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							August 2011
Dear Fellow Educator,

As educators, we are responsible for ensuring that are schools are safe places for learning and for protecting students from bullying and harassment. To help create safe learning environments for all children and youth, we want to be sure that you have the tools and resources necessary to prevent bullying. 

We know that in Rhode Island, about 10 percent of high-school students identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender (LGBT) - that is two or three students in any given classroom in each of our high schools. We also know that students and adults may need to reach beyond their regular comfort zone to address bullying issues in school.  

Enclosed with this letter is a helpful booklet, “The Safe Space Kit: Guide to Being an Ally to LGBT Students.” This booklet is designed to help educators to understand the issues that LGBT students face, to show support for LGBT students, to teach respect for all student, and to advocate to make schools safer.

Bullying is bullying, no matter who the victim is:

· it’s wrong; 
· it’s bad for kids; 
· it’s bad for adults; 
· it’s bad for schools.  

Bullying creates environments of mistrust and fear that prevent teachers and students from participating fully in teaching and learning.

In our strategic plan, Transforming Education in Rhode Island, we have pledged to “monitor and support healthy and safe learning environments that contribute to effective student learning.” 

We are committed to the fundamental principle that all schools must be safe places, and we will continue to take action to ensure that all Rhode Island schools are great places for teaching and learning. I hope you find this enclosed booklet helpful as you work to improve the lives of all of our students.

							Sincerely,


							Deborah A. Gist
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