads	  to	  a	  beAer	  job	  
and	  career	  



Jobs	  in	  the	  Future	  

By	  2020,	  52%	  of	  all	  jobs	  will	  require	  some	  
college	  and/or	  technical	  training	  



Gradua&on	  Requirements	  

	  	  

Coursework	  

Performance-‐
Based	  

Assessments	  

State	  
Assessment	  

Performance assessments are 
real-life experiences that require 
students to apply what they have 

learned.	  
 	  

Students have multiple 
opportunities to complete 

performance-based assessments. 	  

The state assessment requires a 
demonstration of the essential 
literacy and numeracy skills 

necessary for success. 	  
 	  

Students have multiple 
opportunities to meet this 

requirement.	  

Coursework must include at least 
20 courses in core content areas 

including math, science, 
technology, reading, social studies, 

and the arts.	  
 	  

Students have multiple 
opportunities to take more courses 

or to make up missed courses.	  

RI	  gradua*on	  requirements	  are	  fair	  and	  a4ainable.	  Our	  students	  
have	  mul*ple	  opportuni*es	  to	  learn	  and	  to	  show	  that	  they	  are	  
ready	  to	  graduate.	  



Students	  Need	  the	  Skills	  	  
Too	  many	  of	  our	  high	  school	  graduates	  are	  not	  ready	  for	  success	  
beyond	  high	  school	  –	  they	  have	  	  not	  met	  our	  basic	  standards,	  
par*cularly	  in	  mathema*cs.	  

75%	   Recent	  HS	  graduates	  entering	  CCRI	  need	  remedial	  
courses	  before	  they	  begin	  earning	  credits.	  	  

25%	   Of	  those	  75%	  ,	  only	  25%	  will	  complete	  their	  Associate’s	  
degree	  within	  3	  years.	  	  

52%	   By	  2020,	  Rhode	  Island	  jobs	  that	  will	  require	  post-‐
secondary	  educa8on	  or	  technical	  training.	  



State	  Assessment	  Opportuni&es	  and	  Alterna&ves	  

Junior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  

Senior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  
Demonstrate	  Progress	  

Senior	  Year:	  Spring	  NECAP	  	  	  	  
	  Modified	  Version	  	  	  

	  	  

Senior	  Year:	  Approved	  
Alterna&ve	  Assessment	  

Accepted	  in	  Lieu	  of	  NECAP	  

*Senior	  Year:	  Op&on	  of	  
addi&onal	  &me	  un&l	  proficient	  

for	  gradua&on	  

Progress	  plan	  
Summer	  math	  programs	  

virtual	  math	  program	  (VLMM)	  
Parent	  engagement	  	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

School	  support	  for	  alterna&ve	  
assessment	  comple&on	  

Provide	  addi&onal	  support	  or	  
alterna&ve	  pathway	  for	  student	  to	  

con&nue	  toward	  high	  school	  diploma	  or	  
other	  creden&aling	  

System	  Level	  Safety	  Nets	   Student	  Level	  Supports	  

*Waiver	  Eligibility	  Considered	  with	  school	  documenta&on	  of	  medical	  illness	  or	  	  
other	  specific	  instances	  of	  student	  inability	  to	  access	  standardized	  tests	  



State	  Assessment	  Opportuni&es	  and	  Alterna&ves	  

Junior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  

Senior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  
Demonstrate	  Progress	  

Senior	  Year:	  Spring	  NECAP	  	  	  	  
	  Modified	  Version	  	  	  

	  	  

Senior	  Year:	  Approved	  
Alterna&ve	  Assessment	  

Accepted	  in	  Lieu	  of	  NECAP	  

*Senior	  Year:	  Op&on	  of	  
addi&onal	  &me	  un&l	  proficient	  

for	  gradua&on	  

Progress	  plan	  
Summer	  math	  programs	  

virtual	  math	  program	  (VLMM)	  
Parent	  engagement	  	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

School	  support	  for	  alterna&ve	  
assessment	  comple&on	  

Provide	  addi&onal	  support	  or	  
alterna&ve	  pathway	  for	  student	  to	  

con&nue	  toward	  high	  school	  diploma	  or	  
other	  creden&aling	  

System	  Level	  Safety	  Nets	   Student	  Level	  Supports	  

*Waiver	  Eligibility	  Considered	  with	  school	  documenta&on	  of	  medical	  illness	  or	  	  
other	  specific	  instances	  of	  student	  inability	  to	  access	  standardized	  tests	  



Sample	  of	  Showing	  Progress	  



	  
	  

The	   ques8on	   below	   represents	   the	   level	   of	   difficulty	   of	   the	   types	   of	   math	  
problems	   that	   students	   must	   complete	   in	   order	   to	   demonstrate	   Par8al	  
Proficiency	  (level	  2)	  or	  show	  progress	  toward	  proficiency.	  
	  

