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A little over a year ago, I began my service as Commissioner of Education – an exciting and challenging assignment I am honored to have. I came to Rhode Island because I knew that our state was poised to take a leap toward greatness. The foundation for true education excellence was in place, and I was sure that Rhode Island was ready for rapid growth.

I began the year with what I called my “entry plan,” a period during which I visited every school district, charter school, state-operated school, and many learning programs across the state. These visits were extremely valuable to me, as I got to know many Rhode Island educators, families, and students and to see and hear first-hand the achievements and challenges of our education system.

I came away from these visits with one clear message: Rhode Island is ready for change. Students want to be challenged, teachers want to be part of the solution, and Rhode Islanders want to have the best public schools in America. 

As I heard that message, I made a promise: We will do everything it takes to accelerate our schools toward greatness and to prepare all of our students for success. 
Race to the Top funding of up to $75 million, which will begin flowing to Rhode Island this fall, will help us achieve our goals!

With every decision that we make at the Department of Education (RIDE), we think about what is in the best interest of our students. What opportunities will they have? What challenges will they face? What great teachers and role models will they meet? How will we prepare our students for colleges and careers? These questions motivate us every day, and they form the foundation of our work. 

Last year was very much a year of planning. I see this coming school year as a year of implementation, when we roll up our sleeves and put our plans into action.

Transforming education is a vital need, a huge task, and an awesome responsibility. None of us can do this alone. 

The task before us is urgent. Too many of our graduates need employable skills or need substantial remedial work when they enter college. Too many leave college discouraged and disappointed. Even worse, arguably: we lose too many students on the way toward graduation. One of four high-school students in Rhode Island fails to graduate. In our cities, nearly half of our students fail to graduate from high school. This must not be. 

We owe it to our students and to the future of our state to close these achievement gaps, to raise achievement for all students, and to prepare all students for success. 
I have been proud to be a part of this year of dramatic changes. As commissioner, my role has been to guide and to lead, but the improvements we have put in place during the past year have come about because of excellent teamwork and broad-based support. 

Building on the reforms in place, we can deliver dramatic improvements in student achievement and we can make Rhode Island the home of America’s best public schools. I look forward to another year of working together with all Rhode Islanders in the best interest of our students and for the future of our state.
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