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Implications for Teachers, Teaching, 
and Teacher Professional 

Development
• Teachers become not only teachers of their discipline, 

but also develop their students’ literacy skills, and the 
language required to use them effectively

• Tacit knowledge of the uses of English in their specific 
disciplines becomes explicit, and teachers  develop 
ways of teaching them to their specific students

• A shared understanding of what constitutes “rigor”, “high 
expectations”, disciplinary language development, 
differentiation, develops in a school collective

• Generalized understanding of what is expected of high 
school graduates who are college-ready in the 21st C. 
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Implications (Continued)

• Work on the “immigrant paradox” (Garcia, Patton, Yang, 
Suarez-Aviles, Batchelor, and Marks, 2010; Gonzales, 
2009; Wen-Jui Han, 2010) to reach internationally 
benchmarked results (OECD, 2006)

• Coherence in professional development for all teachers 
in a school around a vision of standards-based goals, 
with common theoretical stances about how students 
learn concepts, processes, and language (Walqui and 
van Lier, 2010)
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Teacher professional development
An example from the Quality Teaching for English Learners
In principled and coherent ways QTEL views the development of teacher 

expertise as taking place:
• Over time
• Through dialogic and collegial engagement
• Using reflection as the engine that drives development
• With a focus on disciplinary language awareness and pedagogical 

deliberateness that is modeled, practiced, and reflected upon
• Building on heterogeneity
• Mirroring the opportunities teachers need to offer their students
• Offering a broad and flexible array of opportunities:  institutes, coaching 

cycles, lesson planning sessions, video circles, peer observations, 
seminars, etc.

• Offering educators in professional development a variety of roles 
through which to grow their expertise
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What needs to be developed 

• An understanding of what is essential in the education of 
English Learners: correct use of English? Or rigorous and 
appropriate disciplinary uses of the language?

• Possible developments in the continuum from “more oral” 
to increasingly “more written” and accurate uses of English 

• Sample performance tasks that represent the range, 
complexity, and quality of ELL performance at different 
levels in the attainment of the standards in the four skills   
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An example

High Challenge and High Support in a Geometry Class

School: International High School, Austin, Texas
Teacher: Susana Tully
Students: Newcomers, between half a year and a 

year and a half in the U.S.
Lesson: Surface area of a figure when scaling up 

or scaffolding down measurements
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Language Arts Standards

• Cite strong and thorough textual evidence of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text (Key Ideas and Details, Grades 9-10)

• Analyze various accounts of a subject told in different 
mediums determining which details are emphasized 
in each account (Integration of Knowledge and Ideas, 
Grades 9-10)

• Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of 
information presented in different media or formats in 
oder to address a question or solve a problem (11-
12)
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Appearance, Reality, and 
the Power of Words
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Double-Entry Journal
Macbeth, Act I, Scene ii

What do you learn about Macbeth 
from what other characters say 
about him?

Supporting quotes from the text
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R & D Needed
• As we address how to provide common core standards 

learning opportunities for the multiple varied ELL 
population nationwide, as well as the disciplinary 
language needs of non Standard speakers of English, 
it is necessary to understand what is shared and what 
is different in their development, how to conceptualize 
and operationalize and respond with rigor and 
generatively to this  differentiation (Leseaux and 
Kieffer, 2010)

• Development of the seamless continuum in the 
development of teacher expertise
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