

RI ELL Advisory Council
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Minutes of the Meeting
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Attendance: Catarina Anselmo, Jillian Belanger, Nancy Cloud, Evelyn Cosme-Jones, Terri Couto, Elizabeth D’Abbraccio, Rebeca Filomeno, Cathy Fox, Laurie Grupp, Tanya Helm, Sharon Jochmann, Emily Klein, Richard Kucal, Joe Lopes, Maria Mansella, Maria Moret, Julie Motta, Michael Northup, Erick Pagan, Erin Papa, Sarah Reis, Audrey Romanelli, Nittaya Saenbut, Ronilee Scittarelli, David Sienko, Dina Silvaggio, Sara Smith, Anke Steinway, Katie Torres, Jose Valerio, Elizabeth Vazquez, Jenn Walker, Kristin Bagley

Apologies: Elizabeth Alexander, Kim Hewson, Ying Hui, April Marquis, Sen. Juan Pichardo, 

The meeting was called to order at. 6:40 P.M.

1. Welcome

2. Old Business (Approval of Minutes)

a. The minutes of the Nov 30 meeting were approved.  Jose Valerio motioned to pass them and Terri Coutu seconded the motion. 
b. Review of roles and responsibilities of members:  Laurie Grupp emphasized one of the primary goals of the Council is to examine statewide needs and trends of LEP students/ELs regarding the delivery of educational services for LEP students.  It is important for us to focus on this goal!
When it’s time for a vote, the primary member will vote, and the alternate will vote if the primary member is not present
c. Membership Report- Cathy Fox:  A new membership chart was shared where primary members and alternates are indicated.  Vacancies are filled at the beginning of each year, and following the second meeting when the year is half over.  We will not be filling any vacancies at this time, but meeting is always open to anyone who would like to attend.

3. RIDE Updates (6:55-7:10)
a. Regulations Updates-Jillian Belanger  Revised timeline has regulations being submitted in April.  They are in the process of dialoguing with stakeholders;
b. ACCESS 2.0-Jillian Belanger  Test window closed on Friday, Directors gave feedback on ACCESS 2.0
+  online was more efficient when it was working
Some questions were raised:  Was there any discussion about online testing for ELs who have not been exposed to technology?  Will they take into concern that on PARCC nationally, students did better on paper and pencil than computer based?  Jillian reported that districts continue to have the option to decide which version they prefer;
Phyllis could be invited to next meeting to address technology concerns
Jillian shared the link for teachers to provide feedback to WIDA regarding ACCESS 2.0.   ACCESS for ELLs 2.0: LEA Survey  The data in this survey will be used by the ad hoc sub-committees, focusing on training/technical assistance resources, technology, customer service, and accommodations, and by WIDA to inform future development, enhancements and opportunities for improvement.: 
c. ESSA:  Jillian shared the 5 top positive changes that she and Emily put together regarding ELs:
1. ESSA:  State Assessments should be made available in native languages for significant populations;
2. ESEA:  has been changed from English Language Arts to Language Arts;
3. Accountability has been moved from Title III to Title I, making it more visible;
4. Check:  ESSA talks about states having entrance and exit criteria and is in line with WIDA’s recommendations;
5. ESSA talks about orderly transition:  U.S. Dept. of Education wants to take control of ESSA but Congress has reserved the right to change what U.S. Dept. of Ed. puts out;
d. Erin Papa: shared the Statement from the Working Group on ELL Policy regarding ESSA of 2015.  Handout was provided;
e. Nancy Cloud:  met with Mary Ann Snyder; Mary Ann suggested EL Advisory Board might provide guidance to districts as to how to interpret PARCC results for ELs.   Nancy suggested that EL Advisory Board could work to provide guidance (perhaps a flow chart) 
· ACCESS score is low, 
· L1 literacy, 
· less than 4 years in the country;
Watch for e-mail from ELL Advisory with a Google form regarding this if you are interested in participating; Nancy suggested most of this could take place online;

4. New Business (7:10-8:20)
a. High School Regulations Updates- Laurie Grupp, Richard Kucal
(1) Rhode Island High School Experience:  Graduation requirements:  PARCC will be used in 2021;
(2) Talk about safety nets:  choice, options, menus, personalize,
(3) ELs and Special Ed:  standards will not be lowered:  caution
(4) Adding endorsements to diploma such as Seal of bi-literacy or numeracy proficiency
b. Feedback Collection on ACCESS 2.0 Administration- All present got index cards:  on the front of the card we were asked to make note of positive aspects of ACCESS 2.0; on the back of the card we noted negative things that occurred as well as suggestions for next year.  Executive board will compile information and then write up formally to present to RIDE.
c. Updates on Letters Sent 
Phyllis’ letter on Plain English continues to be a step in the right direction; If anyone is interested is serving on the bias and sensitivity for PARCC, let Phyllis Lynch know; Nancy Cloud reiterated that PARCC still has a language bias; Nancy suggested an entrance requirement for testing in English: Students should have minimal English proficiency; 
 Work on Funding Formula regarding ELs; Julie was in contact with Sam Zurier (Providence City Council), Andrea Castenada contacted Julie, and the council’s letter was considered by the Fair Funding Committee who presented recommendations to the governor and listed additional funding for ELs at the top of their recommendations, Following the governor’s state of the state address, which proposed additional funds for the education of ELs in RI,  RIDE asked Julie for a quote to go out in a press release. Julie’s quote: “Our schools and school leaders have to focus on closing the achievement gaps that separate English learners and other underserved students from their peers.  The education agenda that Gov. Raimondo and Commissioner Wagner have proposed recognizes this need, as well as the need to provide accommodations as necessary to fully recognize the achievement levels of students learning English.” 
d. Discussion of Dear Colleagues Letter Activity-  Council members took time to participate in a Jigsaw activity to discuss the Dear Colleagues letter.  The letter was separate into sections, and council members discussed each section using the criteria:  
· This is being implemented in my educational setting
· This is not being implemented in my educational setting
· I am not aware of this being implemented
· I have questions/concerns.
You will be receiving an invitation to complete this activity through Google forms from the Advisory Board;
e. Request for any items to be discussed at future meetings
f. Generate ideas for potential EL Showcase Spring of 2017:  Nancy Cloud suggested the third grade data from former ELs on PARCC be highlighted here
g. Member Recognition: Nancy Cloud:  The ELL Advisory Board recognized Nancy Cloud on her retirement from RI College and thanked her for her outstanding support and commitment to ELs 

5. Questions/Comments/Announcements/Good Things to Share 
(a) Senator Juan Pichardo:  will be introducing legislation on the Seal of Bi-literacy; Evelyn Jones shared that Seal of Biliteracy Kick-off Event This Wednesday, 3/9 from 6:15-7:30 at Central Falls High School.
(b) RITELL: Spring Workshop:  April 30th  Details for this workshop are on the RITELL webpage.  The focus of the workshop will be advancing discussion skills of ELs to meet the CCSS demands.  Registration will be opening soon on the RITELL website.

6. Adjournments/Next Meeting Dates (8:40)
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Fox
(Corresponding Secretary) (for Elizabeth Alexander)
   