Sample	  NECAP	  Ques8on	  1	  



State	  Assessment	  Opportuni&es	  and	  Alterna&ves	  

Junior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  

Senior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  
Demonstrate	  Progress	  

Senior	  Year:	  Spring	  NECAP	  	  	  	  
	  Modified	  Version	  	  	  

	  	  

Senior	  Year:	  Approved	  
Alterna&ve	  Assessment	  

Accepted	  in	  Lieu	  of	  NECAP	  

*Senior	  Year:	  Op&on	  of	  
addi&onal	  &me	  un&l	  proficient	  

for	  gradua&on	  

Progress	  plan	  
Summer	  math	  programs	  

virtual	  math	  program	  (VLMM)	  
Parent	  engagement	  	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

School	  support	  for	  alterna&ve	  
assessment	  comple&on	  

Provide	  addi&onal	  support	  or	  
alterna&ve	  pathway	  for	  student	  to	  

con&nue	  toward	  high	  school	  diploma	  or	  
other	  creden&aling	  

System	  Level	  Safety	  Nets	   Student	  Level	  Supports	  

*Waiver	  Eligibility	  Considered	  with	  school	  documenta&on	  of	  medical	  illness	  or	  	  
other	  specific	  instances	  of	  student	  inability	  to	  access	  standardized	  tests	  



State	  Assessment	  Opportuni&es	  and	  Alterna&ves	  

Junior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  

Senior	  Year:	  October	  NECAP	  
Demonstrate	  Progress	  

Senior	  Year:	  Spring	  NECAP	  	  	  	  
	  Modified	  Version	  	  	  

	  	  

Senior	  Year:	  Approved	  
Alterna&ve	  Assessment	  

Accepted	  in	  Lieu	  of	  NECAP	  

*Senior	  Year:	  Op&on	  of	  
addi&onal	  &me	  un&l	  proficient	  

for	  gradua&on	  

Progress	  plan	  
Summer	  math	  programs	  

virtual	  math	  program	  (VLMM)	  
Parent	  engagement	  	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

Con&nue	  progress	  plan	  	  
ALer	  school	  programs	  and	  tutoring	  

Addi&onal	  math	  programs	  
Parent	  engagement	  

School	  support	  for	  alterna&ve	  
assessment	  comple&on	  

Provide	  addi&onal	  support	  or	  
alterna&ve	  pathway	  for	  student	  to	  

con&nue	  toward	  high	  school	  diploma	  or	  
other	  creden&aling	  

System	  Level	  Safety	  Nets	   Student	  Level	  Supports	  

*Waiver	  Eligibility	  Considered	  with	  school	  documenta&on	  of	  medical	  illness	  or	  	  
other	  specific	  instances	  of	  student	  inability	  to	  access	  standardized	  tests	  



RIDE-‐approved	  tests	  



Review	  of	  Opportuni&es	  
•  Mul*ple	  opportuni*es	  to	  retake	  NECAP	  	  
•  Use	  scores	  from	  other	  approved	  test	  
•  Students	  must	  take	  NECAP	  2X	  for	  Senior	  Year	  op*ons	  

Junior	  Year	  October	  NECAP:	  Students	  must	  
score	  par8ally	  proficient	  or	  beAer.	  

Senior	  Year	  October	  NECAP:	  Students	  
must	  show	  improvement.	  

Senior	  Year	  Op8ons:	  
Third	  NECAP	  or	  Other	  	  

Approved	  	  
Tests	  

Progress	  Plan	  -‐	  
receive	  intensive	  

support.	  

Waivers,	  
appeals	  or	  

extra	  	  
8me.	  	  
	  



Waivers	  and	  Appeals	  

•  Waivers	  are	  only	  for	  students	  who	  are	  
proficient	  at	  the	  9th-‐10th	  grade	  level	  in	  the	  
missed	  content	  area(s)	  
– Only	  for	  the	  NECAP,	  math	  and	  reading	  tests	  
– Specific	  requirements	  must	  be	  met	  to	  be	  eligible	  
for	  a	  waiver	  

•  Appeals	  allow	  students	  and	  their	  families	  to	  
contest	  any	  gradua8on	  decision	  



RIDE	  Supports	  

•  Diploma	  System	  Supports	  
•  Communica8on	  toolkits	  for	  families	  	  
•  Virtual	  Learning	  Math	  Modules	  VLMM	  
•  Progress	  plan	  workshops	  and	  models	  
•  Published	  list	  of	  RIDE-‐approved	  tests	  	  
•  RIAA	  Cer8ficates	  
•  Secondary	  Regula8ons	  2011	  and	  Guidance	  
	  



Contact	  Informa8on	  

•  Stacy	  Mello	  
stacy.mello@ride.ri.gov	  
Or	  

•  Lauren	  McCarthy	  
lauren.mccarthy@ride.ri.gov	  

Diploma	  System	  Website	  
www.ride.ri.gov/StudentsFamilies/RIPublicSchools/
DiplomaSystem.aspx	  	  	  

	  


