RI ELL Advisory Council
September 28, 2015
Minutes of the Meeting

Attendance:
Julie Motta (Chair), Laurie Grupp, Richard Kucal (Vice Chairs), Elizabeth Alexander (Recording Secretary), Cathy Fox (Membership Secretary), Jillian Belanger (RIDE), Emily Klein (RIDE), Amanda Sox Agudelo, Catarina Anselmo, Nancy Cloud, Elizabeth Lusi D’Abbraccio, Denise Debarros, Yanaiza Gallant, Tanya Helm, Kim Hewson, Pat Jaspers, Sharon Jochmann,, Joe Lopes, Maria Mansella, Paulo de Melo, Michael Northup, Erin Papa, Sarah Reis, Audrey Romanelli, Ronilee Scitarelli, Sara Smith, Anke Steinway, Katie Torres, Jose Valerio, Jenn Walker, Reyna Zapata

Apologies:
Evelyn Cosme-Jones, Terri Couto, Toni Gravel, Isabelle Izobankizai, Sheila Lawless-Burke, Maria Moret, Senator.Pichardo, Nittaya Saenbut

The meeting was called to order at.6:38 P.M.


1. Introductions
1. Julie Motta introduced the Executive Board members.  Individual council members introduced themselves. 
2. Julie welcomed Dr. Kenneth Wagner, the Commissioner of Education, and Mary Ann Snider from RIDE’s Division of Educator Excellence and Instructional Effectiveness.


2. Address to the Commissioner of Education
Julie Motta  (Chair) spoke, on behalf of the Council, in regard to the challenges of working with English Learners in the State of Rhode Island:


· EL population is increasing nationally.  By 2020 one in four students will be non-English speaking.
· ELs come from different backgrounds and have varying needs:

· Many have limited formal schooling and often bring intense social/emotional needs 
· Many live in poverty and have major obstacles to overcome
· Many come to the US without their parents, or come to this country to be with parents who are already here and whom they may have been estranged from and do not know.

· ELs will become our future workforce
· As a state we have become reactionary rather than pro-active in reference to our English Learners 



Concerns:
· ELs often seem to be an “after-thought” when state policies are written. 
· ELs gap has widened in the past few years.
· No goals for ELs were included in Race to the Top application.
· RIDE’s EL department is understaffed.  It has decreased from 2.5 to 1.5 ELL Specialist positions.  They cannot adequately serve more than 10,000 students, and their teachers, throughout the state.  Technical support & program monitoring are affected.
· In the past, there was talk of adding a specialist position for dual language.
· There is a shortage of EL teachers:  The state has one of the highest passing scores in the nation for the PRAXIS test.  Seven graduate level courses are required for certification as an ESL teacher. 
· Many states require all pre-service teachers to take an ESL class as part of their undergraduate studies.  This is not required in RI.
· ESL regulations are being re-drafted:  These need to be strong to help our ELs succeed.  The previous draft was “watered down!”
· Graduation rate is low for ELs.  There was talk about offering multiple pathways.  When will these be developed?  (We fought against NECAP scores becoming part of the state graduation requirement. for our ELs) 
· There are 5,000 ELs under the age of 5:  These children have little access to early childhood education, bilingual/dual language programs because of $$$.
· Will RIDE pro-actively develop a strategic plan for re-settling the new wave of refugees coming to the US from Syria?
· Regarding EQUITY:  How will RIDE help ensure equity in state assessments when they are only offered in English?
· What will be done statewide to help all teachers understand the WIDA ELL Standards?  Much has been done to roll out CCSS; nothing has been done to educate all teachers about WIDA.
· Low incidence districts carry a heavy load.  Teachers often travel between schools.  Coordinators are teachers as well as overseeing the ESL program in their districts.


3. Response from Dr. Kenneth Wagner, Commissioner of Education
Dr. Wagner wants to do more for all of our students. We need to work together to narrow, strategize and sequence.  Follow-up is needed in the state, and advocacy for ELs must take place in Federal Law.  The growing population of ELs is a strength and a positive thing.  It was a deliberate choice that his first visits were to EL sites.   Dr. Wagner supports dual language programs.   He is familiar with the EL Regulations work that is currently taking place.  (Julie said he will know why the regulations need to be strong, having heard us!)  


4. Further Discussion with Dr. Wagner
The floor was opened to Council members to make further comments/ask questions of the Commissioner.  The following issues were raised:

· Inappropriate screening tools are used for RTI 
· Students are placed in inappropriate interventions, and often miss core instruction when participating in interventions.
· State policy is needed for RTI identification & tools that are used for progress monitoring;
· Over-identification of ELs for Special Education

Dr. Wagner asked the following:
Are there regional systems to support schools in RI? (No)
What program models are in place?  (Several models are available throughout the state.  Each district chooses their program models)
The Commissioner assured us that we will be able to address all of these issues as we move forward together.


5. Presentation by Mary Ann Snider 
(RIDE- Division: of Educator Excellence and Instructional Effectiveness)
Mary Ann spoke to the Council in reference to Rhode Island’s ESEA Waiver Approval.  She explained the implications for English Learners.  (A copy of the Power Point that she used has been sent out to members, and can also be found at this link: http://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Information-and-Accountability-User-Friendly-Data/Transformation/NEW_RI_Accountability_Process_Revisions_2015-2016.pdf) 

Some of the main points from the presentation:
RI’s accountability system should be:
· Diagnostic and supportive
· Transparent and trustworthy
· Value absolute performance as well as growth
· Emphasize equity among all student groups
· Recognize challenges in different communities

Accountability for 2015-16 though 2018-19-Proficiency:
· Credit schools for improving student performance by moving them out of the lowest level of performance
· Assign additional credit (.25) to students that present additional learning challenges--- students with disabilities (IEP) students receiving ELL services, students living in poverty
· Build to a three-year rolling average to help stabilize data, particularly in small schools.

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4
	Level 5

	
	0
	.33
	.66
	1
	1

	Added Credit
	0
	1.25X.33
	1.25X.66
	1.25X1
	1.25X1



Closing Gaps in Student Performance
This approach attends to concerns about:
· Consolidated subgroups still not capturing all schools
· Counting students across several groups (all kids, program subgroup and SES/race subgroup
· Schools moving in and out of being held accountable for students
· Conversations tending to focus on “those kids” rather than performance
· Schools getting credit for closing gaps due to decreases in overall performance of students rather than actual gap closing

1. Revise this metric to frame gap closing on the achievement differences between the lowest 25% of students in a school and the top 50% of students in a school using scale scores
2. Continue to disaggregate the lowest 25% of students to understand their profile
3. Hold top 50% constant for three years

   Accountability:
· Students scoring  <35 points in danger
· Schools will be designated as: commended, leader, good standing (some alerts), focus, priority

A short discussion followed Mary Ann’s presentation:

Nancy Cloud:  Why test kids when they first arrive in the country?

Recent arrivals must take the state Math and Science tests.  Florida tests them but the data doesn’t count.

Mary Ann: PARCC directions in Math are available in multiple languages.
Text to Speech is available in Spanish.  Rubrics will be made available in Spanish.  Tutorials help students to access the test.  Practice tests are available with all the features used.
 
Dr. Wagner:  Policy folks in Washington make the rules regarding testing.  We must advocate to them regarding the needs of the students, showing the data.

Follow-up
Mary Ann is willing to return to the Council to unpack the data from across the state.  We could look at ACCESS scores, breakdown the types of programs that students are in, and look at their mobility.

6. Amendment of By-Laws 
The Council passed the update to the By-Laws--Article lll (Officers)-Section 1 Election and Term of Office. It now reads “The officers of the State Advisory Council for Limited-English Proficient students/English Language Learners shall be a Chair, Vice-Chair for Higher Education, Vice Chair for K-12 Education, Recording Secretary and Membership Secretary.”  Pat Jaspers moved the amendment, seconded by Erin Papa.  All were in favor of the change.

7.  Review of Membership/Goals of the Council
The Council Membership Chart was reviewed, and the Roles and Responsibilities of the Council were outlined.  Both can be found in the binder (distributed at the meeting to each member)

8. Approval of the Minutes
The minutes of the Council meeting on May 7, 2015, were approved.  They were moved by Nancy Cloud, and seconded by Maria Mansella.  All were in favor.

9. RIDE Updates
 Jillian Belanger reported for David Sienko
· The Seal of Biliteracy is moving forward in the state.   It is hoped that by 2020 14% of graduating students will be awarded the Seal.
·  Dual language programs are expanding.  Pawtucket and South Kingstown now have dual language programs.  There are currently 600 students in dual language programs.  Ride hopes to double this in the next few years to 1200 students. 
· Regulations Workgroup is meeting to re-write the ELL Regulations-Chapter 16.54.   Members of the group represent urban and suburban districts, higher incidence and lower incidence districts, charter schools, teachers, administrators, parents and higher education.  It is hoped that by November the proposed language will have made it through the legal department and the regulations will be ready for review by the ELL Directors and ELL Advisory Council.
· Senate Commission:  Fifteen people will work together to examine the funding formula for World Language Learners in the State.
· AMAO Waiver:  Federal government offered states the option to submit a waiver to not count the state assessment scores towards their AMAO.  This will not impact the schools since they only have baseline data available for this school year.  RIDE is preparing to submit a waiver by October 1.  This is a one-year reprieve for AMAO #3.  Comments can be sent to Jillian Belanger.

10. Goals of the Council
Laurie Grupp and Richard Kucal spoke briefly regarding the Goals of the Advisory Council for the next two years (2015-2017).  These can be found in the membership binders.

11. PARCC Updates
 Julie Motta gave an update on the PARCC Educator Leaders Cadre meeting:
· PARCC consortium is working with WIDA
· A bias and sensitivity committee has been set up
· There is a Standard Setting process set up to look at scores.  What constitutes a score of 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5?
· Taking a closer look at the Accessibility Features

Follow-Up
Jillian said that RIDE is putting together tool kits for different groups such as parents, teachers, administrators.

Nancy Cloud asked if there was any discussion on a Plain English version of the PARCC tests.  Julie said that question would need to be submitted to the PARCC administration.  Nancy requested RIDE make a proposal to PARCC, to be taken to the PARCC states, requesting the use of a Plain English version of the PARCC tests.  The Executive Board and RIDE will follow-up. 

12. Any Other Business
Nancy Cloud spoke about the upcoming RITELL Conference on November 7th.  The topic is Developing Academic Vocabulary for ELL School Success, and the speaker will be Dee Gardner.  There will be breakout sessions for K-12 and adult educators.  Further information is available at www.ritell.org 

Adjourn
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 8:36 by Pat Jaspers, and seconded by Reyna Zapata.
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Minutes respectfully submitted by Elizabeth Alexander
(Recording Secretary)
